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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


.Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1900. 


J  herewitli  Have  tlie  Honour  to  present  tlie  FonrtH  Annual  Report 
of  tHe  Medical  Officer  of  HealtH  to  tHe  County  Council  of 
^^’ortHamptonsHire,  including  a  Summary  of  tHe  Annual  Reports 
~of  tHe  Medical  Officers  of  HealtH  for  Districts  witHin  tHe 
Administrative  County. 

THe  metHod  of  arrangement  of  suHject-matters  adopted  in 
tHe  previous  reports  Has  Heen  retained  in  tliis  one,  so  tHat,  for 
purposes  of  comparison,  tHe  series  of  reports  may  be  uniform. 

Substantial  evidence  of  tHe  increased  activity  in  regard  to 
matters  of  public  HealtH  concern  witHin  tHe  County,  is  to  be 
found  in  tHe  number  of  applications  made  to  tHe  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Roard  by  District  Councils  for  sanction  to  incur  loans  for 
sanitary  purposes,  and  tHe  following  tabulation  Has  been  drawn 
up  in  illustration  of  this  to  the  beginning  of  the  present  year. 


List  of  the  Inquiries  Held  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
during  the  years  1898 — 1900  upon  Sanitary  matters  : — 


Date. 

Sanitary  District. 

Subject. 

Amount 
of  Loan. 

Result. 

1898. 

J  an.  18th 

Borough  of  Higham  Ferrers 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

£4,900 

Sanctioned 

Feb.  10th 

Rushden  Urban 

Sewerage 

,£.3, 200 

Sanctioned 

1 

April  19  th 

Wellingborough  Rural 

Sewage  Disposal  at  Ecton 

£1,000 

£1,800  sanctioned 

„  20th 

Thrapston  Rural 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  at 
Thrapston 

£3,000 

£3,500  sanctioned 

Nov.  nth 

Northampton  Rural 

Sewerage  at  Abington 

£410 

Sanctioned 

Dec.  13th 

Wellingborough  Rural 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 
at  Irthlingborough 

£5,000 

Referred  back 

„  29th 

Towcester  Rural 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 
at  Towcester 

£2,200 

Sanctioned 
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Date. 

Sanitary  District. 

Subject. 

Amount 
of  Loan. 

1 

Result. 

1899. 

Jan.  3rcl 

Rannds Urban 

Sewerage 

£350 

Refused  ;  subse- 

99 

nth 

Brixwortli  Rural 

Rrovisional  Order  for  land  for 

quently  sanctioned 
Granted 

99 

99 

9^  99  •  • 

Sewage  Dis]‘)osal  at  Brixworth 
Ditto  ditto  at  G-uilsborough 

Refused 

Feb 

24th 

Wellingborough  Rural 

Water  Supply  at  Earls  Barton 

£1,000 

Sanctioned 

May 

31st 

Borough  of  Daveiitry 

Sewerage 

£900 

Sanctioned 

J  uue 

21st 

Hardingstone  Rural 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

£7.50 

Sanctioned 

Nov. 

21st 

Rothwell  Urban 

at  Bi’afield 

Sewage  Disposal 

£1,786 

Part  Sanctioned 

99 

22nd 

Northampton  Rural 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

£700 

Sanctioned 

1900. 

Jan.  16tli 

Wellingborough  Rural 

at  Duston 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

£1,600 

£2,150  sanctioned 

99 

31st 

Daveutry  Rural 

at  Ircliester 

Water  Supply  at  Long  Buckby 

£5,700 

Sanctioned 

Feb. 

8th 

Finedon  Urban 

Water  Supply 

£1,000 

Sanctioned 

Mai’. 

30th 

Wellingborough  Rural 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

£8,200 

Sanctioned 

May 

24th 

Hardingstone  Rural 

at  Irthlingborough 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

£2,000 

Pending 

June 

15th 

Kettering  Rural 

at  Yardley  Hastings 

Water  Supply  at  Pytchley 

£1,200 

Referred  back 

July 

24th 

Brixworth  Rural 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

£800 

Sanctioned 

Sep. 

20th 

Wellingborough  Urban 

at  Holcot 

Water  Supplj’ 

£9,200 

Part  sanctioned 

99 

99 

99  99 

Extension  of  Sewers 

£700 

Sanctioned 

99 

21st 

Brixvortli  Rural 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

£1,000 

Sanctioned 

Oct. 

17  th 

99  99 

at  Guilsborough 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

£500 

Under  consider- 

99 

18th 

Daventry  Rural 

at  Old 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

£5,000 

ation 

Sanctioned 

99 

19th 

Towcester  Rural 

at  Woodford-cum-Membris 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

£1,600 

Pending 

9** 

26th 

Raunds  Urban 

at  Towcester 

Sewerage 

£200 

Sanctioned 

Nov. 

13th 

Hardingstone  Rural 

Water  Supply  for  Denton 

£450 

Pending 

It  will  thus  he  seen  from  the  foregoing  tabnlation,  that  the 
year  1900  is  distingnished  from  either  of  the  two  preceding 
years  by  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  deyising  effectiye 
woi’ks  of  sanitary  improyement  that  am  cei-tain  to  bear  good 
fi-nit  hereaftei', 

I  noticed  during  the  year  that,  thongh  the  Local  Goyernment 
Hoard  sent  information  to  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Council  of 
Impiiries  about  to  be  held  by  their  Inspectors  in  respect  of  loans 
foi'  woi'ks  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal,  similar  notices  of 
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Inquiries  respecting  Water  Supply  were  not  sent.  This  was  a 
matter  of  serious  inconvenience  to  tlie  County  Council,  for  I  have 
more  than  once  been  asked  for  an  opinion  on  schemes  for  water 
supply,  and,  by  the  custom  which  prevailed,  was  practically 
debarred  from  watching  the  progress  of  events  when  such  schemes 
w'ere  laid  before  the  Inspectors  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
I,  therefore,  communicated  with  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Council 
on  the  matter,  and  he  wwote  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
asking  that  the  County  Council  might  have  notice  of  all  such 
Inquiries  in  the  same  manner  as  for  Inquiries  in  respect  of 
Sewerage  and  Sew^age  Disposal.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  i*ecord 
that  the  Local  Goveriiment  Board  replied  at  once  consenting  to 
do  this.  In  consequence  of  this  concession,  I  was  enabled  to 
attend  important  Inquiries  as  to  Water  Supply  at  Pytchley, 
Wellingborough,  and  Denton,  at  the  first  of  which  places  I  had 
some  time  since  made  a  special  inquiry  for  and  report  on  the 
subject  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  County  Council. 

A  communication  was  received  during  the  year  from  the 
Royal  Statistical  Society  as  to  the  advisability  of  an  intermediate 
census  of  the  population  being  taken  in  the  year  1906.  This  is 
a  matter  of  very  considerable  importance.  The  regular  Decennial 
Census  ordinarily  requires  information  showing — 

(a)  The  name,  age,  sex,  profession  or  occupation,  condition 

as  to  marriage,  relation  to  the  head  of  the  family, 
birthplace,  and  (where  the  person  w^as  born  abroad), 
nationality  of  every  living  person  in  each  household; 

(b)  Whether  any  person  is  blind,  or  deaf  and  dumb,  imbecile 

or  lunatic  ; 

(r)  If  tlie  occupier  has  less  than  five  rooms,  the  number  of 
rooms  occupied  by  him  ;  and 

(d)  In  the  case  of  Wales,  or  the  County  of  Monmouth, 
whether  any  person  speaks  English  only,  or  Welsh 
only,  or  both  English  and  Welsh. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  intermediate  or  quinquennial  census  is 
asked  for  merely  as  a  sort  of  stock-taking  of  the  population.  The 
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■difference  between  tlie  characters  of  the  two  censuses  is,  tlierefore, 
manifest  at  a  glance.  The  object  of  the  quinquennial  census  is 
for  the  correction  of  estimated  populations  in  different  districts 
in  the  middle  of  the  period  between  two  decennial  censuses,  and 
the  reason  for  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  Registrar  General’s 
method  of  calculation  of  the  increase  of  population  during  a 
decennial  period  being  based  on  the  assumption  that  the  same 
rate  of  increase  will  hold  good  as  in  the  previous  intercensal 
period.  The  assumption  that  the  same  rate  of  increase  holds 
good  as  in  the  previous  decade  is  by  no  means  universally  true. 
A  population  may  remain  stationary  or  even  decline  ;  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  may  increase  very  rapidly,  from  the  rise  of  some 
industry,  or  by  reason  of  a  place  becoming  notorious  as  a  health 
resort.  I  am  glad,  therefore,  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  Council, 
after  full  deliberation  on  this  subject,  resolved  that  “there  should 
be  a  quinquennial  census  of  a  simpler  and  less  elaborate 
character  than  the  decennial  census,  inquiries  in  which  should 
be  limited  to  ascertaining  the  name,  sex,  and  age  of  the  people,” 
and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  should  be  forwarded  to  the 
Prime  Minister,  the  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  to  the  Clerk  of  each  County 
Council  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  action  of  the  County  Council  in  reference  to  the 
encouragement  proposed  to  be  given  to  District  Councils  to  take 
action  under  the  Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  1893,  was  incidentally 
referred  to  in  my  last  Annual  Report.  The  decision  come  to  by 
the  County  Council  was  important,  and  should  have  considerable 
infiuence  on  the  future  action  of  District  Councils  in  the  matter. 
The  following  are  the  resolutions  of  the  County  Council  as  passed 
at  their  meeting  held  on  January  18th,  1900 : — 

(1)  That  all  the  Local  Authorities,  under  the  Isolation 
Hospitals  Act,  1893,  within  the  Administrative 
County,  should  be  provided  with  efficient  Isolation 
Hospitals,  either  separately  or  in  combination  with 
other  Districts. 
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(2)  That  in  oi'der  to  encoui'age  the  constitution  of  Hospital 

Districts  with  properly  equipped  Hospitals  under  the 
Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  1893,  the  County  Council  do 
make  annual  contributions  to  the  Local  Authorities 
within  each  such  District  in  aid  of  the  expenses  of 
the  H  ospitals,  whether  within  or  without  the  County 
Area,  if  it  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council 
that  such  Hospitals  supply  the  needs  of  any  District 
or  part  of  a  District  within  the  County,  all  contri¬ 
butions  being  subject  to  conditions  to  be  prescribed 
by  the  County  Council  to  secure  efficiency. 

(3)  That  such  annual  contributions  do  not  exceed  one-half 

of  the  “  establishment  expenses,”  as  defined  by  the 
Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  1893. 

(4)  That  when  an  Act  is  passed  enabling  similar  contributions 

to  be  made  to  existing  Hospitals,  not  erected  under 
the  Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  1893,  a  similar  annual 
contribution  be  made  to  each  such  Hospital  from  the 
date  of  the  passing  such  Act,  provided  that  each  such 
Hospital  contributed  to  complies  with  the  conditions 
to  be  prescribed  by  the  County  Council  to  secure 
efficiency. 

(5)  That  the  County  Council  do  support  the  principle  of  a 

Bill,  to  enable  contributions  to  be  made  by  a  County 
Council  towards  the  expenses  of  a  Hospital  or  Hos¬ 
pitals  provided  by  a  District  Council,  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  whether  within  or  without 
the  County  Area,  if  it  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Council  that  such  Hospitals  supply  the  needs 
of  any  District  or  part  of  a  District  within  the 
County. 

The  principal  objects  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  may  be 
summarised  thus  : — 

(a)  To  minimise  the  risks  of  infection  from  invaded  houses, 
to  the  remainder  of  the  community  ; 
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(6)  To  enable  the  sick  to  be  separated  from  the  healtliy  and 
the  healthy  to  continue  to  pursue  their  avocations  ; 
and 

(r)  To  provide  for  better  medical  control  and  nursing  than 
is  possible  in  the  homes  of  the  poor. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  objects  may  at  an  early  date  be 
moi*e  fully  secured  throughout  the  County  than  they  are  at 
present. 

I  referred  in  my  last  report  to  the  very  important  application 
of  the  Brixworth  Rural  District  Council  to  the  County  Council 
for  a  Certificate  enabling  it  to  adopt  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  in  respect  of  the  Parish  of 
Spratton  ;  to  the  holding  of  the  Local  Inquiry  required  under 
that  Act  by  Mr.  Woolston,  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  ;  and  to  the  subsequent  granting  of  the  said  Certifi¬ 
cate  by  the  County  Council.  It  has  now  to  be  recorded  that  the 
proposal  to  adopt  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890,  was  eventually  rejected  by  the  Brixworth 
Rural  District  Council  at  its  meeting  in  September,  1900.  The 
subsequent  action  of  the  Rural  District  Council  will,  therefore, 
need  to  be  closely  v  atched.  It  may  be  that  an  increase  of  building 
operations  in  adjoining  parishes  may  successfully  relieve  the 
proved  amount  of  overcrowding  which  existed  in  Spratton,  and 
it  may  be  that  vigorous  action  will  be  taken  to  secui*e  the 
effective  repair  and  maintenance  in  a  sanitary  condition  of  the 
cottages  which  were  notoriously  out  of  repair  and  insanitary  ; 
but  it  ought  not  at  the  same  time  to  be  left  out  of  consideration 
by  the  District  Council  as  to  what  extent  many  of  the  insanitary 
holdings  at  the  entrances  to  the  village  of  Spratton  are  in 
themselves  encroachments  on  the  waysides.  In  the  meantime, 
it  remains  to  be  shown  whether  the  action  of  the  Brixworth 
Rural  District  Council  in  deciding  not  to  adopt  Part  HI.  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  was  based  on  good 
grounds  or  not. 
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In  connection  with  this  subject  of  the  better  Housing  of 
Rural  populations  it  may  be  well  at  this  stage  to  draw  attention 
to  the  proceedings  of  Parliament  therein  during  the  year  1900. 
Without  going  deeply  into  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  for  the  purpose  of  housing  the 
working-classes  in  purely  Rural  districts  is  proper,  it  may  be 
reasonably  conceded  that  such  expenditure  should  never  be 
recklessly  indulged  in;  but,  when  it  is  agreed  that  such  expendi¬ 
ture  may  be  justifiable  within  certain  limits,  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  why  it  should  have  been  made  less  easy  of  accom¬ 
plishment  than  it  is  in  Urban  districts.  The  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1900,  has,  to  some  extent,  altered  this 
condition  of  things,  and  in  regard  thereto  the  Local  Government 
Board  addressed  a  Circular  Letter  to  the  Rural  District  Councils,  - 
under  date  29th  August,  1900,  from  which  the  following  is  an 
extract : — 

“  Previously  to  the  passing  of  the  new  Act,  Part  111.  of  the  Act 
“  of  1890  could  only  be  adopted  in  a  rural  district  after  the 
somewhat  complicated  procedure  prescribed  by  the  proviso  to 
“  Section  54  and  by  Section  55  of  that  Act  had  been  complied 
“  with.  These  enactments  are,  however,  repealed  by  the  present 
measure,  which  in  lien  of  the  requirements  prescribed  by 
“  them,  provides,  by  Section  2,  that  the  council  of  every  rural 
“  district  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  county  council,  adopt  Part 
“  III.  of  the  Act  of  1890,  either  for  the  whole  of  their  district 
or  for  any  contributory  place  or  places  therein.  The  county 
“  council  in  giving  or  withholding  their  consent  under  the 
Section  are  to  have  regard — 

(a)  to  the  area  for  which  it  is  proposed  to  adopt  Part  III.  ; 

■“  (h)  to  the  necessity  for  accommodation  for  the  working  classes 
“  in  that  area  ; 

“  (c)  to  the  probability  of  such  accommodation  being  provided 
“  without  the  adoption  of  the  Part;  and 

(d)  to  the  liability  which  will  be  incurred  by  the  rates,  and  to 
the  question  whether  it  is,  under  all  the  circumstances, 

■“  prudent  for  the  district  council  to  adopt  the  Part.” 
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'I  he  letter  then  says,  “  A  considerable  simplification  in  the- 
“  proceedings  for  adoption  has  thus  been  effected.”  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  simplification  is  more  apparent  than  real,  for  it  is 
not  clear  whether  a  Rnral  Distiict  Conncil  can  adopt  Part  III. 
provisionally  on  the  consent  of  the  County  Council  being  given, 
and  an  Inquiry  must  surely  be  held  by  the  County  Council  unless 
they  ai‘e  fully  satisfied  with  the  representations  of  the  District 
Council. 

The  new  Act  of  1900  has,  however,  one  provision  which  is 
of  some  importance.  In  the  words  of  the  letter  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  already  referred  to,  “  If  the  council  make  de-^ 
“  fault  in  properly  exercising  their  power  of  adopting  and  acting 
under  Part  III.  of  the  Act  of  1890,  they  will  be  liable  to  have 
their  powers  transferred  to  the  county  council  under  Section  6 
“  of  the  new  Act.  This  section  provides  that  if  a  parish  council 
“  resolve  that  a  rural  district  council  ought  to  have  taken  steps 
for  the  adoption  of  Part  III.  of  the  Act  of  1890,  or  to  have 
exercised  their  powers  under  that  Part,  and  have  failed  to  do 
“  so,  the  county  council  may,  if  satisfied  after  due  enquiry  that 
the  district  council  have  so  failed,  resolve  that  the  powers  of 
“  the  district  council  for  the  purposes  of  that  Part  shall  be 
transferred  to  the  county  council  with  respect  to  the  parish, 

“  and  they  shall  be  transferred  accordingly.”  It,  therefore, 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  parish  councils  throughout  the 
country  will  take  such  a  part  as  vdll  add  to  the  growing  interest 
in  the  national  concern  which  is  now  being  felt  in  the  matter  of 
the  efficient  housing  of  the  working  classes  in  purely  agricultural 
districts, 

I  cannot  but  think  that  the  Act  of  1900  miglit  have  given  a 
V  idei  scope  foi  action  than  it  has  to  County  Councils.  The  onus 
of  taking  action  in  respect  of  Part  III.  of  the  Act  of  1890  has. 
hitherto  i-ested  solely  on  Rural  District  Councils,  it  has  now 
been  partially  extended  to  the  Parish  Councils.  The  County 
Councils  remain  as  before  in  a  judicial  position,  and  1  cannot  but 
think  that,  for  the  sake  of  systematisation  of  work,  the  avoidance 
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of  too  limited  local  criticism,  and  the  definition  of  principle^ 
within  county  areas,  it  would  have  been  an  advantage  to  have 
made  them  sharers  with  District  Councils  in  their  powers  of 
initiative^  as  they  already  are  in  regard  to  the  abatement  of  River 
Pollution. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  an  exceptional  amount  of 
interest  was  aroused  throughout  the  country  by  the  announce¬ 
ment  of  an  outbreak  of  Arsenical  Poisoning  in  Manchester  and 
Salford,  which  was  mainly  attributed  to  the  presence  of  Aisenic 
in  Beer.  Previous  to  the  middle  of  November  the  health  officers 
in  those  places  had  no  reason  for  suspecting  the  outbreak  of  a 
fresh  form  of  disease  or  the  existence  of  impurities  in  heer.. 
The  rapid  onset  of  the  outbreak  pointed  therefore  to  unusual 
causes,  and  these  appear  mainly  to  have  been  found  in  the 
employment  of  glucose,  which  on  examination  revealed  the 
presence  of  arsenic,  in  the  brewing  of  certain  beers.  Inasmuch 
as  glucose  is  often  largely  used  in  the  manufacture  also  of  cheap 
sweets  and  jams,  the  danger  of  arsenical  poisoning  could  not  be 
regarded  as  being  confined  in  probability  to  the  consumption  of 
beer.  I  at  once  communicated  with  the  District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  and  inquired  of  them  as  to  their  knowledge  or 
otherwise  of  cases  in  their  districts  which  might  be  suspected 
as  being  due  to  arsenical  poisoning.  The  result  of  my  inquiries 
was  entirely  negative  ;  but  instructions  were  at  the  same  time 
given  to  the  Inspectors  of  Food  and  Drugs  to  take  special 
samples  of  beer,  jams,  syrups,  and  sweets,  in  the  making  of 
which  glucose  and  other  sugar  substitutes  are  not  infrequently  used. 

With  the  consent  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  I  had  a 
map  prepared  during  the  year  on  the  one-inch  scale  giving  the 
full  course  of  all  the  streams  and  rivers  in  the  administrative 
county,  so  that  the  work  of  proceeding  to  deal  with  pollutions 
thereof  might  be  carried  on  more  systematically  and  the  progress 
made  shown  clearly  year  by  year.  I  anticipate  that  the  records 
thus  obtained  will  become  increasingly  useful,  and  indicate  with 
precision  the  directions  in  which  measures  of  abatement  should 
be  promoted. 


14 


Reports  oe  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

1  cannot  but  think  it  desirable  to  emphasise  the  importance 
attached  by  the  Local  Grovernment  Board  to  the  Annual  Reports 
of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  Districts  in  the  Provinces, 
inasmuch  as  the  Board  have  forwarded  to  me  a  copy  of  a 
“  Memorandum  ”  thereon  prepared  by  the  Boards’  Medical 
Officer,  dated  December,  1900,  by  re-printing  for  the  information 
of  the  Comity  Council  aiid  others  some  of  the  prominent  features 
of  that  Memorandum, 

Thus,  for  instance,  in  reference  to  the  preparation  of  an 
Annual  Report,  it  is  stated  that  “  It  should  be  made  as  soon  as 
“  practicable  after  the  expiration  of  the  year  to  which  it  relates, 
“  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ought  not,  in  general,  to  have  any 
“  difficulty  in  doing  this  within  a  month  or  six  weeks  ;  but  if  from 
“  any  special  circumstances  the  report  cannot  be  completed  within 
six  weeks,  it  should  be  nuderstood  that  the  delay  must  not  be 
“  indefinite,  and  that  the  report  should  be  in  the  hands  of  his 
Council,  and  of  the  Board,  within,  at  most,  three  months  from 
“  the  end  of  the  year.”  Moreover,  and  this  is  a  matter  to  which 
I  have  previously  regularly  referred,  “  It  is  very  desirable  that 
“  the  Annual  Report  should  be  printed,  for  the  sake  of  facility 
“  of  reference  and  in  order  that  a  supply  of  copies  may  be  avail- 
“  able  for  distribution  among  the  Town  or  District  Councillors 
“  and  other  persons  interested.” 

In  reference  to  these  two  points,  I  beg  to  point  out  that 
some  Medical  Officers  of  Health  within  the  Admin isti*ative 
County  habitually  succeed  in  presenting  their  Annual  Reports  at 
an  early  date,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  reminder  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  on  this  point  will  be  productive  of 
more  uniform  good  results  in  the  future.  The  following  table 
show's  the  dates  at  which  the  respective  Annual  Reports  were 
received  by  me,  and  the  number  of  those  w'hich  w^ere  printed. 
I  trust  that  those  District  Councils  w'hich  do  not  at  present 
print  the  Reports  of  their  Medical  Officers  of  Health  wdll  do  so 
on  the  next  occasion. 
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REPORT 

PRINTED. 


NAME  OF  DISTRICT. 
Northampton  Rural 
Raiinds  Urban 
Borough  of  Brackley 
Kettering  Urban 
Daventry  Rural 
Brackley  Rural 
Crick  Rural 

Kettering  Rural 
Hardingstone  Rural 
Finedon  Urban  ... 

Borough  of  High  am  Ferrers 
Oundle  Rural 
Middleton  Cheney  Rural 
Oundle  Urban  ... 
Potterspury  Rural 
Brix worth  Rural 
Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural 
Towcester  Rural 
Rusbden  Urban... 
Wellingborough  Rural 
Rothwell  Urban 
Thrapston  Rural 
Desborough  Urban 
Borough  of  Daventry 
W el  1  ingborough  U rban 
Oxendon  Rural . . . 

Cretton  Rural  ... 


DATE  OF  RECEIPT. 


Januarv 

lOfch, 

1901 

...  Yes. 

16  th 

55 

..  Yes. 

19  th 

55 

5  5 

21st 

55 

...  Yes. 

21st 

55 

•  •  • 

5? 

22nd 

55 

•  •  • 

!)? 

24th 

55 

Copy  in  MS.  ; 

subsequently 

printed. 

t 

26th 

55 

...  Yes. 

26th 

55 

..  Yes. 

Februai 

y  1st 

55 

...  Yes. 

7th 

5 

•  •  • 

?? 

9th 

5 

..  Yes. 

55 

11th 

55 

*  •  • 

55 

19th 

55 

.  . . 

55 

21st 

55 

Yes. 

5  5 

23rd 

55 

•  •  • 

55 

25th 

55 

55 

26th 

55 

Yes. 

55 

28th 

55 

...  Yes. 

55 

28th 

55 

...  Yes. 

55 

28th 

55 

...  Yes. 

March 

5th 

55 

...  Yes. 

6th 

55 

Yes. 

5  5 

11th 

55 

..  Yes. 

55 

14th 

55 

...  Yes. 

^5 

20th 

55 

...  Yes. 

55 

27th 

55 

...  Yes. 

Again,  with  regard  to  the  scope  of  the  District  Reports,  the 
Memorandum  points  out  that  “  As  subjects  concerning  which  the 
“  Boai'd  desire  to  obtain,  through  Annual  Repoids  of  the  Medical 
■“  Officer  of  Health,  not  only  definite  general  information,  but 
“record  also  of  particular  changes  of  condition  that  are  occurring 
^‘incidentally  or  by  action  of  tlie  local  authority,  the  following 


deserve  to  be  especially  borne  in  mind:  — 

Physical  features  and  general  character  of  the  District. 

House  accommodation,  especially  for  the  working  class:  its- 
adequacy  and  fitness  for  habitation.  Sufficiency  of  open 
space  about  houses  and  cleanliness  of  surroundings. 
Supervision  over  erection  of  new  houses. 

Sewerage  and  drainage :  its  sufficiency  in  all  parts  of  the 
District.  Condition  of  sewers  and  house  drains.  Method 
or  methods  of  disposal  of  sewage.  Localities  where 
improvements  are  needed. 

Excrement  disposal :  system  in  vogue  ;  defects,  if  any. 

Removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse — whether  by  publie 
scavenger  or  occupiers  :  frequency  and  method. 

AV atei*  supply  of  the  District  or  its  sevei-al  parts :  its  source 
(from  public  service  or  otherwise),  nature  (river  water, 
well  watei',  upland  water,  etc.),  sufficiency,  wholesome¬ 
ness,  and  freedom  (by  special  treatment  or  othei'wise) 
from  risks  of  pollution. 

Places  over  which  the  Council  have  supervision,  e.g.y. 
lodging-houses,  slaughter-houses,  bake-houses,  dairies, 
cow-sheds,  and  milk-shops,  factories  and  woi'kshops,  and 
offensHe  trades. 

N uisances :  proceedings  foi*  their  abatement — any  remaining 
unabated. 

Methods  of  dealing  with  infectious  diseases  ;  notification  ; 
isolation  liospital  accommodation  and  its  sufficiencv  * 
disinfection. 

AVith  regard  to  such  points,  it  should  be  remembei*ed  that 
these  repoi'ts  are  for  the  information  of  the  Board  and  of  the 
County  Council  as  well  as  of  the  Council  of  the  District,  and 
that  a  statement  of  the  local  circumstances  and  histoiw  of  local 
sanitary  questions,  which  may  seem  superflous  for  the  latter,, 
may  often  be  needed  bv  the  former  bodies.” 
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It  is  plain  that,  if  the  scheme  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  the  preparation  of  the  Animal  Reports  be  nniformly 
•carried  ont,  the  compilation  of  the  Summaiy  for  the  County  will 
not  only  become  much  easier,  but  the  Summary  itself  will  be  of 
vastly  greater  atility  for  purposes  of  general  and  special  reference. 

An  alteration  has  been  made  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  in  the  forms  for  the  record  of  statistical  data. 
In  place  of  the  two  tables  previously  in  use,  there  are  now  four 
tables.  Table  I.  is  to  show  for  the  whole  of  a  district  the  number 
and  rates  of  births,  and  of  deaths  under  one  year  and  at  all  ages, 
and  the  data  on  which  the  nett  death-rate  is  based.  Correspond¬ 
ing  figures  are  also  asked  for  for  the  previous  ten  years  for 
purposes  of  comparison.  Table  II.  is  designed  to  show  the  births 
and  the  deaths  corrected  by  the  exclusion  of  those  of  non-residents 
and  the  inclusion  of  those  of  residents  dying  elsewhere,  distributed 
among  the  localities  to  which  they  belong,  and  here  again,  space 
is  given  for  the  insertion  of  the  corresponding  figures  in  previous 
years.  Table  III.  provides  for  the  number  of  notified  cases  of 
infectious  disease  during  the  year,  and  Table  IV.,  for  the  deaths 
during  the  year  from  various  causes,  classified  according  to  ages 
and  localities. 

It  is  not  possible  to  exactly  reproduce  these  tables  in  a 
Summarised  and  at  the  same  time  concise  form,  but  the  new 
tables  in  this  report  have  been  arranged  so  as  to  give  practically 
the  information  as  supplied  by  the  different  Districts  for  easy 
comparison  throughout  the  County. 

Area  and  Population. 

On  November  9th,  1900,  alterations  in  the  area  and  population 
of  the  Administrative  County  came  into  force.  By  the  provisional 
Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  the  boundary  of  the  County 
Borough  of  Northampton  has  been  altered  at  the  expense  of  the 
County,  and  the  Urban  Districts  of  Par  Cotton,  St.  James’ 
(N’ton.),and  Kingsthorpe,  as  well  as  the  Parish  of  Abington 
have  disappeared  as  such. 
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The  losses  to  the  County  are 

as  follows  : — 

Estimated 

District. 

Area. 

Foyulation. 

From  Far  Cotton  Urban 

349  acres 

4,535 

,,  St.  James’  (N’ton.)  ,, 

311  „  ... 

6,495 

,,  Kingsthorpe  ,, 

1,058 

13,620 

,,  Northampton  Rural 
(Abington  and  Dallington) 

489 

570 

2,207  acres 

25,220 

At  the  same  time,  wliile  tlie  Borougli  of  Northampton  has  been 
enlarged  to  tliese  extents,  in-as-mncli  as  it  has  not  absorbed  the 
entire  area  of  all  the  districts  named,  certain  portions  of  Far 
Cotton,  St.  James’  (N’ton.),  and  Kingsthorpe  remain  in  the  County 
though  as  parts  of  previously  existing  districts.  Thus,  the  area 
of  the  Brixworth  Rural  District  has  been  enlarged  by  the 
addition  of  960  acres  from  Kingsthorpe,  and  its  population  by 
75  ;  the  area  of  the  Hardingstone  Rural  District  has  been 
increased  by  the  addition  of  61  acres  from  Far  Cotton  ;  while 
the  area  of  the  Northampton  Rural  District,  reduced  by  375 
acres  from  the  Parish  of  Abington  and  114  acres  from  the  Parish 
of  Dallington,  has  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  49  acres 
from  St.  James’  (N’ton.). 

There  are  now  only  twenty-seven  Districts  instead  of  thirty 
within  the  Administrative  County  of  Northampton,  of  which  11 
instead  of  14  are  Urban  Districts,  and  16  as  before  are  Ruiul 
Districts.  The  Urban  Districts  have  now  a  total  area  of  37,587 
acres,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  544,405  acres,  making  together 
a  total  of  581  ,992  acres  for  the  Administrative  County. 


Area  ix  Acres  of  Urbax  Districts. 


Name  of  District. 

iNh.  of 

A  eres. 

Name  of  District. 

No.  of 
A  cres. 

Borough  of  Brackley 

3,849 

Kettering 

...  2,814 

„  „  Daventry 

3,633 

Oundle  ... 

...  3,144 

„  „  High  am 

Rannds  .. 

...  4,460 

Feri'ei'S 

1,945 

Roth  well 

...  3,638 

Desborough 

2,400 

Rush  den 

...  3,778 

Finedon 

3,661 

W  ellingborouo’h 

o  o 

...  4,265 
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Area 

IN  Acres  of 

Rural  Districts. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Name  of  District. 

Acres. 

Name  of  District. 

A  cres. 

Brackley 

..  42,435 

Middleton  Cheney  . . . 

13,888 

Brixworth 

..  63,608 

Xortharapton 

16,184 

Crick 

18,547 

Oundle 

57,771 

Daventry 

..  60,886 

Oxendon 

34,490 

Easton -on-the-Hill 

6,341 

Potterspuiy 

19,915 

Grretton 

..  12,299 

Thrapston 

36,836 

Hardino’stone 

...  32,576 

Towcester 

42,455 

Kettering 

49,338 

Wellino-borouMi 

o  O 

36,836 

Population. — 

The  population  of  the  County,  estimated  by 

the  respective  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  on  which  their 
mortality-rates  are  based,  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Districts. 

Census,  1891. 

Estimated  to  middle 
of  1900. 

Urban... 

79,525 

*  93,488 

Rural  ... 

123,756 

127,190 

Totals . 

203,281 

t  ^  220,678 

*  The  loss  to  the  Count}'  causeil  by  the  extension  of  the  Borough  of  Northampton  has  been 

allowed  for. 

t  The  Census  of  1901  sliewed  the  total  population  to  be  only  207,466. 

Among  the  references  to  this  subject  in  the  Reports  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  the  following  : — 

Kettering  Urban  : — “  Calculated  in  the  usual  manner,  the 
“  population  of  Kettering  at  Midsummer  was  about  30,000.” 

Daventry  Rural  : — “  I  see  no  reason  to  think  there  has  been 
“  any  change  in  the  population  of  the  District,  and  estimate  it  to 
“  the  middle  of  the  year  1900,  at  13,709,  which  is  the  same  as 
“  given  by  the  census  of  1891.” 
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Kettering  Rural  : — “  The  population  has  slightly  increased 
“  in  the  villages  of  Burton  Latimer  and  Broughton,  and  is 
“  probably  about  the  same  as  last  year  in  other  parts.  I  estimate 
“  the  population  in  the  middle  of  the  year  at  12,000.” 

Northampton  Rural  : — “  Table  I.  is  drawn  out  to  show,  if 
“  possible,  the  different  birth-rates  and  death-rates  for  the  last 
“  ten  years  in  comparison  with  the  present  year.  Previous  to 
“  1893,  however,  this  District  included  Kingsthorpe,  Kingsley 
“  Park,  and  Semilong,  so  that  it  has  only  been  possible  to  make 
“  out  such  a  table  for  the  last  seven  years.  Regarding  the  present 
“  year  also,  during  the  last  two  months,  the  populous  portion  of 
“  Abington  District  has  been  taken  away  and  made  part  of  the 
“  town,  so,  as  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  correction  for  such  a 
“  short  period,  it  must  be  remembered  that  this  somewhat  dimin- 
“  ishes  our  birth  and  death-rates  for  the  last  year.  T  have 
“  estimated  the  population  as  equal  to  that  of  the  previous  year, 
but  as  the  census  will  be  taken  during  1901,  we  shall  be  able  in 
“  future,  to  get  a  more  correct  idea  of  our  population.” 

OuNDLE  Rural: — “The  figures  given  under  the  head  of 
“  population  are  probably  slightly  inaccurate  after  the  year  1892, 
“  being  on  the  assumption  that  the  large  decrease  in  our  pop- 
“  ulation,  wdiich  took  place  between  1881  and  1891,  went  on  at 
“  the  same  rate.  I  expect  that  the  coming  census  will  show  just 
“  a  small  decrease  in  comparison  with  the  last.” 

Thrapston  Rural  : — “  The  coming  census  will,  I  expect, 

“  show  a  slight  increase  for  the  whole  District,  the  gain  in  the 
“  manufacturing  villages  being  counterbalanced  by  a  slight  loss 
“  in  the  purely  agricultural  parts.” 

Towcester  Rural  “  The  Rural  Sanitary  District  of 
“  Towcester  contained  at  the  census  of  1891,  a  population  of 
“  11,960  souls.  The  community  being  mainly  agricultural,  little 
“  in  the  way  of  manufacture  operating  to  prevent  the  decline 
“  in  numbers,  estimated  to  go  on  at  the  rate  of  about  62  per  year, 

“  its  population  is  supposed  to  be  at  the  middle  of  1900,  about 
“  11,399.” 
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Births. 

There  were  5,621  births  registered  in  the  Administrative 
County  during  the  year.  Of  these  births,  2,582  were  in  the 
Urban  Districts  and  3,039  were  in  the  Rural  Districts.  These 
figures  give  but  low  birth-rates  as  compared  with  the  averages 
for  the  previous  nine  years. 

The  average  birth-rate  of  the  whole  Administrative  County 
per  1,000  of  population,  and  of  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  respectively,  for  the  years  1891- -1900,  is  shewn  in  the 
following  table,  together  with,  for  purposes  of  comparison,  the 
corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  for  the  33  large 
towns  in  England  and  Whales,  taken  from  the  Registrar- General  s 
Returns. 

The  comparison,  however,  of  the  number  of  births  in  the 
Urban  Districts  as  now  constituted  with  the  figures  of  previous 
years,  can  hardly  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  since  three  increas¬ 
ingly  populous  Urban  Districts  have  been  absorbed  into  the 
Borough  of  Northampton. 


Districts. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Administrative 

County 

29-3 

30-3 

29-1 

27-9 

29-6 

28-8 

29*5 

28-29 

27-57 

25-47 

Urban  Districts 

30-2 

34-2 

32-9 

32-4 

34-5 

32-4 

33-49 

31-1 

30-37 

27-6 

Rural  Districts. 

28-9 

28-3 

26-8 

25-3 

26-3 

26*1 

26-4 

25-8 

25-06 

23-89 

England  &  W ales 

31-4 

30-5 

30-8 

29-6 

30-3 

29-7 

29-6 

29-4 

29-2 

28-9 

Large  Towns  in 
England  &  W ales 

32-5 

31-8 

31-8 

30-6 

31-2 

30-7 

30-7 

30-3 

30-2 

29-4 

The  birth-rate  for  the  County  is  thus  seen  to  have  been  lower 
in  1900  than  in  anyone  of  the  previous  nine  years,  both  as  a 
whole  and  in  respect  of  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts, 
and  the  like  rates  were  also  much  lower  than  those  for  England 
and  Wales  and  their  33  large  towns. 
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The  birth-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts  from  IIT  pen 
1,000  of  population  in  the  Onndle  District  to  SST  per  1,000  in 
the  Finedon  District,  while  in  the  Rural  Districts  the  variation 
was  between  19-6  per  1,000  in  the  Oundle  District  and  277  per 
1,000  in  the  TV  ellingborough  District,  It  is  interesting’  to  note 
that  the  Onndle  Urban  and  TTelling’borough  Rural  Districts  held 
the  like  position  to  the  other  Districts  in  the  years  1897,  1898, 
and  1899  as  in  the  year  1900,  in  respect  of  their  birth-rates. 


Arranged  in  the  order  of  their  birth-rates  the  Urban  Dis- 


tricts  stand  thus 

Finedon  ... 

Per  1,000  of 
Popndation. 

...  33-1 

Kettering 

...  31-3 

*  Rush  den  ... 

...  30-2 

Desboroug’h 

...  28-1 

Raunds  . . . 

...  28-1 

Higham  Ferrers 
Borough 

...  26-0 

Fer  1,000  of 
Foimlation. 

Wellingborough  ...  24’45 

Brackley  Borough  237 
Roth  well  ..  21 ’65 

Daventry  Borough  20  56 
Oundle  ...  ...  ll'l 


The  position  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  respect  of  their  birth¬ 
rates  is  as  follows  : — 


Wellingborough  . 

Daventrv 

Kettering 

Potterspury 

Thrapston 

Middleton  Cheney 

Towcester 

Hardingstone 


Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

.  277 
.  26-0 
.  25-8 

.  24-65 

.  24-3 

23-4 
.  23-3 

.  22-8 


Per  1,000  of 

P  opulation. 

K  orth  ampton 

..  22-7 

Crick 

..  21-4 

Gretton  ... 

..  21-4 

Bracklev  ... 

C' 

..  21-3 

Brixworth 

..  21-05 

Easton-on-the-Hill 

20-9 

Oxendon 

..  20-7 

Oundle 

..  19-6 

Deaths. 

General  Mortality  . — The  total  number  of  Deaths 
registered  in  the  Administrative  County  dining  the  year  1900, 
was  3,078;  of  these,  1,140  were  registered  in  the  Urban  Districts 
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and  1,938  in  the  Rural  Districds.  The  nmnber  of  deaths  are 
not  properly  comparable  with  the  numbers  for  previous  years 
owing’  to  the  reduction  of  the  County  area  ]  but  calculated  on 
the  estimated  population,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  mortality -rates 
for  both  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  were  par¬ 
ticularly  good.  In  considering,  however,  the  mortality -rates  for 
the  combined  Rural  Districts,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  these 
are  inclusive  of  the  mortalities  supplied  by  the  County  Asylum 
at  Berry  Wood. 

The  averag’e  death-rate  of  the  whole  Administrative  County 
per  1,000  of  its  population,  and  of  the  combined  Urban  and 
Rural  Districts  respectively,  for  the  years  1891 — 1900,  is  shown 
in  the  following  table,  together  with,  for  purposes  of  comparison, 
the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  W  ales,  and  for  the  33 
large  towns  in  England  and  Wales,  taken  from  the  Registrar- 
GeneraTs  Returns. 


Districts. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Administrative 

County 

17*8 

16*6 

15*8 

14-8 

15*8 

14-5 

15*5 

14*3 

14*1 

13-9 

Urban  Districts 

15-0 

16*1 

15-2 

14-8 

15-1 

13-7 

14-79 

14-0 

13-0 

12*19 

Rural  Districts. 

18*8 

16-7 

16-2 

14-8 

16-4 

15-1 

16-09 

14-6 

15-1 

15*2 

England  &  W ales 

20-2 

190 

19-2 

16-6 

18-7 

17-1 

17-4 

17-5 

18-3 

18-3 

Large  Towns  in 
England  &  Wales 

22-4 

20-6 

21-5 

18-0 

20*5 

18-9 

19-0 

19.0 

20-2 

19*5 

From  this  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  general  County 
mortality-rate  was  lower  in  1900  than  in  any  one  of  the  preceding 
nine  years,  and  much  below  the  same  rates  for  England  and 
yUales  or  the  33  larg’e  towns.  This  is  a  most  satisfactory  feature. 

On  the  subject  of  the  general  mortality  of  the  several 
districts  of  the  County,  the  following  are  the  most  important 
references  to  be  found  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  District 
Medical  Officers  of  Health:  — 
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Bkackley  Boeough. — “  Excluding  six  deaths  which  were  of 
persons  not  belonging  to  the  district,  and  calculating  on  an 
“  estimated  population  of  2,700,  the  death-rate  for  the  year  was 
“  8'1  per  1,000.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  on  record  for  the  borough 
“  and  compares  favourably  with  14-7  the  average  for  the  previous 
“  nine  years.” 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “The  death-rate  of  11 -6  per 
“  1,000  is  a  low  one,  and  if  we  exclude  the  deaths  of  four 
“  children  who  were  prematurely  born,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
“  survived  their  birth  only  a  few  hours,  we  shall  bring  down  the 
death-rate  to  10T8  per  1,000,  which  is  most  satisfactory.” 

Desborough  Urbax.— “The  death-rate  of  11-77  per  1,000 
“  is  indeed  a  very  low  one,  and  this,  notwithstanding  the  heavy 
“  mortality  from  Whooping  Cough  and  Typhoid  Fever.  During 
the  past  ten  years  the  highest  death-rate  (17*96)  was  registered 
“  in  1891,  and  the  lowest  (lO’O)  in  1894.” 

Finedon  Urban. — Speaking  of  the  general  death-rate  as 
being  10*5  per  1,000,  “This  is  a  most  satisfactory  rate,  and  the 
“  lowest  I  have  had  to  record  since  the  formation  of  the  Council. 
“The  previous  rates  have  been  as  follows:  1895,  16*7;  1896, 
“14*9;  1897,  15*9;  1898,  12*6;  1899,  14*5.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “  The  death-rate  is  slightly  lower  than 
“  the  exceptionally  low  one  of  last  year.” 

Raunds  Urban.  “  The  deatlis  from  all  causes  numbered 
“  42,  including  19  males  and  23  females,  this  showing  the 
remarkably  low  death-rate  of  9*58  per  1,000,  as  against  8*9  in 
“  1899,  which  I  should  say  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in 
“  Raunds,  and  10*97  in  1898,  and  19*9  in  1897.  Bronchitis  and 
pneumonia  accounted  for  6  deaths,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that 
“  the  great  prevalence  of  pulmonary  diseases  annually  is 
principally  due  to  the  dampness  of  the  atmosphere,  more 
“  especially  in  winter,  and  this  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  town  lies  at  a  much  lower  level  than 
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“  tliat  of  any  part  of  the  surrounding  district.  There  has  not 
“  been  a  single  death  from  Cancer  during  the  year.” 

Rothwell  Ueban. — “The  death-rate,  14’4,  keeps  much  the 
“  same,  there  being  64  as  against  66  the  year  before.  This  can- 
“  not  be  considered  a  high  death-rate,  more  especially  when  we 
“  remember  that  it  is  considerably  augmented  by  the  deaths  of 
“  old  men  in  Jesus  Hospital.  Thus,  there  were  no  fewer  than 
“  five  deaths  in  this  Institution  last  year,  all  old  men  coming 
“  from  neighbouring’  districts,  and  dying  as  much  from  old  age 
“  as  from  any  pronounced  disease.” 

“  WELLiNGBOEorGH  Ueban.— It  is  noted  that  “the  Heath- 
“  rate  is  considerably  lower  than  last  year,  and  is,  with  one 
“  exception,  the  lowest  during  the  last  eleven  years  ;  also  that 
“  the  largest  number  of  Heaths  was  in  the  month  of  January  and 
“the  smallest  in  the  mouths  of  October  and  November.” 

Beixwoeth  Rueal. — On  a  comparison  of  the  mortality- 
rates  for  the  year  1900  with  those  of  1899,  it  is  said  that 
“  These  statistics  prove  that  the  death-rate  for  1900  is  low,  as 
“  compared  with  the  previous  year ;  this  is  indicative  that  the 
“  sanitary  state  of  the  District  is  becoming  more  condmuve  to 
“  health.  The  Infantile  Mortality,  Phthisis,  and  Zymotic  Death- 
“  rates,  compare  favourably  with  previous  years:  these  deaths 
“  are  greatly  dependent  on  the  insanitary  conditions  of  a  district, 
“  the  chief  factors  in  their  causation  being  overcrowding,  bad 
“  drainage,  impure  water,  and  insanitary  surroundings.” 

Ceick  Rueal.- — Speaking  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes,. 
“  As  regards  age,  3  of  these  deaths  occurred  among  infants  under 
“  one  year  of  age,  3  among  children  over  one  and  under  five 
“years  of  age,  and  21,  or  nearly  one-half  the  total  number, 
“  among  persons  aged  sixty-five  and  upwards.” 

Geettox  Rueal.— “  The  death-rate  is  higher  than  last  year,. 
“  when  it  was  very  low  indeed.  With  such  a  small  population 
“  there  are  certain  to  be  great  variations  from  time  to  time  in  the 
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rates  of  mortality,  and  a  year  of  very  low  Deatli-rate  is  likely 
to  be  followed  by  one  with  a  i*ate  bigdier  than  the  average/’ 


Hardixgstone  Rural. — “  The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the 
District  was  93,  which  is  mnch  less  than  in  any  year  during 
the  last  ten  years  and  gives  a  rate  of  only  11  per  1,000.  The 
average  for  the  ten  years  was  132’3,  with  a  rate  of  15' 7  per 
1,000.” 


XoRTHAMPTON  Rural. — ‘‘  The  total  number  of  deaths  was 
169,  giving  a  mortality  per  1,000  of  24' 1,  exactly  equal  to  that 
of  the  previous  year,  and  to  the  mean  mortality  of  the  past 
seven  years.  Of  these  deaths,  however,  98  occurred  in  Berry 
Wood  Asylum,  and  when  these  are  deducted  and  the  true 
mortality  obtained,  we  find  the  deaths  for  the  year  were  enly 
71,  and  the  death-rate  12  per  1,000.  This  is  a  much  smaller 
death-rate  than  has  occurred  during  the  last  seven  years  ;  the 
mean  mortality  being  8 4' 8  with  a  death-rate  of  15'1.” 


Olxdlk  Rural. — In  reference  to  the  village  of  Kings’  Cliffe, 
In  previous  reports  I  have  noted  the  high  death-rate  which 
usually  prevails  here  ;  the  past  year  has  been  no  exception. 
Kings’  Clilfe  has  a  death-rate  of  18,  compared  with  15  for  the 
whole  district.” 


PoTTERSPURY  Reral. — The  general  death-rate.  20'23  ])er 
1,000,  is  liigh  for  a  country  district,  hut  the  following  circum¬ 
stances  should  be  taken  into  jicconiit,  namely,  the  district 
includes  tlie  Woi’khouse,  and  consequently  receives  aged  and 
infirm  paupers  from  all  parts  of  the  Poor  Law  Union;  there 
lias  been  for  some  years  an  increased  mio-i-ation  of  tlie  vonno* 
and  able-bodied  into  tlie  adjacent  towns  of  Stratfoixl  and 
Wolverton  for  employment  by  tlie  L.  &  X.  -  W.  Railway 
Company,  leaving  behind  a  relatively  increased  population  of 
the  aged;  during  1900,  seven  deaths  from  premature  birth  and 
three  from  accidents  were  registered,  against  one  from  each 
cause,  respectively,  the  previous  year.” 
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The  deatli-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts  from  9*5  per 
1,000  of  the  population  in  the  Raunds  District,  to  16*5  per  1,000 
in  Daventry  Borough.  In  the  Rural  Districts  the  variation  in 
the  death-rate  was  from  ll'O  per  1,000  in  the  Easton-on-the-Hill 
and  Hardingstone  Districts  to  20'2  per  1,000  in  the  Potterspury 
District. 


AiTane-ed  in  order  of  their  death-rates  the  Urban  Districts 


stand  thus  :  — 


Per  1,000  of 
Population. 


Rauiids  ... 

9-5 

Brackley  Borough ... 

10-3 

Finedon  ... 

10-5 

Rushden  ... 

10-6 

Higham  Ferrers 

Borough  ... 

11*6 

Des  borough 

11-7 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

Kettering  ...  12 '3 

Wellingborough  ...  12‘8 

Rothwell...  ...  14*1 

Oundle  ...  ...  14‘9 

Daventry  Borough  16’5 


The  position  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  respect  of  their  death- 
rates  is  as  follows  :  — 


Per  1,000  of 

Per  1,000  of 

Population. 

Population. 

Faston-on-the-Hill 

11-0 

Oundle 

...  14-7 

Hardingstone 

...  11-0 

Towcester 

...  14-7 

Northampton  (less 

W  ellingborough 

...  150 

Berry  Wood  Asylum)  12’0 

Daventry 

...  151 

Middleton  Cheney 

...  12-6 

Thrapston 

...  151 

Brackley 

...  13-6 

Gretton 

...  16-6 

Brixworth 

...  14-4 

Crick 

...  17-2 

Kettering 

...  14-4 

Potterspury 

...  20-2 

Oxendon 

...  14-6 

Infantile  Mortality. 

— It  is  most  pleasing  to  be  able 

to  record  that  the  mortality-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
uge  during  the  year  1900  was  lower  than  in  any  one  of  the 
preceding  ten  years,  not  merely  in  the  Administrative  County 
as  a  whole,  but  in  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts 
respectively  also.  It  may  be  too  much  to  say  that  this  most 
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encouraging*  featui’e  is  largely  due  to  greater  maternal  care  of 
infants,  but  it  is  a  fact  that  in  many  districts  of  the  County  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  have  made  strenuous  efforts  to  secure 
that  result  and  I  cannot  but  believe  that  their  endeavours  have 
been  of  some  avail.  It  is  much  to  be  hoped  that  there  will  be  no 
relaxation  on  the  part  of  District  Councils  in  the  dissemination 
of  precepts  on  the  care  and  feeding  of  infants  so  that  the 
deplorable  effects  of  ignorance  and  indifference  in  such  matters 
t/  I)e  n^ore  oI)serval3le  in  the  future  than  they  now  are. 
The  average  infant-mortality  per  1,000  births  in  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  County  for  the  nine  years  1891 — 99  is  130']  ;  during  the 
year  1900,  the  rate  was  109*76,  showing  a  very  marked  improve¬ 
ment. 

The  average  infantile  death-rate  for  the  whole  Administrativ^e 
County  per  1,000  births,  and  of  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  respectively,  for  the  years  1891—1900,  is  shown  in  the 
following  table,  together  wdth,  for  purposes  of  comparison,  the 
corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  for  the  33  lai*ge 
towns  in  England  and  Wales,  taken  from  the  Registrar- General’s 
returns  :  — 


Districts. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Adnunistrative 

County 

137 

125 

132 

125 

135 

119 

134 

133 

131 

109 

Urban  Districts 

153 

142 

140 

143 

143 

132 

142 

158 

143 

126 

Rural  Districts. 

130 

114 

125 

112 

124 

108 

125 

107 

118 

95 

England  &  Wales 

149 

148 

159 

137 

161 

148 

156 

160 

163 

154 

Large  Towns  in 
England  &  Wales 

167 

163 

181 

152 

182 

168 

176 

178 

181 

172 

from  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  infantile  death-rate  per 
1,000  bii'tbs  for  the  Administrative  County  was  greatly  below  the 
like  rates  for  both  England  and  Wales  or  the  large  towns  of  the 
country. 
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The  chief  among  the  comments  on  the  subject  to  be  found 
in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
are  the  following  : — 

Dayextry  Borough. — “  The  infant  mortality  is  most  extra- 
“  ordinarily  low,  and  especially  for  an  Urban  District.” 

■  Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “  There  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
“  groAving  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  mothers  in  this  locality 
“  to  bring  up  their  children  by  hand  instead  of  using  the  means 
“  provided  by  nature,  which  may  pi-obably  be  due  to  the 
“  exigencies  of  the  local  industry  in  Avhicli  many  of  tbem  are 
“  eno’aged.  This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  the  difficulties  of 
“  propei-ly  feeding  an  infant  by  hand  are  so  great  that  it  can,  in 
“  such  circumstances,  rarely  be  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory 
“  manner,  as  is  sheAvn  by  the  number  that  die  from  various 
“  intestinal  disordei  s.  But  I  am  glad  to  note  greater  appreciation 
“  of  the  value  of  milk  in  infant  feeding.  It  is  impossible  to- 
“  consider  the  important  question  of  infant  mortality  Avithout 
“  being  impressed  Avith  the  thought  that  the  Avhole  of  the  evil 
“  is  by  no  means  included  in  a  high  death-rate.  A  system  that 
“  leads  to  so  great  a  mortality  must  have  a  bad  influence  on  some 
“  aaTio  survive  ;  hindering  the  natural  growth  and  develop- 
“  ment  of  the  child,  and  so  leaving  permanent  traces  on  the- 
“  individual  through  life.” 

Desborough  Urban. — “A  most  regretable  fact  connected 
“  Avith  my  Report  for  1899  was  the  abnormally  high  mortality 
“  amongst  children  below  the  age  of  one  year,  namely,  259  deaths 
“  to  1,000  registered  births,  which  I  then  held  was  in  great  part 
“  due  to  improper  feeding.  Happily,  a  decided  improAmment  in 
“  this  respect  has  marked  the  past  year,  and  I  now  hav^e  the 
“pleasure  of  presenting  an  infantile  death-rate  of  109  per  1,000' 
“  births.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  of  those  recorded  in  the  last 
“  nine  years,  and  Avill  compare  favourably  Avith  any  other  in  tho 
“  country.  It  Avould  perhaps  be  premature  to  conclude  that  the- 
“  policy  of  those  hav  ing  the  care  of  infnnts  had  taken  a  sudden 
“  change  for  the  better,  but  it  is  permissible  to  assume  that 
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ignorance  in  some  cases  at  least  had  given  way  to  more  enlight¬ 
ened  methods.  There  is  no  reason  why  this  most  satisfactory 
rate  should  not  be  maintained  or  even  lowered  in  the  future,  if 
the  infants  only  receive  that  treatment  which  hiature  and 
common-sense  alike  dictate.  The  average  Infantile  rate  of 
mortality  foi‘  the  years  1892 — 99  was  155  per  1,000  births 
registered.  The  number  of  deaths  registered  below  the  age  of 
one  year  was  12;  in  1899  the  number  was  27.” 
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Fixe  DON  Uriux. — “The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  was  18,  giving  a  rate  of  90-2  per  1,U00  births 
registered.  This  rate  is  again  by  far  the  lowest  I  have  yet 
recorded.” 


R/AUXUs  Urban.  “  i  am  glad  to  say  the  infantile  mortality 
of  8l  3  IS  much  lower  than  that  of  the  two  nreceding’  years, 
“  which  were  99  and  180-4  respectively.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “This  is  much  too  high,  and  should  be 
“  considerably  reduced  by  proper  attention  and  feeding.” 

Brackley  Rural. — “  The  infantile  death-rate,  calculated  on 
“the  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  per  1 ,000  births 
“registered,  was  102-4  against  120  in  1899.” 

Brixworth  Rural.  —  Speaking  of  the  improved  infantile 
mortality -rates,  “  Death-rates  at  these  ages  are  most  important, 
as  they  alford  positive  evidence  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  a 
community.  At  the  same  time,  1  should  like  to  point  out  that 
“  some  of  this  infant  and  child  mortality,  which  is  preventible, 
“  IS  due  to  other  causes  than  insanitary  conditions,  such  causes 
being  matei*nal  neglect,  insiifhcient  aud  improper  feeding.” 

Crick  Rlral.  “  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  \'ear  i-epresents  the  exceptionally  low  rate  of  infant  mor- 
“  tality  of  57  per  1,000  births.” 

Daventry  Rural. — “  The  Infant  Mortality  under  one  year 
■“  was  109  per  1,000  births,  this,  although  a  slight  improvement 
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on  the  previous  year,  is  still  higher  than  I  consider  it  should 
he  for  a  Rural  Tdistrict.” 


Grktton  Rural.  — “  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  also  lower 
than  the  average  for  the  last  five  years.” 

Hardirgstone  Rural. — “  The  number  of  deaths  of  children 
under  1  year  of  age  is  this  year  remarkably  small  (only  10), 
o-ivino-  a  death-rate  per  1,000  births  of  52-08,  whilst  the  average 
-“for  the  10  years  was  25-6,  with  a  rate  of  llO’fi.  Last  year 
“  there  were  only  18  deaths,  which  was  remarkably  low,  but  this 
*•  year  it  is  still  lower.” 

Northampton  Rural. — “  The  deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
“were  only  15,  giving  a  death-rate  per  1,000  births  of  94  2. 
“  This  is  a  much  lower  infant  death-rate  than  has  occurred  during 
“  the  last  seven  years,  the  mean  being  23  deaths  and  death-rate 
of  139-8,  so  that,  though  fewer  children  have  been  bong  a  much 
“  larger  percentag’e  of  those  born  have  lived  than  in  all  the 
■“  previous  seven  years.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “  This  is  about  the  same  as  last 
“  year,  and  much  less  than  previous  years. 

The  infantile-mortality  rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts 
from  24-6  pei-  1,000  births  in  the  Borough  of  Daventry  to  149-7 
per  1,000  births  in  the  Rusliden  District.  In  the  Rural  Districts 
the  vai'iation  in  this  mortality  was  from  o2  0  per  1,000  biiths  in 
the  Hardingstone  District,  to  137-9  in  the  Potterspury  District. 


Arran a-ed  in  order  of  their  infantile-mortality  rates  the 


Urban  Districts  stand  thus; 


Daventry  Borough 

Per  1,000 
Births. 

...  -24 

Brackley  Borough 

.  46 

Raunds 

81 

Finedon 

...  90 

Oundle 

...  100 

Desborougli 

...  109 

W  ellin  gborough 

Per  1,000 
Births. 

.  118 

Hiaham  Ferrers 

o 

Borough 

. .  130 

Roth  well 

.  142 

Kettering 

...  146 

Rush  den 

...  149 
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The  position  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  respect  of  their 
infantile-mortality  rates  is  as  follows  ; — 


Hardingstone 

Per  1,000 
Births. 

...  52 

Northampton 

Per  1,000 
Births. 

...  94 

Easton-on -the-Hill  ...  55 

Brackley 

...  102 

Crick 

.  57 

Daventry 

...  109 

Oundle  ... 

...  64 

Gretton 

...  Ill 

Oxendon . . . 

...  72 

Thrapston 

...  112 

Towcester 

...  78 

Middleton  Cheney 

...  114 

Brix  worth 

...  79 

Wei  1  i  n  gborough 

.  117 

Kettering 

...  91 

Potterspury 

...  137 

Phthisis 

Mortality. 

— The  number  of  deaths  regis- 

tered  as  due  to  phthisis  in  the  Administrative  County  during* 
the  }  ear  1900  was  219.  Of  these  deaths  99  occurred  in  the- 
combined  Urban  Districts,  and  120  in  the  combined  Rural 
Districts.  Included  in  the  number  for  the  Rural  Districts, 
however,  are  14  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  Berry  Wood 
Asylum,  and  these  have  to  be  allowed  for  in  estimating  the 
true  phthisis-mortaliU*  rate  for  the  Northampton  Rural  District. 
It  is  veiy  gratifying  to  find  that  the  phthisis  mortality-rate 
for  the  whole  county  is  less  than  in  any  year  since  1895, 
and  that,  while  the  rate  for  the  combined  Urban  Districts 
is  fractionally  higher  than  the  previous  lowest  rate,  the  rate  for 
the  combined  Rural  Districts  is  markedly  lower  than  that  of  any 
}  eai  since  1895.  Of  the  total  deaths  from  phthisis  5‘02  per 
cent,  v  ere  among*  childi’en  under  five  years  of  age,  as  ag*ainst 
5-6  per  cent,  in  1899,  97  per  cent,  in  1898,  and  dB  per  cent,  in 
the  year  1897  ;  this  too  is  a  satisfactory  feature  of  the  mortality 
statisfics  for  the  year. 

^  he  following  table  shows  the  phthisis  death-rate  per  1,000“ 
of  the  population  for  the  whole  Administrative  County,  and  for 
the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  respectively,  for  the 
six  years  1895 — 1900:  — 
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Areas. 

Phthisis. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths. 

281 

249 

251 

247 

266 

219 

County. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

1*26 

1*1 

1-09 

1-05 

1-1 

0*99 

Combined  Urban 

No.  of  Deaths. 

140 

107 

116 

116 

116 

99 

Districts. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

1*56 

Ml 

M6 

1-06 

1*01 

1-05 

Combined  Rural 

No.  of  Deaths. 

141 

142 

185 

131 

150 

120 

Districts. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

1-06 

1-1 

1-04 

1-04 

M8 

0-94 

In  making  the  foregoing  comparison,  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  test  of  the  improved  mortality  lies  in  the  rates  per  1,000 
of  the  population  and  not  in  the  actual  number  of  deaths,  as  the 
area  of  the  County  and  its  population  was  reduced  during  the 
year  by  the  extension  of  the  boundaries  of  the  Borough  of 
Northampton. 

With  regard  to  the  measures  which  have  been  taken  towards 
preventing  Consumption  in  this  County,  it  must  be  pointed  out 
that  the  Northampton  Branch  of  the  National  Association  for  the 
Prevention  of  Consumption  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
issued  a  large  printed  card,  suitable  for  hanging  up  in  factories, 
in  reference  to  the  spread  of  Consumption  by  Spitting.  This 
card  was  forwarded  to  the  Council  of  every  sanitary  district  in 
the  County,  and  was  furnished  in  any  quantities  asked  for,  free 
of  cost,  on  any  District  Council  undertaking  to  distribute  them 
among  the  factories  and  workshops  situated  within  the  area  of 
their  administration.  I  have  ascertained  that  above  1,200  of 
these  cards  were  applied  for  by  some  of  the  District  Councils  of 
the  County,  so  that  the  Association  has  greatly  assisted  the 
cause  of  Public  Health  by  the  dissemination  of  knowledge  among 
the  working  classes.  A  copy  of  this  card  appears  as  an 
Appendix  to  this  report,  together  with  a  notice  drawn  up  by  the 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  N^orthamptoii  Kura]  District 
within  whicli  it  has  been  largely  distributed;  the  former,  it  is 
only  fail’  to  say,  is  a  slightly  altered  form  in  use  at  Manchester, 
where  it  has  proved  of  much  service. 

Anothei*  measure  of  immense  advantage  is  that  to  which 
reference  is  made  in  the  Kettering  Urban  and  Rural  Reports, 
namely,  the  appointment  of  a  Veterinary  Inspector  over  a 
combined  area  for  the  Inspection  of  Dairies  and  Cow-sheds.  I 
greatly  hope  that  this  most  excellent  example  will  be  followed 
in  other  parts  of  the  County. 

Among  the  chief  references  to  Phthisis  and  the  means  for 
preventing  it  to  be  found  in  the  Reports  of  the  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  are  the  following  : — 

Davextey  Boeouoh. — There  were  “six  deaths  as  compared 
“  with  nine  in  1899.  I  attach  a  leaflet  published  by  the  National 
“  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Consumption  entitled  ‘  How 
“  to  Prevent  Consumption.’  With  a  view  to  educate  the  public 
“  it  would  be  well  to  distribute  copies  to  every  householder  in 
“  the  town,  as  with  proper  care  Consumption  is  a  disease  which 
“  can  be  largely  prevented.” 

Higham  Feerees  Borough. — “  There  Avas  but  one  death  from 
“  Phthisis  during  the  year,  giving  a  death-rate  of  0’37  per 
“  1,000  of  the  population,  Avhich  is  much  beloAv  the  aA^erage. 
“  And  as  there  Avas  no  death  from  that  disease  in  1899,  I  trust 
“  that  Ave  may  fairly  hope  that  a  permanent  improvement  has 
“  now  set  in  for  us  in  this  respect,  and  that  Ave  shall  haAm  a  much 
“  better  record  in  the  future  than  Ave  haA^e  had  in  the  past.  As 
“  this  disease  is  one  almost  entirely  of  early  life,  and  as  the 
“  greater  part  of  the  young’  people  of  both  sexes  here  are 
“  employed  in  factories  and  Avorkshops,  the  importance  of  plenty 
“  of  day-light  and  a  good  supply  of  fresh  air  in  those  buildings 
“  cannot  be  too  much  insisted  upon  as  important  factors  in  pre- 
“  venting  this  terrible  disease.” 


Deshorou(Ih  Urban'. — “  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  present 
“  a  clean  bill  of  mortality  as  regards  that  terrible  scourge  of 
“  humanity,  Phthisis,  which  in  1899  claimed  three  victims.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “The  deaths  from  Phthisis  are  in  excess 
of  those  registered  last  year,  but  steps  have  been  taken  to 
make  use  of  the  knowledge  lately  acquired  with  regard  to  this 
disease,  and  to  prevent  its  i‘avages.  As  reported  last  year,  a 
National  Society  has  been  established  for  this  purpose,  and  a 
Branch  formed  for  this  County.  Several  meetings  of  the 
Committee  of  this  Branch  have  been  held.  In  this  District,  a 
Veterinary  Inspector  has  been  appointed,  whose  duty  will  be  to 
inspect  the  Cowsheds  and  the  Animals  supplying  the  milk 
to  the  town.  These  duties  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  before  long 
increased  bv  his  abilitv  to  inspect  all  carcases  of  animals 
slaughtered  for  food  at  a  common  slaughter-house,  so  that  no 
Tuberculosis  can  be  conveyed  to  any  inhabitant  of  the  town 
either  by  milk  or  meat.  Handbills  have  been  circulated 
pointing  out  the  infectiousness  of  this  disease,  and  giving 
directions  not  to  spit  in  public  places,  and  begging  people  to 
use  care  in  this  matter,  and  either  to  use  spittoons  containing  a 
disinfectant  or  to  use  rags  which  can  be  burned.  Another 
useful  step  has  been  taken,  viz.,  the  disinfection  of  rooms  in  which 
persons  have  died  of  Phthisis.  Your  Inspector  is  at  once 
informed  of  any  death  registered  from  this  disease,  and  before 
the  funeral,  offers  to  disinfect  the  place  :  this  is  generally 
accepted,  and  the  disinfection  usually  takes  place  very  shortly 
after  the  funeral.  I  do  not  think  that  the  time  has  yet  arrived  to 
recommend  even  voluntary  Notification  in  this  neighbourhood. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that,  probably  owing  to  the  better 
treatment  of  Phthisis,  as  well  as  the  greatly  improved  condition 
of  the  Factories  and  Workshops,  although  the  population  of 
Kettering  has  so  largely  increased,  the  deaths  from  Phthisis 
are  less  than  the}'  were  formerly.”  .  “No  doubt  when  the  time 
arrives  for  a  County  Sanatoilum  to  be  built  for  the  open-air 
treatment  and  isolation  of  this  disease,  Kettering  will  not  be 
behindhand  in  sharing  the  necessary  outlay.” 
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Raunds  Ukban. — “  It  will  be  seen  that  during  the  year 
phthisis  carried  off  no  fewer  than  9  victims,  this  being  by  far 
“  the  laro-est  number  for  many  years  from  that  terrible  disease. 

“  Other  tuberculous  diseases  carried  off  7  persons — these  diseases 
“  including  hip-joint  disease,  tuberculous  meningitis,  general 
“  tuberculosis — which  really  means  general  consumption  of  the 
“  whole  body,  phthisis  itself  being  consumption  of  the  lungs.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the 
“  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  was  less  than  in  the 
“  previous  year,  and  has  been  gradually  decreasing  since  1890. 
“  Leaflets  issued  by  the  National  Association  for  the  prevention 
“  of  Consumption  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  have  been 
“  distributed  to  the  Factories  and  other  places,  containing 
“  instructions  as  to  the  best  means  of  mitigating  the  spread  of 
“  the  disease.  It  is  quite  decided  that  personal  hygiene,  healthy 
“  and  sanitary  conditions  of  dwellings,  pure  air  and  sound 
“  nourishing  food  for  children  and  young  persons  in  towns  who 
“  work  in  Factories  and  Workshops  with  impure  gas  instead  of 
electric  light,  are  calculated  to  prevent  disease  of  a  Tuberculous 
“  nature  when  there  is  any  hereditary  predisposition  in  the 
“  person’s  constitution.  The  atmosphere  and  dust  convey 
“poisonous  germs  and  microbes,  especially  the  Tubercle  Bacillus, 
“  so  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  avoid  infection  from  that  source.” 

Hardingstone  Rural. — “  I  have  asked  the  sanction  of  your 
“  Board  to  issue  printed  cards  to  all  cases  of  consumption  that 
“  we  meet  with  in  the  District,  giving  instructions  how  to  avoid 
“  the  spread  of  this  disease.  It  has  also  been  decided,  in  future, 
“  to  disinfect  rooms,  etc.,  after  deaths  from  consumption,  as  in 
“  other  cases  of  infectious  disease.” 

Kettering  Rural. — “  The  deaths  from  Phthisis  have  lieen 
“  slightly  in  excess  of  last  year.  Your  Council  have  joined  with 
“  the  Ketteiing  Urban  Council  in  appointing  a  Veterinary 
“  Inspector  to  examine  Cowsheds  and  animals  supplying  Milk 
“  to  these  districts,  and  to  prevent  the  supply  of  Milk  from 
“  tuberculous  cows.  This  step  will,  of  course,  be  of  great  benefit 
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to  both,  districts.  Another  step  likely  to  be  useful  has  also  been 
“  taken.  Your  Inspector  will  be  informed  of  all  deaths  occurring 
“  from  Phthisis,  and  an  olfer  will  be  made  to  at  once  disinfect 
“  the  rooms  used  by  the  person  who  has  died  of  the  disease. 
“  The  National  Society  Tor  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  and 
“  the  Branch  for  this  County  are  still  at  work;  and  the  time  will 
“  probably  come  when  your  Council  ma}^  be  asked  to  take  a  share 
in  providing  a  County  Hospital  for  the  treatment  and  isolation 
“  of  this  disease,  which  is  now  considered  to  be  so  infectious. 
“  Some  authorities  have  already  decided  to  make  it  a  Voluntary 
■“  Notifiable  disease,  but  I  do  not  consider  that  the  time  has  yet 
“  arrived  for  such  a  step  to  be  desirable  in  this  district.” 

OuNDLE  Rueal. — Referring  to  the  mortality  from  Tubercular 
disease,  “  In  former  years  I  have  directed  your  special  attention 
“  to  the  subject,  and  the  premises  of  the  sellers  of  milk  are  now 
carefully  inspected  and  regulated  in  accordance  with  your  Bye- 
“  Laws.  The  improvement  of  house  accommodation,  more 
“  air-space  and  improved  ventilation  are  among  the  most 
“  important  factors  in  the  prevention  of  Tubercular  diseases.  A 
“  few  houses  have  been  condemned,  and  some  improved,  but 
“  much  still  remains  to  be  done.” 

Thrapston  Rural. — “  Sixteen  deaths  occurred  from  Tuber- 
“  cular  diseases.  This  seems  to  be  a  pretty  constant  figure  ;  we 
“  find  about  the  same  number  every  year.” 

The  phthisis  death-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts  from 
O'O  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  Desborough  to  2'05  per  1,000 
in  Raunds.  In  the  Rural  Districts,  the  variation  in  this 
mortality  was  from  O’O  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the 
Easton-on-the-Hill  and  Gretton  Districts,  to  I'33  per  1,000  in  the 
Wellingborough  District. 

Arranged  in  order  of  their  Phthisis  death-rates,  the  Urban 
Districts  stand  thus  : — 


38 


Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

Per  1,000  of 
Population, 

Desborough 

*  •  • 

0-0 

Wellingborough 

..  P05 

High  am  Ferrers 

Brackley  Borough 

..  Ill 

Borough 

0-37 

Oundle 

..  Ill 

RotliAvell 

•  •  • 

0-66 

Daventry  Borough 

1-26 

Finedon 

... 

0-91 

Rushden 

...  P32 

Kettering 

*  •  • 

103 

Raunds 

..  2-05 

The  position 

of 

the  Rural  Districts  in  respect  of  their 

Phthisis  death-rates 

is  as  folloAA'S  : — 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

Per  1,000  of 
Population, 

Easton  -on-the-Hill 

0-0 

Hardingstone 

..  0-71 

Gretton 

•  • 

0-0 

Middleton  Cheney 

..  0-76 

Brackley 

0-38 

Potterspury 

..  0-85 

Oundle 

0-5 

Kettering 

..  1-0 

BrixAA'orth 

*  • 

0-56 

Thrapston 

..  1-04 

ToAvcester 

«  • 

0-61 

Daventry 

..  1-16 

Oxendon 

0-64 

Crick  ... 

..  1-23 

Northampton 

t  •  • 

0-67 

W  ellingborough 

..  1*33 

Respjratory  Diseases  Mortality.— There  were 
450  deaths  registered  in  the  Administrative  County  during  the 
year  as  due  to  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  pleurisy :  of  these, 
151  occurred  in  the  combined  Urban  Districts  and  299  in  the 
combined  Rural  Districts.  These  figures  are  not  comparable 
Avith  those  for  previous  years  when  the  area  of  the  Administrative 
County  Avas  larger  ;  but  it  AAnll  be  seen  in  the  folloAAung  table  that, 
though  the  mortality-rate  for  1900  was  less  than  the  aA^erage  for 
the  preceding  fiA^e  years  in  respect  of  the  County,  the  mortality- 
rate  for  the  combined  Urban  Districts  was  markedly  loAver  and 
the  like  rate  for  the  combined  Rural  Districts  exceptionally 
aboA'e  the  aA^erage.  The  deaths  for  the  Rural  Districts  included 
three  Avhich  occurred  in  Berry  Wood  Asylum,  and  these  haA^e  to 
be  allowed  for ;  but  it  appears  likely  that,  as  in  the  year  1899, 
the  preAUilence  of  epidemic  influenza  had  a  considerable  influence- 
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on  the  incidence  of  the  respiratory  diseases,  and,  as  will  be  seen 
later  on,  this  influence  was  undoubtedly  greater  in  the  Rural 
than  in  the  Urban  Districts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death-rates  from  respiratory 
diseases  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  the  whole  Administrative 
County,  and  for  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts 
respectively,  for  the  six  years  1895 — 1900 : — 


Areas. 

Respiratory 

Diseases. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths. 

491 

414 

560 

472 

529 

450 

County. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

2-21 

1-84 

2-44 

2*0 

2*19 

2-03 

Combined  Urban 

No.  of  Deaths. 

205 

167 

232 

222 

275 

151 

Districts. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

2-28 

1*74 

2-32 

2*03 

2-41 

1-61 

Combined  Rural 

No.  of  Deaths. 

286 

247 

328 

250 

254 

299 

Districts. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

2-16 

1-91 

2*54 

1-99 

2-0 

2-35 

Of  the  total  deaths  from  these  respiratory  diseases,  166,  or 
36-88  per  cent,  were  recorded  as  being  children  under  five  years 
of  age ;  of  these,  77,  or  46-3  per  cent,  were  in  the  Urban 
Districts,  and  89,  or  53-6  per  cent,  were  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

The  death-rate  for  Respiratory  Diseases  varied  in  the  Urban 
Districts  from  0-37  per  1,000  of  population  in  Brackley  Borough, 
to  2-4  per  1,000  in  the  Wellingborough  District.  In  the  Rural 
Districts,  the  variation  in  this  mortality  was  from  1-51  per  1,000 
of  population  in  the  Oxendon  District,  to  3-7  per  1,000  in  the 
Crick  District. 

Arranged  in  order  of  their  death-rates  for  Respiratory 
Diseases,  the  Urban  Districts  stand  thus  : — 
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Brackley  Borough 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

..  0-37 

Kettering 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

...  1-46 

Higham  Ferrers 

Rushden 

...  1-53 

Borough 

0-37 

Rothwell 

...  F76 

Daventry  Borough 

.  0-76 

Finedon 

...  1-83 

Desborough 

...  1-02 

Oundle 

...  2-23 

Raunds 

...  1-36 

W  ellingborougli 

...  2-4 

The  position  of  the  Bural  Districts  in  respect  of  their 
death-rates  from  Respiratory  Diseases,  is  as  follows  : — 


Oxendon 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

...  1-51 

Kettering 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

..  2-25 

Potterspury 

...  1-53 

Oundle 

...  2-28 

Easton-on-the-Hill  L'74 

Daventry 

...  2-33 

Gretton 

...  1-78 

Thrapston 

...  2-65 

Towcester 

...  1-84 

Northampton 

...  2-88 

Brixworth 

...  1-86 

Middleton  Cheney 

...  3-06 

Brackley 

...  1*92 

W  ellingborough 

..  3-37 

Hardingstone 

...  213 

Crick 

...  3-7 

General  Zymotic  Mortality  . — The  number  of 

deaths  registered  as  having  occurred  during  the  year  in  the 
Administrative  County  from  the  zymotic  diseases — inclusive  of 
measles,  whooping-cough,  and  diarrhoea, — during  the  year  1900 
was  217.  Of  these,  118  were  in  the  combined  Urban  Districts, 
and  99  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts.  The  rates  which  these 
figures  yield  will  be  seen  in  the  subjoined  table  to  be  more 
favourable  than  in  any  year  since  1894,  which  is  a  most 
encouraging  feature  of  the  statistical  returns  for  the  County. 
Of  the  total  deaths  from  the  zymotic  diseases,  156,  or  71'88  per 
cent,  were  children  under  five  years  of  age  ;  of  these,  93,  or 
59‘61  per  cent,  were  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  63,  or  40’38  per 
cent,  were  in  the  Rmul  Districts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  general  zymotic  mor¬ 
talities  for  the  Administrative  County,  and  for  the  combined 
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Urban  and  Rural  Districts  respectively,  for  tlie  six  years  1895 — 
1900 


Areas. 

General  Zymotic 
Diseases. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths. 

304 

410 

374 

360 

293 

217 

County. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

1*37 

1*82 

1*63 

1*53 

1*21 

0-98 

Combined  Urban 

No.  of  Deaths. 

147 

223 

206 

211 

175 

118 

Districts. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

1-63 

2-32 

2  06 

1-92 

1-53 

1-26 

Combined  Rural 

No.  of  Deaths. 

157 

187 

168 

149 

118 

99 

Districts. 

Rate  jjer  1,000. 

1-18 

1  *45 

1-3 

1*18 

0-93 

0-77 

Tlie  general  zymotic  deatli-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts 
from  (>'0  per  1,000  of  popnlation  in  the  Oundle  District,  to  2'56 
per  1,000  in  the  Desborough  District.  In  the  Rural  Districts, 
the  variation  in  this  mortality  was  from  O’O  per  1,000  in  the 
Easton-on-the-Hill,  Middleton  Cheney,  and  Northampton  Dis¬ 
tricts,  to  1'64  per  1,000  in  the  Crick  District. 


Arranged  in  order  of  their  death-rates  from  Zymotic  Diseases^ 
the  Urban  Districts  stand  thus  : — 


Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

Oundle  ...  ...  O'O 

Finedon  ...  ...  0'22 

Daventry  Borough  0’25 
Brackley  Borough ...  0'37 

Raunds  ...  ...  0’68 

Rothwell...  ...  0'88 


Kettering 

Per  1,000  of 
Population^ 

...  1*26 

Rushden  . . 

...  1-46 

W  el  lingborough 

D7 

Higham  Ferrers 
Borough 

...  1-88 

Desborough 

...  2-56 

The  position  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  respect  of  their 
death-rates  from  Zymotic  Diseases  is  as  follows 
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Easton-on-the-Hill 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

0-0 

Oundle 

Per  1,000  of 
Population. 

...  0-71 

Middleton  Cheney 

...  0*0 

Brixworth 

..  0-72 

Northampton 

..  0-0 

Kettering 

..  TO 

Thrapston 

...  0-47 

Daventry 

..  1-02 

Brackley  .. 

...  0-51 

W  ellingborough 

..  IT 

Hardingstone 

...  0-.59 

Grretton  . . . 

..  1T9 

Oxen  don  . . 

...  0-64 

Potterspury 

..  1T9 

Towcester 

...  0-7 

Crick 

..  1-64 

Special  Zymotic  Diseases  and  Mortality. 

Small  Pox. — It  is  so  far  satisfactory  to  he  able  to  record 

for  the  fourth  year  in  succession  that  no  case  of  small-pox  has 
come  under  notice  in  the  County ;  hut  it  is  regrettable  not  to  be 
able  to  feel  assured  that  every  district  within  the  County  is 
properly  guarded  against  the  spread  of  the  disease  should  it  he 
introduced,  either  by  more  complete  vaccination  of  the  population 
or  by  the  provision  of  efficient  hospital  accommodation  for  the 
isolation  of  the  sick. 

3c3.rl©t  F0V©r. — There  were  816  cases  of  scarlet-fever 
known  of  in  the  County  during  the  year  1900  :  of  these,  447 
were  in  the  combined  Urban  Districts,  and  369  in  the  combined 
Rural  Districts.  No  single  district  was  entirely  free  from  the 
occurrence  of  the  disease.  The  total  scarlet-fever  prevalence  was 
equal  to  a  sickness-rate  of  0‘36  per  cent,  of  the  total  estimated 
population  of  the  County ;  in  the  combined  Urban  Districts,  the 
rate  was  0’47  per  cent.,  and  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts,  0’29 
per  cent,  of  the  population.  The  total  number  of  deaths  from 
the  disease  in  the  County  was  only  16  or  1*96  per  cent,  of  the 
cases,  as  against  2'0  per  cent,  in  the  year  1899,  3‘0  per  cent,  in 
1898,  aud  5'0  per  cent,  in  the  year  1897.  The  mild  type  of  the 
disease  which  has  of  late  years  been  markedly  noticeable,  appears 
thus  to  he  maintained,  and  the  reports  of  many  of  the  District 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  bear  testimony  to  this  feature  of  the 
disease  during  the  year  1900.  The  following  are  the  chief  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  disease  to  he  found  in  these  reports  ; — 
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Brackley  Borough. — “  Thirty- eiglit  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
■“  were  notified  (one  death).  The  epidemic  was  of  a  mild  type, 

“  so  mild  that  some  of  the  cases  were  not  recognised  until  the 
“  peeling  stage;  it  was,  therefore,  difiicult  to  prevent  the  disease 
“  spreading,  hut  I  feel  sure  that  the  epidemic  could  have  been 
“  stopped  in  its  early  stage  if  we  had  an  isolation  hospital.  Such 
“  precautions  as  the  circumstances  of  each  case  would  allow  have 
“  been  taken  to  secure  isolation,  and  all  infected  houses  have  been 
disinfected.  In  only  one  instance  has  there  been  a  recurrence 
■“  of  the  disease  in  any  house  where  disinfection  was  carried  out.” 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough. — “  There  were  eight  cases  of 
“  scarlet  fever,  all  of  a  mild  character.” 

Desborough  Urban. — “  There  were  3  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
“  notified,  all  amongst  children,  1  in  November  and  2  in  December. 

“  Happily  these  cases  were  of  a  very  mild  type.  All  needful 
precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading.  Ho 
“  local  causes  were  found  to  account  for  these  cases  arising,  nor 
could  any  common  source  of  infection  be  discovered.” 

Finedon  Urban. — “Most  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
the  finish  up  of  the  epidemic  which  began  in  1899.  One  case, 
“  however,  was  discovered  in  a  van  just  before  the  Feast,  when 
“  Mr.  Pyle  made  his  usual  inspection  of  the  vans.  The  van  was 
promptly  isolated  in  a  field,  and  all  precautions  taken  to  prevent 
“  a  spread  of  the  disease,  and  this  I  am  glad  to  say  we  were  able 
“  to  do.  I  must  say  that  the  owner  of  the  van  helped  us  most 
“  loyally  in  our  efforts.” 

Kettering  Urban. — “  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  present  in  a 
“  mild  form  all  through  the  year,  but  the  cases  have  been  grad- 
“  ually  decreasing  in  number,  and  the  illness  seems  to  have  been 
“  much  kept  in  check  by  the  free  use  of  the  Infectious  Hospital. 
“  The  number  of  cases  notified  in  1900  was  250;  the  deaths  only 
■“  two.  In  1899  the  number  of  cases  was  502,  the  deaths  six.” 
“  Infected  houses  were  disinfected  by  your  Inspector  with  Form- 
“  alin  Vapour,  and  this  work  has  entailed  a  great  outlay  of  time 
“  and  trouble.  The  teachers  in  the  different  schools  have  rendered 
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“  every  assistance  in  informing  ns  of  donbtfnl  or  suspected  cases. 
“  Also  a  list  of  names  of  persons  sntfering  from  Scarlet  Fever 
“was  sent  to  tlie  Librarian  of  the  Public  Library  to  avoid  the 
“  possibility  of  infection  being  conveyed  by  the  books  which  were 
“  lent  out.” 

OuxDLE  Ukban. — “  In  the  early  part  of  May,  Scarlet-fever 
“  appeared  in  the  Benefield  Road.  The  disease  was  most  probably 
“  contracted  at  Glapthorne,  through  visiting  an  infected  house. 
“  Another  case  occurred  in  the  same  road  at  the  end  of  the  month. 
“  This  was  independent  of  the  first  case,  and  was  contracted  at 
“  some  distance  from  Oundle,  while  lodging  at  a  house  where  the 
“  disease  had  been  present  some  time  previously.  Towards  the 
“  end  of  June  a  case  of  Scarlet-fever  occurred  in  West  Street, 
“  and,  a  few  days  after,  a  case  appeared  in  New  Street.  I  have 
“  been  unable  to  trace  the  origin  of  these  two  outbreaks.  All 
“  the  cases  mentioned  recovered,  and  the  disease  did  not  spread 
“  beyond  the  persons  attacked.” 

Rothwell  XlRiiAN. — “During  last  year  we  have  not  been 
“  entirely  free  from  zymotic  disease,  as  we  have  to  report  the 
“  occurrence  of  an  epidemic  of  Scarlatina.  The  disease,  however, 
“  was  of  a  mild  type,  and  did  not  much  increase  the  death-rate, 
“  there  being  only  one  fatal  case.  During  the  year  1900  there 
“  were  47  cases  of  this  disease  reported  to  me,  as  follows; — In 
“  January  3,  in  May  1,  in  June  7,  in  July  10,  in  August  10,  in 
“  September  12,  in  October  4.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “Although  there  have  been  several  cases 
“  of  scarlet-fever,  it  has  not  amounted  to  anything  like  epidemic, 
“  and  was  of  a  mild  type,  as  only  one  death  occurred.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. —  “It  is  satisfactory  to  find  the 
small  number  of  notified  cases,  of  which  one  only  was  fatal ; 

‘  two  cases  arose  from  defective  drainage,  which  was  remedied  ; 
“  two  from  direct  infection;  eleven  were  imported;  and  in  twelve 
cases  it  was  impossible  to  account  for  the  cause  of  infection,  the 
drains  of  the  houses  and  surroundings  being  satisfactory.  Foun 
“  of  these  cases  were  of  an  exceedingly  mild  type.” 
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Br ACKLEY  Rural. — “  Seven  eases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
“  returned,  all  were  of  a  mild  type  and  mostly  traceable  to  tlie 
‘‘  epidemic  in  Banbnry  as  a  source.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “Scarlet  Fever  records  17  cases  notified,. 
“  as  compared  to  63  cases  during  1899.  This  disease  occurred  in 
“  a  sporadic  form  in  the  villages  of  Cottesbrooke,  Walgrave,  Old, 
“  Chapel  Brampton,  Guilsborough,  Naseby,  and  East  Haddon,. 
“  and  in  epidemic  form  in  the  village  of  Creaton;  these  outbreaks 
“  were  all  of  a  mild  type,  no  deaths  occuri-ing.  In  cases  where 
“  isolation  by  removal  to  a  fever  hospital  (as  in  the  case  of  a 
“  child  at  the  Tithe  Farm,  East  Haddon,  and  of  the  case  at  the 
“  Schoolmaster’s  house,  Guilsborough,)  was  carried  out,  there 
“  was  no  recurrence  of  the  disease  in  the  same  house :  isolation 
“  was  also  carried  out  successfully  at  Chapel  Brampton,  the 
“  patient  being  removed  to  a  cottage  some  distance  from  the 
“  house  in  which  the  disease  originated.  In  other  cases,  where* 
“  isolation  was  not  carried  out,  the  disease  spread  notwithstanding 
“  that  every  precaution  compatible  with  cottage  accommodation 
“  was  taken.  These  results  prove  the  importance  of  the  success 
“  of  isolation,  which  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  carry  out  more 
“  generally  throughout  the  district  and  still  further  reduce  the 
“  number  of  cases  of  scarlet-fever  notified.” 

Crick  Rural. — “The  origin  of  the  scarlatina  outbreak  at 
“  Kilsby  could  not  be  traced,  but  by  quarantining  the  house  as 
“much  as  possible,  and  paying  the  poor  mother  as  a  nurse  te 
“  attend  on  her  children,  there  was  no  further  spread,  and  the 
“  patients  made  a  good  recovery.” 

Daventry  Rural. —  “  Scarlatina  appeared  in  10  of  the  27 
“  Parishes  ;  Welton  with  18  cases  having  the  greatest  number  * 
“  of  the  remaining  cases  7  occurred  in  Woodford -cum-Membris, 
“  5  in  Everdon,  3  each  in  Watford,  Weedon,  and  West  Haddon,^ 
“  2  in  both  Byfield  and  Farthingstone,  and  single  cases  in  Flore- 
“  and  Charwelton.  The  outbreaks  were  mostly  of  a  mild  type, 
“the  cases  in  Welton  being  the  most  severe  where  one  of  tho 
“  sufferers  died,  this  being  the  only  death  from  this  cause 
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‘‘‘  throughout  the  District.”  “The  schools  in  Welton  were  closed 
“for  5  weeks  from  February  3rd  owing  to  the  outbreak  of 
“  Scarlatina.” 

Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural. — “  There  were  6  cases  of  Scarlet 
“  Fever,  all  in  the  village  of  Oollyweston.  They  occurred  in  two 
“  centres,  5  at  two  periods  at  one,  and  one  case  in  a  second 
“  house.” 

Gretton  Rural. — “  At  Rockingham  this  disease  was  intro- 
“  duced  by  a  brother  of  one  of  the  two  patients.  This  brother 
“  had  recently  suffered  from  an  attack  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and 
“  arrived  home  evidently  in  an  Infectious  condition.  Gretton 
this  year  remained  quite  free  from  Scarlet  Fever,  which  for  the 
“  two  previous  years  had  been  very  prevalent  in  the  village.” 

Hardingstone  Rural. — Speaking  of  the  number  of  cases 
of  zymotic  diseases,  “  Of  these,  20  were  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
“(11  at  Cooknoe,  5  at  Roade,  3  at  Little  Houghton,  and  1  at 
“  Collingtree),  but  they  were  all  mild  cases.” 

Kettering  Rural. — “Scarlatina  has  been  to  some  extent 
“  prevalent  in  the  following  villages  : — Barton,  1  case  ;  Burton 
“  Latimer,  5  ;  Cranford,  9 ;  Geddington,  35  ;  Great  Oakley,  2  ; 
“  Rushton,  3;  Broughton,  3;  Pytchley,  1;  Weldon,  12; 
“  Harrington,  2.  Of  these  73  cases  notified  three  proved  fatal 
“  — two  at  Geddington  and  one  at  Burton.  Thirty-one  of  these 
“  cases  were  removed  to  the  Joint  Hospitals  for  infectious 
“  diseases,  all  of  which  recovered.”  “  It  was  unfortunate  that 
“  the  relatives  of  one  of  the  earliest  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  at 
“  Geddington  refused  to  have  their  child  removed,  as  their  house 
'“  was  quite  close  to  the  playground  of  the  schools,  so  that  the 
disease  continued  to  crop  up  at  intervals  for  some  time.” 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — “Under  the  Notification  of 
“  Infectious  Diseases  Act  I  have  had  reported  to  me  only  four 
“  cases,  all  of  which  were  Scarlet  Fever,  two  taking  place  at 
“  Middleton  Cheney  and  two  at  Overthorpe  in  October,  and 
November.  The  cases  were  isolated  as  far  as  possible  and  the 
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diildren  from  the  latter  villa ge  were  kept  from  school  for  some 
“  time.  The  houses  were  subsequently  disinfected  and  fortunately 
the  disease  did  not  spread.” 

Northampton  Rural. — “  There  were  only  a  few  mild  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  in  the  district  during  the  year,  without  a  single 
■“  death,  and  these  cases  all  occurred  in  villages  close  to  the  town, 
which  probably  accounts  for  their  origin.  Two  cases  of  scarlet 
“  fever  were  notified  in  each  of  the  villages  of  Abington,  W^eston 
Favell,  Duston,  and  Kislingbury.  No  cases  of  the  more  serious 
fevers  were  nc’ttified.  All  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  treated 
“  at  their  own  homes,  no  use  being  made  this  year  of  the 
■“  Hardingstone  Infectious  Hospital.” 

OuNDLE  Rural. — “  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  seen  at  an 
outlying  farm  near  Bui  wick,  and  also  at  Beene  which  certainly 
■“  had  been  imported  from  outlying  districts.”  “  An  outbreak  of 
“  Scarlet  Fever  took  place  at  Glapthorn,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  The  disease  was  of  a  severe,  and,  in  some  cases,  of  an 
“  unusual  type,  difiicult  to  diagnose.”  In  King’s  Clifie,  “Scarlet 
Fever  has  been  prevalent,  but  not  to  any  serious  extent.  In 
“  December  it  was  considered  advisable  to  close  the  schools. 

OxENUON  Rural. — “The  three  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were 
“  notified  from  one  house,  and  some  infected  bedding  was  assigned 
as  the  cause.” 

POTTERSPURY  Rural. — “  Scarlet  fever,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes 
“  called.  Scarlatina,  was  prevalent  in  the  spring  and  summer, 
especially  at  Cosgrove  where  nearly  all  the  susceptible  children 
were  attacked.  Fifty-three  cases  in  the  district  were  notified, 
“  distributed  as  follows,  viz.  ;  Cosgrove  33,  Potterspury  8, 
Passenham  6,  Yardley  2,  lYicken  I,  Alderton  3.  The  cases 
“  were  generally  of  the  modern  mild  type,  due  to  improved 
“  sanitation  and  attenuation  of  the  virus,  so  difiicult  of  detection 
“  and  prevention  at  the  outset,  owing  to  the  absence  in  many 
“  instances  of  rash  or  other  definite  symptoms.  The  infection 
“  was  chiefiy  spread  through  the  attendance  at  School,  and  at 
other  public  places,  of  mild  unrecognised  cases.” 
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Thrapston  Rural.—  “  Scarlatina  was  prevalent  in  several  of 
“  onr  villages,  bnt  of  a  mild  form,  I  am  of  opinion  tbat,  prob- 
“  ably  owing  to  improved  sanitation,  this  disease  is  gradually 
“  assuming  a  milder  type.”  A  few  cases  of  the  disease  were 
seen  at  Stan  wick  and  at  Sudborougb,  while  “  an  outbreak  of 
“  Scarlatina  was  seen  at  Woodford  in  March,  and,  as  the  disease 
“  seemed  to  be  spreading  from  a  number  of  houses,  the  Schools 
“  were  closed  for  six  weeks.  The  epidemic  did  not  eventually 
“  prove  serious.” 

Towcester  Rural.— “It  will  be  seen  that  35  cases  of 
“  Scarlatina  were  notified  in  the  Towcester  district,  one  in  the 
“  Abthorpe.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  (January  and 
“  February),  many  cases  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Pattishall,  a 
“  continuation  of  an  outbreak  prevailing  there  at  the  close  of 
“  last  year,  and  to  this  source  were  attributed  single  cases  at 
“  Blakesley,  Cold  Higham,  and  Towcester.  Two  cases,  of 
“  doubtful  origin,  occurred  at  Shutlanger  in  May,  one  at 
“  Blisworth  in  June  and  one  in  August,  one  at  Shutlanger  in 
“  September,  which  gave  rise,  by  too  early  exposure,  to  four  new 
“  cases  in  November.  Three  cases  occurred  at  Blisworth  in 
“  November,  six  at  Pattishall  in  December,  supposed  to  have 
“  been  contracted,  in  the  first  place,  in  Northampton.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “Thirty-two  cases  have  been 
“  notified — 10  in  the  Earls  Barton  district,  six  in  the  Finedon,. 
“  and  16  in  the  Higham  Ferrers  districts,  with  no  death.” 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup.--lt 

is  a  matter  for  some  concern,  and  one  to  which  attention  is 
needed  in  the  several  Districts  of  the  Administrative  County, 
that  there  appears  to  be  a  gradually  increasing  pi'evalence  of 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup,  particularly  in  the  Rural 
Districts.  It  is  true  that  there  does  not  seem  to  be  an  increased 
severity  of  the  disease  as  judged  by  the  mortality  returns,  but 
there  is  a  very  definite  increase  in  the  number  of  cases.  The 
indications  are  plain  that  unabated  Avatchfulness  is  necessary 
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over  such  matters  as  the  condition  of  the  dwelling,  over¬ 
crowding,  drainage  and  water  supply  in  every  locality  attacked 
or  threatened  with  attack  by  Diphtheria,  or  the  consequences  of 
neglect  in  these  directions  may  easily  result  in  an  epidemic  of  a 
wide-spread  nature  with  increasing  severity  of  type.  It  is 
further  essential  that  the  most  scrupulous  care  should  be 
exercised  by  those  to  whom  the  duties  of  disinfection  of 
premises  and  clothing  are  entrusted,  equally  in  respect  of  merely 
suspicious  cases  as  of  well-marked  ones  of  the  disease.  Although 
the  area  and  population  of  the  Administrative  County  has  been 
materially  reduced,  as  has  been  already  shown,  it  must  be  noted 
that  there  were  105  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup  in  the  County  in  1897  with  30  deaths,  126  cases  with  41 
deaths  in  1898,  126  cases  with  30  deaths  in  1899,  and  172  cases 
with  38  deaths  in  1900.  These  figures  cannot  be  regarded  as 
without  some  significance.  In  the  combined  Urban  Districts 
during  1900,  there  were  25  cases  with  12  deaths,  while  in  the 
combined  Rural  Districts,  there  were  147  cases  with  26  deaths. 
These  mortalities  in  1900,  gave  a  death-rate  of  48‘0  per  cent,  of 
the  cases  in  the  Urban  Districts,  of  17*68  per  cent,  in  the  Rural 
Districts,  and  of  22*09  per  cent,  in  the  Administrative  County. 
The  only  Districts  which  appear  to  have  been  free  from  cases 
of  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  during  the  year  1900 
were  the  Borough  of  Brackley,  the  Urban  Districts  of  Des- 
borough,  Raunds,  and  Rothwell,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of 
Easton-on-the-Hill,  Uretton,  Middleton  Cheney,  and  North¬ 
ampton,  while  the  Brixworth,  Daventry,  Kettering,  Oundle, 
Towcester,  and  Wellingborough  Rural  Districts  suffered  con¬ 
siderably. 

The  following  references  to  this  subject  appear  in  the 
Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health: — 

Kettering  Urban. — “  Six  cases  only  of  Diphtheria  have 
“  been  notified :  In  January,  one  in  King  Street,  fatal;  in  March, 
“  one  in  Russell  Street;  in  April,  one  in  Tennyson  Road,  and  one 
^‘in  Buccleuch  Street;  in  July,  one  in  Fuller  Street,  and  in 
“  October,  one  in  Hawthorn  Road,  fatal.  The  case  from  Russell 
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“  Street  was  removed  to  the  Hospital,  and  recovered.  As  will 
“  be  seen,  there  could  hardly  have  been  any  connection  between 
“  any  of  these  cases,  and  in  all  instances  the  means  taken  to 
“  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  proved  successful.” 

OuNDLE  Urban. — “In  December  a  case  of  Diphtheria 
“  occurred  in  Jericho.  I  visited  the  house  and  found  defective 
“  drainage,  and  reported  the  same  to  the  Council,  whereupon  an 
“  order  was  served  to  have  the  drainage  attended  to.” 

Rushben  Urban. — “Five  cases  have  been  reported,  with 
“  three  deaths.  All  were  sporadic,  no  other  inhabitant  of  the 
“  house  being  attacked.” 

Wellingborough  Urban.  —  “There  was  a  considerable 
“  decrease  in  the  number  of  notified  cases,  those  in  1899  being 
“  twenty-two  and  in  1900  ten.  There  were  six  deaths,  two  in 
“  January,  two  in  February,  one  in  March,  and  one  in  September. 
“  Of  these  ten  notified  cases,  five  were  from  defective  drainage 
“  which  has  since  been  made  sound,  one  from  living  in  infected 
“  area,  three  imported,  and  one  from  no  apparent  cause.” 

Brackley  Rural. — “  The  single  case  of  Diphtheria  was 
“  imported  into  the  district  in  a  convalescent  state.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “  Fourteen  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
“  notified  in  1900,  as  compared  to  15  in  1899,  the  village  of 
“  Moulton  alone  being  responsible  for  six  of  these  cases,  two  of 
“  which  were  notified  in  January,  the  cause  of  which  were  foul 
“  gases  from  sewers.  Sore  throats  of  a  suspicious  character 
“  were  also  reported  to  have  been  prevalent  in  this  village  during 
“  this  month,  and  in  my  monthly  report  I  recommended  that  a 
“  number  of  ventilating-shafts  should  be  erected  and  all  traps 
“  and  imperfect  connections  made  good.  These  suggestions  were 
“  carried  out.  Ho  fresh  cases  have  been  notified  since  the  month 
“  of  July,  Two  cases  were  reported  as  occurring  in  the  village 
“  of  Pitsford  during  the  month  of  March,  one  of  which  was 
“traceable  to  the  insanitary  condition  of  a  house  closet;  this 
“  nuisance  w^as  reported  and  abated.  In  April,  a  case  occurred 
“  at  Boughton,  traceable  to  foul  gases  from  a  blocked  drain. 
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“  East  Haddon  : — A  case  occurred  in  this  village,  and  was  traced 
“  to  the  insanitary  condition  of  the  ashpit,  which  was  uncovered 
“  and  tilled  v/ith  animal  manure ;  this  nuisance  has  been  abated. 
“Isolated  cases  also  occurred  in  the  villages  of  Walgrave,  Old,, 
“  Harlestone,  and  Spratton,  and  were  traced  to  insanitary 
“  conditions  which  were  reported  and  rectified.” 

Crick  Rural. — “The  three  deaths  from  diphtheria  occurred 
“  in  two  families  at  Crick,  and,  as  reported  at  the  time,  the 
“disease  was  doubtless  imported  from  South  Wales,  jit  was 
“  ascertained  that  in  the  early  part  of  June  a  mother  with  two 
“  children  came  from  South  Wales  to  visit  their  grandmother  in 
“  Crick.  Within  a  few  days  other  grandchildren  of  the  same 
“  grandmother  in  two  families  in  the  village,  who  had  been 
“  constantly  meeting  their  cousins  from  Wales,  fell  ill  with  sore 
“  throat,  and,  when  seen  by  the  Medical  Attendant,  were  found 
“  to  be  suffering  from  diphtheria.  It  was  also  ascertained  that 
“  the  children  from  Wales,  though  apparently  well,  had  been 
“  suffering  from  colds  and  sore-throats  shortly  before  their  visit 
“  but  were  presumed  to  have  completely  recovered.  Indeed, 
“  they  had  been  off  the  doctor’s  list  for  some  short  time,  and, 
“  when  1  communicated  with  him,  he  assured  me  that  he  had 
“  regarded  the  cases  as  cases  of  ordinary  slight  sore-throat, 
“  though  he  frankly  admitted  that,  as  the  sequel  showed,  they 
“  must  have  been  of  a  diphtheritic  nature.  But  while  the 
“  outbreak  was  confined  to  the  two  families  implicated,  the 
“  results  were  serious,  for  as  many  as  4  cases  were  notified  from 
“  one  household,  and  2  from  the  other,  and  3  of  the  cases  proved 
“  fatal.  So  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  there  had  been  no  other 
“  case  of  sore-throat  in  the  village,  nor  had  any  cases  of 
“  diphtheria  been  notified  in  the  village  or  neighbourhood  for  a 
“  long  time  previously,  and  as  the  children  had  not  been  away 
“  from  home,  there  was  no  room  left  for  doubt  as  to  how  the 
“  disease  was  contracted.  After  the  houses  had  been  disinfected, 
“  and  towards  the  end  of  July,  another  slight  case  was  notified 
“  probably  associated  with  the  same  outbreak,  and  on  J uly  29th 
“  and  Aug.  1st  2  cases  from  another  household  were  also  notified. 
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“  On  again  visiting  and  making  inquiries,  I  found  that  there  had 
“  been  some  other  cases  of  suspicious  sore-throat  among  the 
“  children  attending  the  Schools  :  I  gave  a  certificate  to  close 
“  the  schools  just  before  the  usual  holidays,  and  fortunately 
“  there  was  no  further  spread.  Altogether,  therefore,  there 
“  were  9  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  from  Crick,  of  which  3 
“  proved  fatal,  but  no  other  cases  of  the  disease  were  notified 
“  from  any  other  part  of  the  district  during  the  year.” 

Daventry  Rural. — “  Diphtheria  occurred  in  4  of  the  27 
“  Parishes ;  6  cases  in  Long  Buckby,  3  in  both  Badby  and 
“  Canons  Ashby,  and  2  in  Woodford-cum-Membris ;  four  of  the 
“  cases  in  Long  Buckby  died,  two  in  Badby,  and  one  in  Canons 
“  Ashby.  One  case  of  Membranous  Croup  occurred  in  Flore, 
“  and  the  child  died.” 

Gretton  Rural. — “  For  the  second  year  in  succession  no 
“  case  of  this  disease  has  occurred  in  the  district.” 

Hardingstone  Rural. — “  There  was  one  fatal  case  of 
“  diphtheria  at  Courteenhall,  one  fatal  case  of  membranous 
“  croup,  and  one  of  diphtheria  at  Wootton.”  The  origin  of  these 
cases  could  not  be  traced,  and  no  spread  of  disease  seems  to 
have  occurred. 

Kettering  Rural. — “A  rather  severe  outbreak  of  Diphtheria 
“  occurred  at  Pytchley  in  January :  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained 
“  the  first  cases  took  the  illness  away  from  home.  The  only 
“  insanitary  condition  which  could  be  discovered  in  the  village 
“  to  favour  the  spread  of  the  illness  was  a  very  foul  well  adjoin- 
“  ing  the  playground  of  the  Schools,  into  which  a  drain  was 
“  found  to  leak ;  and  it  was  also  found  that  the  contents  of  the 
“  open  closets  used  by  the  children  in  the  schools  were  not  covered 
“  by  ashes  frequently  enough.  A  special  report  was  made  at  the 
“  time,  and  these  matters  were  set  right;  the  schools  were  closed 
“  for  four  weeks,  and  during  that  time  disinfected ;  and  after 
“  that  time  there  was  no  spread  of  the  disease.  In  all  20  cases 
“  were  notified,  two  of  which  proved  fatal.  One  of  the  village 
‘  schoolmistresses  caught  the  disease,  and  was  removed  to  the 


‘‘  Hospital  and  recovered.  Two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified 
“at  Bnrton  Latimer;  both  recovered.  No  other  case  occurred 
“  in  the  whole  district.” 

OuNULE  Rural. — “An  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at 
“  the  Keeper’s  Lodge,  Moorhay  Lawn,  in  the  Parish  of  Sonthwick. 
“  Six  persons  were  attacked,  one  of  whom  died.”  “  Although 
“  this  is  one  of  the  most  isolated  places  possible,  yet  I  had 
“  another  case,  at  Crossway  Hand  Lodge  in  the  same  parish, 
“  which  I  attribute  to  this  source.  In  this  instance  I  admiuis- 
“  tered  antidiphtheritic  serum  both  to  the  patient  and  to  the 
“  other  children  in  the  house.  The  child  taken  did  well,  and  the 
“  other  children  escaped.  The  success  of  this  treatment  is  now 
“  thoroughly  recognized,  it  is  however  expensive  to  carryout.  I 
“  would  advise  that,  in  the  case  of  poor  persons,  it  be  borne  at 
“  the  public  expense.”  “  A  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  at 
“  Papley  Lodge.  I  believe  this  to  have  been  due  to  the  contam- 
“  ination  of  the  soft  water  tank;  the  tank  in  question  has  been 
“  thoroughly  cleaned  out  and  guarded  against  future  mischief.” 

OxENDON  Rural. — “  As  regards  the  Diphtheria  cases,  two 
“were  at  Welford,  and  no  cause  was  assignable,  and  one  at 
“  Wilbarston.  At  the  latter  village  during  the  late  summer  and 
“  the  autumn  there  was  a  tendency  to  the  prevalence  of  throat 
“  complaints,  and  I  have  reason  to  suspect  the  sanitary  arrange- 
“  ments  of  premises,  and  the  defective  drainage  as  being  the 
“  cause.” 

PoTTERSPURY  Rural. — “  Two  cases  of  Diphtheria,  both  in 
“  the  parish  of  Hartwell,  and  due  to  foul  drains,  were  notified.” 

Thrapston  Rural. — A  few  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  seen  at 
Sudborough. 

Towcester  Rural. — “  One  case  of  Diphtheria,  occurring  at 
“  Fosters  Booth  in  January,  was  of  mild  type,  and  without 
“  special  local  insanitary  surroundings,  as  was  the  case  at 
“  Towcester  in  May.  In  February  and  March,  at  Wappenham, 
“  there  were  three  cases,  but  here  is  bad  water,  and,  no  doubt,  a 
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“  foul  subsoil.  One  at  Bliswortli,  in  October,  where  was  a  well 
“  almost  immediately  underneath  a  cesspit.  Two  at  Maidford 
“  in  a  bakehouse,  with  a  small  yard  into  which  are  crowded  a 
“  pigsty,  a  privy,  a  large  heap  of  manure  aud  refuse  in  a  large 
“  exposed  ashpit,  a  washhouse  with  the  sink  drain  discharging 
“  on  to  another  drain  which  passes  almost  over  a  shallow  dip 
“  well,  the  water  of  which  was  used  in  the  bread  manufacture. 
“We  were  fortunate  indeed  to  have  had  no  great  extension  from 
“  this  source,  though  in  December  a  fatal  case  of  Diphtheritic 
“  Croup  occurred  in  the  village.  Three  mild  cases  at  Woodend, 
“  without  any  very  special  features  to  notice,  complete  the  list.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “  Forty-four  cases  have  been 
“  reported — four  in  the  Earls  Barton  district,  with  one  death ; 
“39  in  the  Finedon  district,  with  four  deaths ;  and  one  in  the 
“  Higham  Ferrers  district,  with  no  death.”  These  figures  appear 
to  include  “an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  at  Little  Harrowden,  27 
“  cases  being  notified.  It  evidently  originated  among  the  school 
“  children  and  spread  over  the  village  and  also  to  Great 
“  Harrowden.  The  school  was  closed,  thoroughly  cleaned  and 
“  disinfected,  and  since  July  no  case  has  been  reported.” 

Enteric  Fever. —  There  was  a  gratifying  falling  olf  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  this  disease,  as  compared  with  the  two 
preceding  years.  In  the  year  1900  there  were  144  notified  cases 
of  enteric-fever,  in  1899  there  were  303  cases,  and  in  the  years 
1898  and  1897  there  were  respectively  238  and  144  cases.  The 
cases  in  the  year  1900  were  distributed  nearly  evenly  between  the 
combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  the  foimer  having  70  and 
the  latter  74.  The  heaviest  sufferers  from  the  disease  were  the 
Raunds  Urban  and  Wellingborough  Rural  Districts.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  from  the  disease  during  the  year  1900  in  the 
Administrative  County  was  20,  giving  a  death-rate  of  13-88  per 
cent,  of  the  total  cases.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  combined 
Urban  Districts  was  9,  or  12-85  per  cent,  of  the  total  Urban 
cases  ;  and  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts  there  were  II  deaths, 
or  14-86  per  cent,  of  the  total  Rural  cases. 
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The  references  to  the  prevalence  of  Enteric  Eever  in  their 
respective  Districts  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  the 
followino*  : — 

o 

Higham  Eerreks  Borough. — “  There  were  two  cases  of 
“  enteric  fever  during  the  year.  The  first  case  occurred  in  June, 
“  and  was  that  of  a  yonng’  man  at  the  north  end  of  the  town. 
“  At  first  it  was  difficult  to  account  for  this  case,  as  no  sanitary 
“  defect  could  be  found,  hut  subsequently  I  had  good  reason  to 
“  think  the  disease  was  conimnnicated  to  him  from  a  child  who 
“  had  contracted  the  disease  in  a  neighbouring  town.  The  second 
“  case,  that  of  a  young  man  living  in  Spring  Gardens,  occurred 
“  in  September,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  disease  in 
“  this  case  was  imported  from  a  neighbouring  town,  where  he 
“  had  been  working.  In  both  these  cases  careful  sanitary  pre¬ 
cautions  23revented  the  spread  of  the  disease.  As  regards 
“  enteric  fever  we  have  been  exceedingly  fortunate  for  many 
“  years,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  no  case,  as  far 
“  as  I  know,  has  occurred,  having  its  origin  in  the  town,  since 
“  1894.” 

Desrorough  Urban. — “  The  visitations  of  that  ‘skeleton  at 
“the  feast,’  Enteric  Eever,  have  again  to  be  recorded,  but 

“  fortunately  in  less  numbers  than  in  the  previous  year.  There 
“  were  notified  in  June  one  case,  July  1,  August  1,  September  3, 

“  November  1,  and  December  2,  or  a  total  of  9  cases  (3  males 

“and  6  females)  during  the  year.  Five  of  these  cases  were 

“  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15,  and  four  between  15  and  25. 

“  The  cases  were  located  as  follows:  —  Queen  Street  3,  High 
“  Street  3,  Union  Street  1,  Station  Street  1,  and  Buckwell  Street 
“  1.  lUith  respect  to  the  method  of  disposal  of  excreta, 

“  hand-flushed  closets  were  found  in  connection  with  3  cases, 

“  water-closets  provided  with  flushing  cisterns  in  4  cases,  and 
“  privies  in  two  cases.  In  4  cases  the  water  used  for  drinkino- 
“  purposes  was  derived  from  wells,  and  the  remaining  five  were 
“  supplied  with  the  Town  water.  I  regret  to  have  to  report  that 
“  two  of  these  cases  ended  fatally.  In  every  instance  special 
“  inspections  of  the  premises  were  made  and  printed  instructions 
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“  were  issued  for  the  guidance  of  those  having  charge  of  the  sick. 
“  Where  well  water  was  in  use  this  was  at  once  advised  to  be 
“  abandoned,  and  the  town  water  took  its  place.  An  inquiry 
“  into  the  milk  supply  elicited  no  evidence  as  to  its  connection 
“  with  the  occurrence  of  these  cases  of  fever.  The  principal 
“  factors  which  in  my  opinion  have  had  more  or  less  to  account 
“  for  this  recurrent  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  are  the  well  waters, 
“  and  the  old  specifically  polluted  soil  in  the  neighbouidiood  of 
“  the  dwellings.  To  assist  in  the  destruction  of  the  microbes  of 
Enteric  Fever  or  to  prevent  their  growth  and  development  in 
“  soil  there  is  no  more  potent  agent  than  cleanliness,  that  is  to 
“  say,  a  most  careful  avoidance  of  all  conditions  likely  to  cause 
“  organic  pollution  of  the  soil.  If  the  practice  of  having  all 
“  small  back-yards  paved  were  carried  out  more  generally  than 
“is  at  present  the  case,  I  am  sime  the  resulting  benefits  would  be 
“  apparent  in  more  ways  than  one.” 

Ketterino  Urban, — “  Only  nine  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever 
“  were  notified,  a  most  encouraging  fact.  In  March  a  case 
“  occurred  in  Clarence  Road  which  proved  fatal ;  in  April,  a  man 
“  was  brought  into  the  Workhouse  Infirmary,  and  died  shortly 
“  afterwards  ;  in  May  two  cases  occurred,  one  in  Wyatt  Street, 
“  and  one  in  Wellington  Street ;  in  June,  one  case  in  Alexandra 
“  Street ;  in  July,  one  case  in  Connaught  Street ;  in  August,  one 
“  case  in  Union  Street,  one  in  King  Street,  the  latter  apparently 
“  caused  by  a  blocked  drain ;  in  September,  one  case  in  Bath 
“  Road.  This  is  the  lowest  number  of  Typhoid  Fever  cases 
“  notified  since  the  notification  of  this  disease  was  adopted.” 

Raunds  Urban. — “  On  May  I5th  I  reported  in  detail  to  the 
“  Local  Government  Board  the  particulars  of  an  outbreak  of 
“  Fever  which  began  at  the  end  of  April  but  did  not  increase 
“  much  till  May.  I  showed  that  the  area  affected  was  situated 
“  round  the  south  end  of  Grove  Street — seven  of  the  first  cases 
“  actually  occurring  within  100  yards  of  the  origin  of  the  out- 
“  break  of  the  year  before.  These  cases  were  in  Brook  Street, 
“  Thorp  Street,  Grove  Street,  Smithfield — the  others  occurring 
“  in  the  case  of  children  more  or  less  connected  with  that  area. 
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“  The  real  cause  of  the  outbreak  I  was  unable  to  fix  definitely. 
“  The  aifected  houses  were  supplied  by  about  7  different  dairies, 
“  every  one  of  which  was  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
“  Mr.  Yorke,  and  most  of  them  by  myself  as  well.  They  all 
“  seemed  to  be  perfectly  clean  and  healthy,  as  were  also  the  cow- 
“  sheds  belonging  to  them.  The  milk  was  up  to  the  usual 
“  standard.  The  water,  I  mentioned  in  my  Report,  supplying 
“  the  houses  about  the  infected  area  is  always  liable  to  pollution 
“  after  heavy  rains,  and  these  continued  outbreaks  have  been 
“  occurring  regularly  for  over  20  years.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
“  pollution  of  the  water  supply  is  the  cause  of  these  outbreaks, 
and  it  is  well  known  that  in  some  of  the  wells  the  water  is  so 
“  muddy  after  heavy  rains  that  the  people  have  to  allow  it  to 
“  subside  before  they  can  use  it.  At  the  request  of  the  Local 
“  Government  Board  I  sent  a  supplementary  report  on  the  1st 
“June,  with  a  table  showing  the  name,  age,  sex,  domicile,  and 
“  condition  of  each  case.  I  showed  that  since  my  last  Report 
“  many  things  had  been  done  with  a  view  to  prevent  a  further 
“  outbreak.  800  notices  had  been  delivered  advising  the  public 
“  to  boil  all  well-water  and  milk  before  using  it;  notices  were 
“  also  put  on  every  pump  in  the  town.  The  Sanitary  Inspector 
“saw  that  all  defective  drains  were  rectified;  one  well  was 
“permanently  closed  up;  many  bad-smelling  manholes  were 
“  sealed  up  ;  dairies  and  cowsheds  again  examined  ;  the  Town 
“  vSewer  was  flushed  with  carbolic  acid  in  every  part  of  Raunds; 
“  the  Raunds  brook  cleared  out  from  end  to  end,  and  6  samples 
“  of  water  sent  for  analysis  to  Mr.  West  Knights,  of  Cambridge. 
“  The  result  of  the  analysis  was  comparatively  favourable,  but 
“  although  the  water  was  not  in  any  case  bad  enough  to  be 
“  condemned,  yet  some  of  the  samples  contained  a  fairly  high 
“  percentage  of  nitrates  and  could  not  be  considered  pure.  Ko 
“  bacteriological  examination  was  made.  Altogether  the  outbreak 
“  lasted  over  2-k  months,  and  out  of  the  34  cases  only  one  died. 

The  type  of  the  disease  was  all  the  same,  of  a  very  severe 
“  nature.” 
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Rushden  Urban. — “  Mne  cases  of  enteric-fever  have  been 
notified,  with  four  deaths  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and 
“  twenty-five.  The  mortality  from  this  disease  has  been 
“  unusually  high.”  It  is  also  stated  that  on  inspection  of  the 
surroundings  of  the  homes  of  these  cases  nothing  likely  to 
produce  any  outbreak  could  be  detected. 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “  The  number  of  notified  cases 
‘‘  was  seven,  being  a  very  considerable  decrease  on  the  previous 
“  years’  returns,  the  numbers  being  in  1899  twenty-three  and  in 
“  1900  seven.  Of  these,  two  were  from  the  Insanitary  condition 
“  of  the  drains,  which  have  since  been  satisfactorily  improved. 

In  three  cases  it  w^as  difficult  to  find  the  cause;  two  were 
“imported,  one  of  which  was  fatal,  death  occurring  after  a 
“  week’s  residence  in  the  town.  I  have  not  been  able  to  trace 
“  any  case  arising  from  impure  food,  water,  or  milk.” 

Bkackley  Rural. — “  There  were  two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever, 
“  one  of  which  proved  fatal ;  the  other  had  been  imported  into 
“  the  district.  I  made  careful  enquiries  on  the  spot  concerning 
the  first  of  these  cases,  but  was  unable  to  localize  its  origin.” 

Brixworth  Rural.  —  “  Chapel  Brampton  : — A  case  was 
“  notified  in  the  month  of  November  in  this  village,  and  on 
“  enquiry  and  inspection  was  in  all  probability  due  to  the  insan- 
“  itary  state  of  the  ashpit  and  the  proximity  of  the  pigsty  to 
“the  dwelling-house.  Moulton; — A  young  woman  contracted 
“  Typhoid  shortly  after  returning  home  from  Northampton. 
“  The  drinking  water  was  analysed,  the  analysis  shewed  traces 
“  of  organic  impurities  :  the  probable  cause  of  these  w^as  the 
“  ashpit  being  too  close  to  the  w^ell.  I  recommended  it  to  be 
“removed  further  away  and  cleaned  out.  Walgrave  : — An 
“  isolated  case  occurred  in  this  village  traceable  to  absorption  of 
“  foul  gas  from  a  road  grating  in  the  main  sewer.  I  recommended 
“  freer  ventilation  of  the  sew^er  by  shafts.  Cases  of  Enteric 
“  Fever  occurred  in  the  villages  of  Old  and  Creaton :  in  the 
“  former  village  the  disease  was  contracted  outside  the  district, 
■“  in  the  latter  village  the  exact  cause  was  not  traced  ” 
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Ceick  Rural. — “  Tlie  case  of  typhoid-fever  in  Barhy  parish 
““  was  associated  with  polluted  well-water,  hut  this  was  the  only 
case  of  the  disease  notified  thronghont  the  district  during  the 
“  year,” 

Davbntry  Rural. — “  Enteric  Fever  appeared  in  6  of  the  27 
Parishes,  2  each  in  Badby,  Preston  Capes,  and  Watford,  and  1 
each  in  Long  Buckby,  Whilton,  and  West  Haddon.  Two  of  the 
“  cases  died,  one  in  Preston  Capes,  and  one  in  Badby.”  “  One 
“  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  removed  to  the  infectious  hospital 
“  from  Preston  Capes.” 

Hardingstone  Rural.  There  was  a  fatal  case  of  enteric- 
fever  at  Wootton.  Its  origin  could  not  he  traced.” 

Kettering  Rural. — “  Mne  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were 
“  notified  during  the  year — 5  from  Burton  Latimer,  3  from 
“  Weldon,  and  1  from  Greddington.  Six  of  these  were  removed 
“  to  the  Hospital — three  from  Burton,  all  of  which  recovered  ; 
“  two  from  Weldon,  one  of  which  died  a  few  hours  after  admission, 
“  the  other  recovered :  and  the  case  from  Ceddington — a  very 
severe  one — which  recovered.  The  Weldon  cases  occurred  at  a 
“  Lodge,  where  the  insanitary  state  of  the  surroundings  were 
■“  found  to  he  sufficient  to  cause  the  disease;  these  were  improved 
“  as  soon  as  possible.” 

OuNDLE  Rural. — “  A  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  seen  at 
“  Barnwell,  the  only  case  in  the  year,  hut,  as  the  patient,  a  young 
“  man,  worked  at  Raunds,  where  Typhoid  was  prevalent,  I  have 
“  no  doubt  but  that  he  got  the  disease  there.  The  well  at  the 
“  house  was  not  properly  covered  over — which  I  have  found  to 
“  be  a  frequent  cause  of  Typhoid — the  water  becoming  contam- 
“inated  by  germs  washed  in  from  the  top.  The  Agent  of  the 
“  property  had  the  top  properly  secured.” 

OxENDON  Rural. — “  One  fatal  Enteric  Fever  case  occurred 
“  at  Kelmarsh  Station,  and  it  was  found  that  a  very  insanitary 
“  cess-pool  existed  under  the  premises.  The  other  case  occurred 
■“  at  Ashby,  but  no  source  could  be  ascertained.” 
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PoTTEKSPCEY  Rural. — “  Two  cases  of  Enteric-fever  were 
“  notified,  one  in  October,  contracted  outside  the  district,  when 
“  away  on  holiday,  and  the  second  in  December,  apparently  due 
“  to  direct  infection  from  the  former  when  in  close  personal 
“  attendance.” 

Thrapston  Rural. — “  A  few  cases  of  Typhoid  fever  were 
“  again  seen  in  Brigstock.  They  were  at  the  factory  end  of  the 
“  village,  about  the  same  locality  as  the  cases  of  the  previous 
“  year,  but  I  failed  to  discover  any  common  origin  for  the  cases.” 

Towcester  Rural, — “Two  cases  occurred  at  Woodend,  in 
“  March  and  August,  both  mild  and  of  doubtful  nature.  The 
“  water  was  impure  in  one  case,  as  it  was  likely  to  be,  the  well 
“  being  situated  at  the  base  of  a  farmyard.  One  case,  occurring 
“  at  Astcote  in  November,  was  contracted  in  ISTorthampton 
“  probably.” 

M  ELLiNGBOROUGH  Rural. — “  Thirty-oiie  cases  have  been 
“  reported — 27  in  the  Earls  Barton  district  and  four  in  the 
“  Higham  Eerrers  district,  with  three  deaths  (two  being  in  the 
“Earls  Barton  district  and  one  in  the  Higham  Ferrers  district).” 
“  Typhoid-fever  has  been  prevalent  at  Earls  Barton,  26  cases 
“  having  occurred  during  the  year,  viz.,  ten  in  January,  two  in 
“  March,  two  in  April,  three  in  May,  one  in  June.  Then  there 
“  was  no  case  until  October— a  period  of  three  months — when 
“  there  were  three  cases ;  one  in  November;  and  four  in  December. 
“  I  attribute  this  outbreak  in  a  great  measure  to  the  closets  being 
“  constructed  on  the  water  system,  but  without  any  water  being 
“  laid  on,  and  being  therefore  dependent  upon  hand  flushing, 
“  which  is  often  neglected  or  at  best  very  imperfectly  carried  out.” 

Puerperal  Fever  . — There  were  13  cases  of  puerperal- 
fever  notified  in  the  Administrative  County  during  the  year  with 
seven  deaths,  as  against  twelve  deaths  in  the  year  1899,  and 
se\en  deaths  in  the  year  1898.  The  subdivision  of  the  cases  for 
1900  was  as  follows  : — 6  cases  in  the  combined  Urban  Districts, 
ivith  5  deaths,  and  7  cases  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts,  with 
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2  deaths.  The  only  references  to  these  cases,  however,  to  be 
found  in  the  Reports  under  review  are  the  following : — 

K?]TTEEING  Urban. — “Unfortunately,  five  cases  of  Puerperal 
“  Fever  have  been  notified.  I  fear  in  some  of  these  cases 
“  sufficient  care  was  not  exercised  as  to  cleanliness  and  disinfection 
“  by  the  mid-wife  wdio  took  charge  of  them,  and  one  of  the  cases 
“  seemed  to  arise  from  communication  with  a  case  of  Scarlet 
“  Fever.  It  was  not  thought  desirable  to  institute  a  prosecution 
“  in  any  case.  Four  of  these  cases  proved  fatal.” 

Hakdingstone  Rural. — “  There  were  also  two  mild  cases  of 
“  puerperal  fever — one  at  Wootton  and  one  at  Yardley  Hastings.” 

There  is  no  doubt  that  all  such  cases  should  be  stringently 
enquired  into,  and  that  no  mid- wife  should  be  allowed  to  continue 
her  employment  for  a  shoit  time  if  already  or  very  recently  in 
attendance  on  a  case  of  puerperal-fever-. 

Erysipelas  . — There  were  165  cases  of  erysipelas  notified 
duriirg  the  year  in  the  Administrative  County,  with  four  deaths, 
as  against  221  cases  and  five  deaths  in  the  year  1899.  The  cases 
and  deaths  were  distributed  as  follows  : — in  the  combined  Urban 
Districts  there  were  69  cases  wdth  4  deaths,  and  in  the  combined 
Rural  Districts  there  were  96  cases  wdth  no  deaths.  The  per¬ 
centage  case  mortality  for  the  combined  Urban  Districts  was  5' 79 
as  against  2’88  in  1899,  and  4*4  in  1898,  while  in  the  combined 
Rural  Districts  there  was  no  mortality’ at  all.  I  can  only  repeat 
what  I  have  said  before  that  great  care  should  be  exercised  in 
the  notification  of  cases  of  erysipelas. 

IVl6a.sl6S. — There  were  34  deaths  from  this  disease 
during  the  year  in  the  Administrative  County,  as  against  12  in 
the  year  1899,  and  78  in  the  year  1898.  They  were  distributed 
thus; — 23  in  the  combined  Urban  Districts,  and  11  in  the 
combined  Rural  Districts.  Of  these  deaths,  1  only  in  the 
combined  Urban  Districts  was  above  five  years  of  age,  and  1  only 
in  the  combined  Rural  Districts. 
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Among  the  chief  references  to  this  disease  in  the  Reports  of 
the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  the  following: — 

Higham  Feerers  Borough. — “  Measles  prevailed  extensively 
“  thronghont  the  town  during  March  and  April,  and  was  respon- 
“  sible  for  raising  the  zymotic  death-rate  to  1-88  which  is  above 
the  average.” 

Kettering  Urban. — -“A  large  number  of  cases  of  Measles, 
but  not  of  a  very  severe  type,  occurred  in  the  later  months  of 
“the  year,  causing  a  great  falling  oft  in  the  attendance  at  some 
“  of  the  schools.  In  one  school  upwards  of  150  children  were 
“  absent,  and  it  was  thought  desirable  to  disinfect  it ;  this  was 
“  done,  and  apparently  with  good  result.  Eight  deaths  were 
“  certified  as  caused  by  this  disease  and  its  complications.” 

Wellingborough  Urban. — “  There  was  an  outbreak  during* 
the  months  of  June  and  July,  but  it  was  of  a  mild  type.  I 
“  closed  the  Schools  for  several  weeks,  and  had  them  thoroughly 
“  disinfected.  The  epidemic  continued  for  some  time,  and,  of 
“  the  twelve  deaths,  all  were  under  five  years  of  age.” 

Brixworth  Rural. — “  Measles  have  been  prevalent  during 
the  past  year  in  Epidemic  form  in  the  villages  of  Hannington, 
Harleston,  Old,  and  Maidwell.  The  Rational  Schools  were 
“  closed  for  some  weeks  in  these  villages.” 

Daventry  Rural. — In  consequence  of  outbreaks  of  measles, 
the  Schools  at  Preston  Capes  were  closed  for  three  weeks  from 
July  9th,  and  at  M  atford  for  a  fortnight  from  July  23rd. 

Gretton  Rural. — “  This  disease  was  prevalent  to  a  slight 
“  extent  in  some  villages  — no  death  was  caused  nor  did  the  school 
‘  attendance  suffer  much  on  account  of  its  presence.” 

Kettering  Rural. — “  Measles  was  somewhat  prevalent  at 
Burton  Latimer  in  the  summer,  but  only  two  deaths  occurred 
“  from  this  cause  in  the  whole  district.” 

OuNDLE  Rural. —  “  An  outbreak  of  Measles  in  the  village  of 
■“  Blather  wick  required  the  closing  of  the  schools.” 
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OxENDON  Rural. — There  was  “  a  slight  outbreak  of  Measles 
at  Clipston  in  June.” 

PoTTERSPURY  Rural.  —  “  It  was  deemed  advisable  to  tempor- 
“  arily  close  the  Rational  Schools  at  Wicken,  in  October,  owing 
“  to  the  prevalence  of  Measles.” 

Thrapston  Rural. — “An  outbreak  of  Measles  in  the  village 
“  of  Denford  occurred  in  June,  requiring  the  closing  of  the  Infant 
“  School.” 

Towcester  Rural. — “  Measles  have  prevailed  extensively, 
spreading  from  Blisworth  to  Glayton,  Pattishall,  Cold  Higham, 
“  Blakesley,  and  Wappenham,  and  I  have  known  of  isolated 
cases  besides,  generally  of  mild  type,  no  death  being  recorded. 
I  cannot  estimate  with  any  accuracy  the  number  of  cases.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “  Measles  is  not  notified.  It  is 
“  therefore  impossible  to  tell  the  number  of  cases.  The  deaths, 
“  however,  have  been  six,  viz.,  four  in  the  Earls  Barton  district 
“  and  two  in  the  Higham  Ferrers  district.”  It  appears,  moreover, 
that  the  schools  at  Wollaston,  Orlingbury,  Irchester,  Little 
Harrowden,  and  Crendon  were  closed  for  several  weeks  on 
uccount  of  the  prevalence  of  measles. 

hooping"  Cough. — There  were  46  deaths  from  this 
•disease  recorded  in  the  Administrative  County  during  the  year, 
as  against  40  in  the  years  1899  and  1898.  These  deaths  were 
distributed  as  follows  : — there  were  28  in  the  combined  Urban 
Districts,  and  18  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts.  Of  these 
deaths,  one  only  in  each  group  of  Districts  was  above  the  age  of 
five  years. 

There  are  this  year  some  definite  references  to  this  disease 
in  the  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  of 
which  the  following  are  the  most  important :  — 

Desborough  Urban. — “Whooping  Cough  which  commenced 
to  assert  itself  in  December  1899,  became  very  prevalent  in  the 
two  succeeding  months,  and  it  was  not  until  the  end  of  March 
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that  the  epidemic  subsided.  Some  idea  of  the  ravages  of  tliis 
“  malady  among  the  the  younger  members  of  the  community  is 
affoided  by  the  fact  of  six  deaths,  all  below  the  age  of  5  years, 
“  having  been  recorded  as  primarily  due  to  this  disease.” 

Rushden  Urban.  ‘  Whooping’  Cough  is  not  notified,  but 
“  seven  deaths  have  been  registered— four  under  one  year,  three 
“  between  one  and  five  years.” 

W^ELLiN&BOROUGH  Ueban.  “  This  was  prevalent  throughout 
“  the  year ;  there  were  seven  deaths,  all  under  five  years  of  age.” 

Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural. — At  Colly wes ton,  “an  outbreak 
“  of  Whooping  Cough  occurred  just  before  Christmas.  The- 
“  schools  were  closed  for  the  holidays  earlier  than  usual.” 

Kettering  Rural.  “  Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  in 
“  several  villages  in  the  latter  months  of  the  year— in  Grafton 
“  and  Weekley  more  especially.  One  death  occurred  in  the  case 
“  of  a  very  young  child  at  Grafton  Underwood.” 


Diarrhoea. — The  total  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea 
was  52,  which  shows  a  considerable  reduction  in  fatality  from 
this  disease  compared  with  previous  years.  Of  these  deaths,  46 
or  88-46  per  cent,  were  of  infants  under  five  years  of  age.  I 
have  already  referred  to  the  lower  infant  mortality  of  the  year, 
and  it  is  in  the  prevention  of  diarikoea  by  parental  care  and 
proper  infant  management  that  much  of  that  reduction  may  be 
obtained.  Of  these  deaths,  the  larger  number  occurred  in  the 
combined  Urban  Districts,  there  being  31,  as  against  21  in  the 
combined  Rural  Districts.  All  the  deaths  in  the  Urban  Districts 
weie  of  infants  under  five  years  of  ag’e,  but  six  in  the  Rural 
Districts  were  above  that  age.  I  cannot  but  think  that  the 
numbei  of  these  deaths  may  be  still  further  lessened  in  this 
Countj^  bj  proper  attention  and  care,  and  particularly  so  in  the 
Rural  Disti'icts  where  many  of  the  adverse  conditions  of  town- 
life  are  absent. 
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InflU6nza. — There  is  ample  evidence  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  epidemic  influenza  that  this  disease  prevailed  to  a 
serious  extent  in  many  parts  of  the  County  during  the  year  1900, 
for  there  were  116  deaths  as  against  4.3  deaths  in  1899,  40  in 
1898,  and  30  in  1897.  These  deaths  were  distributed  as 
follows  : — there  were  32  in  the  combined  Urban  Districts,  and 
84  in  the  combined  Rural  Districts. 

Information  as  to  the  further  distribution  of  this  disease 
during  the  year  is  obtained  from  the  following  extracts  from  the 
Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health : — 

Daventry  Borough. — “  Of  the  nine  deaths  six  occurred  at 
“  the  Workhouse.  This  disease  was  somewhat  epidemic  during 
“  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  a  few  cases  were  to  be  met  with 
“  throughout  the  year.” 

0 UNDUE  Urban. — “  In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  Influenza 
“  was  very  prevalent  in  the  district  and  helped  to  swell  the  death¬ 
-rate,  especially  amongst  the  aged.” 

Raunds  Urban. — “Influenza  made  its  appearance  once  more 
“  and  claimed  one  victim.  The  type  of  the  disease  was  very 
“  severe,  but  the  number  of  cases  much  smaller  than  usual.” 

Rushden  Urban. — “  There  have  been  five  deaths  from  this 
“  disease— four  between  twenty-five  and  sixty-five  years  of  age, 
“  one  over  sixty -five  years.” 

Crick  Rural. — “  Influenza  was  prevalent  in  the  spring  of 
“  the  year,  and  to  that  disease  4  deaths  were  attributed.” 

Gretton  Rural. — “  Five  deaths  were  due  to  Influenza, 
“  complicated  in  most  cases  with  Pneumonia  or  Bronchitis. 
“  These  deaths  occurred  during  the  universal  prevalence  of 
“  Influenza  in  January  and  February.” 

Hardingstone  Rural. — “  Three  fatal  cases  of  influenza  were 
“  also  reported  during  the  year,  which  ought  perhaps  to  be 
“  included  amongst  the  zymotic  diseases,  but  it  is  a  new  disease 
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“  and  has  not  been  so  classified  in  previous  years,  therefore,  I 
“  have  omitted  it  in  my  calculation s.” 

Thrapston  Rural. — The  disease  is  reported  to  have  been 
prevalent  during  the  early  months  of  the  year. 

Towcester  Rural. — ’‘Influenza  prevailed  extensively  in  the 
“  early  months  of  the  year,  in  January  particularly.  Of  the  five 
“  deaths,  one  is  of  an  infant,  four  of  very  old  people.  The  old 
“  and  very  young  are  those  knocked  over  quite  by  it,  but  as  time 
“  passes  one  cannot  but  note  how  often  it  exercises  a  long*- 
“  enduring  pernicious  influence  on  the  health  of  some  of  all  ages 
“who  have  suffered  from  it.” 

Wellingborough  Rural. — “  Six  deaths  have  been  registered 
“  — five  in  the  Earls  Barton  district,  and  one  in  the  Finedon 
“  district ;  one  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65  years,  and  five  over 
“  65  years.” 


Isolation  Hospitals  and  Disinfection. 

Some  progress  is  being  made  in  the  matter  of  isolation 
hospital  accommodation  in  several  of  the  districts  of  the  County, 
though  at  present  matters  have  not  proceeded  much  further  than 
discussion  and  consideration  of  the  needs  of  the  districts.  More 
advance  has,  however,  been  achieved  in  the  Oundle  Districts 
where  a  provisional  agreement  was  at  any  rate  come  to,  and 
plans  have  been  prepared  in  furtherance  of  the  consideration  of 
the  suggested  hospital  to  serve  the  two  Districts.  I  am  hopeful, 
however,  from  the  Reports  of  several  of  the  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  that  developments  in  the  direction  of  hospital 
provision  may  be  looked  for  in  the  future. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Borough  of  Dav entry,  it  is  said  that  “The  Sanatorium  has  also 
“  been  jiut  in  a  proper  state  of  repair.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Kettering  Urban 
District  gives  the  following'  interesting  account: — “The  Joint 
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“  Isolation  Hospitals  of  the  Urban  and  Rural  Councils  have  been 
“  occupied  during  the  whole  of  the  past  vear.  They  are  most 
“  popular,  and  their  healthy  situation  is  such  that  a  marked 
“  improvement  is  often  seen  in  the  cases  admitted  very  soon  after 
“  their  arrival.  Out  of  180  patients  admitted  during  the  year 
“  1900,  only  one  death  occurred;  this  was  a  very  severe  case  of 
“  Typhoid  Fever  from  the  country,  which  died  a  few  hours  after 
“  arrival.  The  following  are  the  particulars  : — On  January  1st, 
“  1900,  23  cases  all  of  Scarlet  Fever,  remained  in  the  Hospital 
“  all  of  these  were  discharged  cured.  Between  January  1st  and 
“  December  31st,  180  patients  were  admitted,  viz.  :  Scarlet 
“  Fever,  172  cases;  Typhoid  Fever,  6  cases;  Diphtheria,  2  cases. 
“  Of  these  142  were  from  the  Urban  District,  38  from  the  Rural 
“  District.  163  of  these  cases  were  discharged  cured  ;  1  died. 
“  16  cases  remained  on  December  31st.  The  Rural  cases  were 
“  from  Cranford,  6  Scarlet  Fever  ;  Burton  Latimer,  2  Scarlet 
“Fever,  3  Typhoid  Fever;  Geddington,  22  Scarlet  Fever,  1 
“Typhoid  Fever;  Weldon,  1  Scarlet  Fever,  2  Typhoid  Fever; 
“  Pytchley,  1  case  of  Diphtheria.  In  only  one  case  was  there 
“  any  suspicion  of  any  ‘  return  case  ’  from  a  patient  leaving  the 
“  Hospitals,  and  great  care  was  always  exercised  in  not  discharg- 
“  ing  the  patients  while  any  chance  of  infection  was  present.  I 
“  believe  Miss  Lanyon,  who  still  holds  the  position  of  Matron,  and 
“  Hurses  Vincent,  Kate,  and  Emily,  have  given  every  satisfaction 
“  to  all  who.  have  been  in  anyway  connected  with  the  Hospitals. 
“  On  several  occasions  we  have  been  obliged  to  call  in  the  assist- 
“  ance  of  extra  nurses  temporarily,  from  the  great  demand  made 
“  on  the  use  of  the  Hospitals  ;  and  although  the  expenses  have 
“  been  very  considerable,  it  is  generally  felt  that  the  money  has 
“  been  well  laid  out.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Oundle  Urban  District 
says,  “  The  question  of  providing  an  Isolation  Hospital  is  now 
“under  the  consideration  of  a  Joint  Committee  composed  of 
“members  of  the  Rural  and  Urban  District  Councils,  and  it  is 
“  to  be  hoped  that  before  very  long  we  shall  have  a  place  where 
“  persons  suffering  from  Infectious  disease  may  be  received  and 
“  disinfection  of  infected  articles  carried  out.” 
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In  regard  to  tlie  Raunds  Urban  District,  the  Report  says, 
“  Although  no  Isolation  Hospital  has  as  yet  been  built  for  Raunds, 
“  yet  everything  is  done  to  keep  down  the  spread  of  infection  ; 
“  all  cases  being  isolated  as  far  as  can  be  done  in  private  houses ; 
“  plenty  of  disinfectants  used,  and  the  houses  at  the  termination 
“  of  each  case  thoroughly  disinfected  by  Mr.  Yorke  and  his  men. 
“  I  am  nowin  communication  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
“  Health  in  connection  with  this  matter  and  hope  that  some 
“  arrangement  may  soon  be  arrived  at  with  neighbouring  Councils 
“  whereby  we  maybe  able  to  build  a  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  for 
“  Raunds  and  surrounding  villages  before  long.” 

In  the  Wellingborough  Urban  District  hospital,  “  There 
“  were  eight  cases  treated  here,  all  Scarlet  Fever ;  no  deaths 
“  occuiTed.  The  hospital  is  used  for  all  Zymotic  cases,  and  is  in 
“  a  very  satisfactory  and  efficient  condition.  A  trained  nurse  is 
“  engaged  whenever  necessary.  There  is  a  trustworthy  man  and 
“  his  wife  who  reside  in  the  house  as  caretakers,  who  do  some  of 
“  the  nursing  when  required.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Brackley  Rural 
District  says  that  “  The  district  is  still  without  a  proper — or 
“  indeed  any — isolation  hospital,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  advise  you 
“  that  circumstances  may  at  any  time  arise  which  may  be 
“  uncontrollable  in  its  absence.” 

In  the  Brix worth  Rural  District,  “  Disinfection  is  efficiently 
“  done  by  Formalin  Gas  from  ignition  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sanitaiy  Inspector  and  his  staff.  The  want  of  an  isolation 
hospital  in  this  district  was  exemplified  by  the  removal  of  certain 
Scarlet  Fever  cases  to  a  neighbouring  fever  hospital. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Crick  Rural  District 
writes  as  follows: — “Although  outbreaks  of  dangerous  infectious 
“  disease  have  of  late  years  been  comparatively  rare  in  the 
“  district,  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  infectious  disease  from 
“  spreading  in  a  poor  household,  because  there  are  no  available 
“  means  of  isolation.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that,  as  the 
question  of  hospital  accommodation  is  again  coming  up  for 
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discLission  between  the  Rngby  Urban  and  Unral  Conncils,  tlie 
“  Crick  Conncil  slionld  make  application  to  be  inclnded  in  the 
“  proposed  joint  hospital  district,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe 
“  that  such  a  scheme  would  receive  the  support  of  the  ISTor- 
“  thamptonshire  County  Council.” 

In  regard  to  the  Gretton  Unral  District,  “The  Uppingham 
“  Hospital  was  opened  again  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
“  There  was  no  necessity  to  send  any  of  the  patients  from  your 
“  district  away  from  home.” 

Respecting  the  Harding’stone  Rural  District,  it  is  said  that 
“  In  the  Hardingstone  Infections  Hospital  12  cases  of  scarlet- 
“  fever  were  treated  from  this  District,  whilst  one  case  was 
“  admitted  from  Blis worth.  Six  cases  of  measles  were  also 
“  treated — five  of  which  were  sent  in  originally  on  the  supposition 
“  that  they  were  scarlet-fever.  One  case  of  enteric-fever  from 
“  Far  Cotton  wms  also  treated  in  this  Hospital.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Kettering  Rural 
District  writes,  “The  Joint  Hospital  for  Infections  Diseases  has 
“  proved  very  useful  to  this  District  during  the  year;  its  useful- 
“  ness  in  arresting  the  spread  of  disease  seems  indeed  to  have 
“  been  more  marked  in  the  Rural  than  in  the  Urban  District, 
“  and  the  removal  of  the  earliest  cases  seems  to  have  been  the 
“  means  of  arresting  the  spread  of  disease  in  every  instance.” 
“  Disinfectants  in  a  portable  form  have  been  supplied  to  all  the 
“  Schools  in  the  District.” 

In  regard  to  the  Oundle  Rural  District,  “  The  question  of 
“  providing  an  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  carefully  considered. 
“  A  provisional  agreement  has  been  made  with  the  Urban 
“  Council,  and  a  site  selected  about  a  mile  from  Oundle,  between 
“  the  Stoke  and  Benefield  roads.  It  is  proposed  to  erect  a 
“  Hospital  with  ten  beds,  and  suitable  accommodation  for  care- 
“  taker  and  Kurses,  with  a  separate  building  for  Small-pox.  A 
“  steam  disinfector  will  also  form  part  of  the  scheme.  The 
“  success  of  this  undertaking  will  depend,  in  some  measure  upon 
“  making  the  place  look  well,  both  outside  and  inside.” 
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For  the  Oxendon  Rural  District,  it  is  stated  that  “the 
“  provision  of  a  means  to  isolate  certain  cases  is  very  necessary. 
“  It  is  practically  impossible  to  isolate  cases  which  occur  in  some 
“  small  cottages,  and  we  have  no  means  whatever  at  our  disposal 
“  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  occurring.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Towcester  Rural 
District  reports  that  Disinfection  is  “  carried  out  by  burning 
“  sulphur  or  in  some  cases  tablets  of  formic  aldehyde  in  the  sick 
“  room.  I  believe  such  disinfection  in  cottages  to  be  inefficient 
“  and  almost  useless.  We  have  no  central  apparatus  for  clothes, 
“bed,  &c.,  disinfection,  and  without  that  I  am  afraid  ordinary 
“  disinfection  is  a  failure.  As  regards  isolation,  we  have  no 
“  isolation  hospital,  and  no  means  of  really  isolating  infectious 
“  cases,  and  I  am  desired  by  the  County  Medical  Officer,  at  the 
“  instance  of  the  County  Council  Sanitary  Committee,  again  to 
“  draw  your  attention  to  this  matter,  which  I  may  do  by  referring 
“  you  to  the  close  of  the  report  of  last  year.  I  do  not  think  that 
“  this  district  suffers  specially  from  want  of  an  isolation  hospital, 
“  though  there  have  been  often  complaints  from  my  medical 
“  confreres  and  others  that  there  is  nowhere  infectious  cases  can 
“  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  an  infectious  disease.  And 
“  I  see  many  very  great  difficulties  and  dangers  (in  rural 
“  districts)  in  the  way  of  expense  and  in  other  ways,  in  this 
“  matter  being  undertaken  by  Rural  District  Councils  separately. 
“  Personally  I  have  come  to  hold  a  very  decided  opinion  that  if 
“  isolation  hospitals  are  to  be  built  and  maintained,  it  should  be 
“  done  as  a  scheme  for  the  whole  County,  in  some  such  way  as  I 
“am  infoimed  obtains  in  Leicestershire,  in  which  the  County 
“  Council  contributes  the  largest  sum  legally  possible  towards 
“  the  expenses,  and  exercises  a  practical  supervision  over  building 
“  and  management.  Such  a  method  seems  to  me  infinitely  better 
“  than  a  mere  patchwork  of  probably  inefficient  and  ill-arranged 
“  isolation  hospitals,  dotted  about  almost  haphazard  over  a 
“  County.” 
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As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  believe  that  the  offer  of  contribution 
by  the  County  Council  is  at  least  as  generous  as  that  in  Leicester¬ 
shire,  and  is  certainly  more  so  than  in  other  counties.  There  has 
been  no  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  County  Council  to  encourage 
any  ill-considered  erection  of  hospitals  in  the  County,  and  each 
pioposal  to  form  a  hospital  district  under  the  Isolation  Hospitals 
Act  must  necessarily  form  the  subject  of  careful  inquiry.  There 
is,  therefore,  little  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  proposal 
to  erect  any  isolation  hospital  in  this  County  which  maybe  made 
by  a  District  Council. 

Vaccination. 

Such  references  as  there  are  in  the  Reports  of  the  District 
IHedical  Officers  of  Health  to  the  subject  of  Vaccination  are 
interesting  and  well  worthy  of  note,  but  they  are  not  numerous. 

In  the  Kettering  Urban  District,  “The  number  of  successful 
“  Vaccinations  during  the  year  have  been  very  small  in  comparison 
“  with  the  number  of  births.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Hardingstone  Rural 
District  says,  “  In  the  District  proper,  I  believe  the  Vaccination 
“  Act  is  now  carried  out  much  more  efficiently  than  it  was  before 
“  the  passing  of  the  last  Act,  and  there  is  very  little  difficulty  in 
getting'  parents  to  consent  to  it.  Such,  howe’ver,  is  not  the 
“  case  at  Far  Cotton  where  your  Board  is  responsible  for  the 
“Vaccination,  though  it  is  not  in  the  Sanitary  District.  Here 
“  there  is  much  opposition  to  the  Act  and  many  children  remain 
“unvaccinated;  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  some  stronger 
“  measures  should  be  used  here  to  enforce  the  Act.” 

In  the  Oundle  Rural  District,  “  The  Vaccination  Act  of 
“  1898  continues  to  work  well.  The  state  of  the  District  in  this 
“respect  is  most  satisfactory.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Oxendon  Rural 
District  says,  “  I  am  glad  to  record  an  improvement  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  vaccination.  There  are  very  few  refusals 
“  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  cases.” 
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In  the  Wellingborough  Rural  District,  “Vaccination  1ms 
“  been  almost  at  a  standstill.  ’ 

Water  Supply. 

I  am  glad  to  record  that  the  exceedingly  important  subject 
of  water-supply  is  receiving  increased  attention  at  the  hands  of 
the  different  District  Councils,  and  that  the  representations  of 
the  District  Medical  Othcers  of  Health  thereon  are  not  less 
forcible  than  in  previous  years.  In  some  cases,  however,  it  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  efforts  to  obtain  wholesome  and  abundant 
water  have  met  with  success,  but  much  yet  remains  to  be  done 
in  this  respect  in  many  parts  of  the  County. 

In  the  Borough  of  Brackley  it  appears  that  the  “Water 
supply  has  been  plentiful  for  all  purposes,  and  of  good  quality;” 
while,  for  the  Borough  of  Daventry,  “  there  is  reason  to  believe 
“  that  the  water  found  at  Dodford  will  prove  a  satisfactory 
“  supply.” 

In  regard  to  the  Borough  of  Higham  Ferrers,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  writes,  “  I  believe  the  water  of  the  various 
“  wells  continues  of  fairly  good  quality,  but  in  some  parts  of  the 
“  town  the  supply  is  deplorably  deficient,  and  quite  inadequate  to 
“the  barest  domestic  needs.  It  is  much  to  be  hoped  that  the 
“  Higham  Ferrers  Water  Bill,  that  passed  through  Parliament 
“  last  Session,  will  solve  this  difficult  question  and,  with  as  little 
“  delay  as  possible,  place  within  our  reach  a  good  water  supply, 
“  which  is  urgently  needed  not  only  for  domestic  purposes  but 
“  for  flushing  the  sewers.” 

In  the  Desborough  Urban  District,  “  The  Waterworks  have 
“  continued  to  furnish  the  town  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  good 
“  water.  During  the  year,  137  water  connections  with  houses 
“  were  made,  making  now  a  total  of  517  houses  supplied  with 
“  the  town-water.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Finedon  Urban  District 
reports  thus  ; — “  There  was,  as  in  past  years,  a  Avater  famine  in 
“  various  parts  of  the  town,  and  many  householders  Avere  put  to 
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“  great  inconvenience  thereby.  I  greatly  wonder  that  we  bad  no- 
Typboid  epidemic.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  near  future  will 
“  see  this  state  of  thiugs  remedied.”  The  water  of  seven  wells 
was  condemned. 

Of  the  Kettering  Urban  District,  it  is  said  that  “  There  has 
“  been  no  scarcity  in  the  Water  Supply  throughout  the  year,  and 
“  the  quality  has  been  excellent.” 

In  the  Oundle  Urban  District,  too,  “The  water  as  supplied 
“  to  the  Town  has  been  analysed  from  time  to  time  and  reported 
on  as  satisfactory.  Several  owners  have  had  the  town  water 
“  laid  on  to  their  property.” 

The  Mfdical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Raunds  Urban  District 
reports  as  follows  : — “The  source  of  supply  is  still  the  same,  and 
“  as  I  said  before  it  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory,  and  I  look 
“  upon  this  subject  as  one  of  the  most  important  now  before  the 
Council  as  far  as  the  health  of  the  town  is  concerned  ;  but 
although  we  have  not  as  yet  arrived  at  a  satisfactory  solution 
“  of  the  question,  yet  a  good  deal  has  been  done  during  the  year 
to  bring'  this  matter  to  a  termination,  and  I  have  now  very  g’ood 
“  hopes  that  the  experiment  about  to  be  instituted  soon  by  our 
“  Surveyor  may  prove  successful.  At  the  beginning  of  1900  tho 
“  Raunds  Council  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Higham 
“  Ferrers  Water  Co.  to  avail  themselves  of  an  o|)tion  to  take 
“  water  from  the  Company  ;  before  deciding  to  take  water  from 
the  Company  however  the  Council  decided  to  take  steps  to- 
“  secure  water  in  the  district  if  possible,  and  with  this  end  in 
‘  view  the  well  at  Raunds  Brickyard  belonging  to  Mr.  Love  vvaa 
tested,  but  with  no  very  satisfactory  result,  the  quantity  proving 
insufficient.  It  was  then  decided  to  test  the  well  on  Pasture 
“  Lodge  Farm,  and  permission  has  now  been  obtained  from  the 
“  owner.  The  Surveyor  has  instructions  to  proceed  with  the 
“  work,  and  is  only  holding  it  in  abeyance  for  a  few  weeks  until 
“  the  days  are  a  little  longer.  I  believe  there  is  good  reason  for 
“  assuming  that  an  adequate  supply  may  be  obtained  there  and 
“  the  quality  of  the  water  is  no  doubt  perfectly  satisfactory,  so 
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that  we  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  before  long  we  may 
have  a  plentifnl  supply  of  pure  water  in  Rannds  without  this 
risk  of  periodical  contamination.” 

From  the  Rothwell  Urban  District  comes  the  report  that 
“  We  anxiously  wait  in  hope  for  an  independent  water  supply.” 

In  the  Rushden  Urban  District,  “  The  water  supply  is  at 
■“  present  insufficient.  The  Urban  Council  have,  however,  done 
“  their  utmost,  and  have  expended  considerable  sums  in  boring 
“  different  localities,  but  at  present  without  any  satisfactory 
“  result.”  Of  eight  samples  of  water  from  wells  which  were 
examined,  three  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  domestic  use,  and  the 
wells  were  closed. 

In  the  Wellingborough  Urban  District,  “  The  water  supply 
“  to  the  Town  is  very  good  and  pure.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Brackley  Rural  District 
reports  as  follows  : — The  district  is  made  up  of  rural  parishes 
“  living  under  generally  identical  conditions.  It  derives  its  water 
“  supply  from  shallow  wells  and  the  sewage  is  disposed  of  mainly 
by  middens.  The  water  supply  has  been  adequate  and  of  good 
“  quality,  no  cases  of  sickness  attributable  to  this  source  having 
“  occurred.  There  has  been  some  trouble  regarding  the  supply 
“  of  some  cottages  at  Helmdon  which  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
“drawing  their  water  from  the  public  well — fhe  latter  having 
“  been  polluted  by  surface  washings  and  percolation.  I  advised 
“  the  enclosure  of  the  well  with  filtration,  and  this  work  has  now 
“  been  done,  and  the  quality  of  the  supply  is  satisfactory.” 

In  the  Brixworth  Rural  District,  “  A  qualitative  analysis  of 
“  many  of  the  wells  has  been  made,  and,  in  consequence  of 
“  unsatisfactory  ]-esults,  wells  have  been  closed  in  some  cases  and 
“  in  others  clearued  out.  The  District  is  supplied  with  water  for 
“  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  by  surface  wells  fed  by  springs ; 
“  some  of  the  villages  have  a  public  service.  The  water  is  hard 
“  in  quality,  and  contains  large  quantities  of  iron  salts,  and  owing 
to  the  springs  cropping  out  at  the  junction  of  the  lias  clay  with 


the  porous  iron-stone,  is  liable  to  pollution  from  the  subsoil 
■“  becoming  impregmated  with  sewage  matter  finding  its  way  into 
“  the  water  bearino'  area.” 

o 

In  the  Crick  Rural  District,  “  Since  the  repairs  carried  out 
“in  connection  with  the  public  well  on  the  Green  at  Lilbourne 
“in  the  previous  year,  there  has  on  the  whole  been  a  more 
“  plentiful  supply,  but  the  water  supply  of  this  village  can  never 
“  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  until  a  proper  public  supply  has 
“  been  provided.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Daventry  Rural 
District  reports,  “  The  new  water  scheme  for  Long  Buckby  has 
“  not  advanced  much  during  the  year.  On  the  31st  of  January 
'“  a  Local  Government  Board  inquiry  was  held  regarding  the  loan 
“  of  £5,700 ;  this  has  been  sanctioned,  and  the  matter  is  now  in 
“  abeyance  until  terms  for  purchase  of  the  required  land  are 
“  arranged.  During  the  autumn  the  outbreak  of  infectious 
“  disease  at  Badby  caused  special  attention  to  be  directed  to  that 
“  village,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  its  water  supply  was 
“at  fault ;  this  was  proved  to  be  correct  by  analysis  of  samples 
“  of  the  water  sent  to  the  County  Analyst.  The  matter  is  in  the 
“  hands  of  a  Committee,  and  I  hope  that  before  long  steps  will 
“be  taken  foi-  an  improvement  of  the  supply.” 

In  the  Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural  District,  it  is  said  that 
“  Tile  water  supply  is  the  same  as  last  year.  For  Easton  a 
“  conducted  supply  of  excellent  water,  the  rest  of  the  district 
“  from  wells.” 

In  the  Gretton  Rural  District,  the  water  supply  is  “largely 
“derived  from  shallow  wells  which,  from  their  method  of  con- 
“  struction,  are  liable  to  contamination  with  surface  water,  and 
“  in  some  cases  with  soakings  from  defective  privies  and  leaky 
“  house  drains.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Hardingstone  Rural 
District  writes,  “The  Hai'dingstone  supply  has  proved  quite 
'“  efficient,  and  means  by  which  horse-power  can  be  used  as  an 


“  auxiliary  to  the  wind-power,  when  necessary,  have  been  added.. 
“  Denton  Water  Supply. — In  this  village  over  50  cottages  have 
“  no  proper  supply  of  water  except  by  fetching  it  from  a  great 
“  distance.  A  good  supply  has  been  reached  and  a  Local  Govern- 
‘‘  ment  Board  Inspector  has  held  an  Enquiry  into  the  matter, 
“  but  no  further  progress  has  been  made.  A  scheme  for  the 
“  supply  of  Wootton  with  water  has  been  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
“  Eunson  but  not  yet  passed  by  the  Parish  Council.  As  your 
“  Council  is  responsible  for  the  sanitary  well-being  of  the  village, 
“  I  think  the  matter  should  be  expedited,  so  as,  if  possible,  to 
“  ensure  a  better  supply  next  summer ;  and  I  would,  direct 
“  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  were  no  less  than  three  deaths 
“  from  zymotic  disease  here  last  year.  I  have  had  to  report  that 
“  at  Cooknoe  there  are  21  cottages  inhabited  by  72  persons  with 
“  scarcely  aiyy  supply  of  water,  and  this  demands  attention  before 
“  the  hot  weather  sets  in.  Three  new  pumps  have  been  fixed  in 
“  public  wells  at  Yardley  Hastings  and  there  are  now  8  public 
“pumps  in  that  village.” 

In  the  Kettering  Bural  District,  “  The  Water  Supplies  tO' 
“  the  different  villages  have  held  out  fairly  well,  but  schemes  are 
“  in  haml  for  further  supplies  to  the  somewhat  rapidly  increasing 
“  village  of  Burton  Latimer  and  to  Pytchley.” 

In  the  Middleton  Cheney  Rural  District,  “The  Water  Supply 
“  in  the  various  villages  from  pumps,  springs,  draw-wells,  &c., 
“  held  out  well  during  the  dry  Autumn.”  Four  water  supplies 
are  recorded  as  having  been  improved. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Northampton  Rural 
District  says,  “The  water  supplies  at  Kislingbury  and  Heyford 
“  have  been  working  well,  and  those  villages  are  now  efficiently 
“  supplied  with  water,  for  which  the  inhabitants  are,  I  believe, 
“  most  thankful/’ 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Oundle  Rural  District 
reports  that  the  question  of  “water  supply  at  King’s  Cliffe  has 
“  been  given  careful  consideration.  Plans  are  being  prepared  by 
“  a  competent  engineer.”  In  regard  to  Lutton,  he  says,  “  The 
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“  question  of  providing  a  water  supply  for  this  village,  has  been 
“  under  your  consideration  for  some  time  past.  Lutton,  like 
“  most  of  the  villages  situated  on  the  plateau  of  land  extending 
“  between  the  Nene  Valley  and  the  Fen  country,  is  very  badly 
“  supplied  with  water.  Shallow  ponds  form  the  chief  source. 

“  The  water  from  some  of  these  was  sent  for  analysis,  the  report 
given  wms  about  as  bad  as  anything  could  be.  The  difficulty 
“  in  obtaining  water  is  undoubtedly  very  great,  and  deep  borings 
“  made  under  the  advice  of  professional  experts,  have  proved  a 
“  failure.  Under  these  circumstances  the  aid  of  a  diviner  was 
“  called  in  by  Lutton  Parish,  who  soon  indicated  a  likely  spot 
“  where  water  could  be  found  at  an  estimated  depth  of  40  feet. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  adds,  “  I  sincerely  hope  he  may 
“  prove  a  true  prophet,  and  that  his  services  may  be  utilized  foi 
“  Hemington,  Thurning,  and  many  other  like  places.  At  a 
farm  “at  Papley  attention  was  drawn  to  the  Avant  of  water, 

“  and  a  fresh  supply  Avas  obtained.” 

The  Report  from  the  Oxendon  Rural  District  is  as  follow^s  ; 
“  The  Water  Supply  of  the  District  has  been  generally  under 
“  observation,  and  Samples  taken  and  examined  fiom  time  to  time. 
“  On  the  whole  the  Avell  supplies  have  improved  in  conditions, 
“  and  the  general  public  supplies  have  been  sufficient,  and  an 
“  improA^ed  increased  public  supply  has  been  afforded  at  Ri a} - 
“  brooke.  The  siipeiwision  of  A\^ell  supplies  by  owners  cannot  be- 
“  too  carefully  carried  out,  and  it  is  most  desirable  that  samples 
“  should  be  afforded  from  time  to  time. 

In  the  Potterspiiry  Rural  District,  “  Wicken,  Deanshanger,. 
“  and  Passenham  have  public  Avater  supplies  of  good  quality  - 
“  the  rest  of  the  district  is  dependent  on  shallow  Avells,  more  or 
“  less  exposed  to  contamination,  but  the  opposition  of  small 
“  owners  and  ratepayers  to  any  scheme  involving  much  expense 
“  preA^ents  the  general  adoption  of  a  public  water  supply  in  all 

“  parts.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Thrapston  Rural 
District  reports,  in  reference  to  the  new  Sewerage  Scheme  at 
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Thrapston,  that  “  Water  for  flashiiig  purposes  will  become  a 
^‘necessity  when  the  new  works  are  completed,  owing  to  the 
increased  stretch  of  piping  with  little  or  no  fall  from  the  Town 
“  to  the  outfall  works.  I  hope  the  matter  will  receive  consider- 
“  ation  at  an  early  date.”  The  Water  Supply  of  Brigstock  has 
been  under  suspicion  for  a  long  time,  and  the  matter  has  been, 
“  from  time  to  time,  referred  to  the  Parish  Council.  During  the 
“  Diphtheria  epidemic  of  1893,  it  was  noticed  that  Carbolic  Acid, 
“  poured  into  the  drains,  soon  found  its  way  into  many  of  the 
“wells.  By  my  advice,  twelve  samples  of  water  were  sent  for 


“  analysis  to  Mr.  J.  West  Knight  of  Cambridge.  Six  of  these 
“were  declared  to  be  ‘highly  polluted  with  sewage,’ two  were 
said  to  be  of  fail*  quality,'  only  the  remaining  four  w^ere 
“  pronounced  ‘  good.’  The  services  of  Mr.  Beeby  Thompson,  the 
“  eminent  Geologist,  were  called  in;  he  indicated  a  site  in  a  field 


situated  above  the  factory,  where  w^ater  could  be  found  at  a 
“  height  which  will  enable  it  to  be  distributed  by  gravitation,  to 
“  the  village.  Borings  are  to  be  commenced  immediately,  and 
“  we  may  hope  soon  to  see  the  work  accomplished.”  In  regard 
to  Woodford,  “  The  question  of  providing  the  upper  part  of  "this 
“  village  with  water  is  one  which  has  been  under  your  consider- 
“  ation  for  years,  and  schemes  have  been  submitted  to  you  during 
‘‘  the  past  year.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  a  matter  which 
“  presents  any  very  great  engineering  difficulty,  though  I  feel 
‘‘  sure  that  water  will  have  to  be  brought  from  a  lower  level,  and 
will  require  pumping;  there  is  really  plenty  of  water  in  the 
“  neighbourhood.  I  would  urge  this  matter  upon  you,  as  the 
most  pressing  in  the  District.  It  is  not  merely  that  there  is  a 
“  scarcity  of  good  drinking-water  in  Newtown,  but,  in  dry  seasons 
‘‘  there  is  hardly  any  water  for  domestic  purposes,  and,  in  the 
“  event  of  a  fire,  there  would  be  absolutely  no  available  supply.” 


The  Medical,  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Towcester  Kural 
District  reports  as  follows  -  It  is,  as  may  have  been  expected 
‘‘  from  its  geological  situation,  well  watered  by  the  numerous 
‘‘springs  which  break  out  on  the  sides  of  the  declivities  from 
“between  the  exposed  oolitic  beds,  and  yield  a  highly  carbonated 
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■“  water,  tlierefore  also  often  very  hard,  containing  a  temporary 
“  hardness  sometimes  equal  to  the  permanent.  From  such  sources 
is  derived  the  public  service  of  Towcester,  Green’s  ISorton, 

“  Maidford,  and  partially  of  other  villages.  The  remaining 
■“  villages  and  separate  houses  depend  for  their  water  supply  on 
“  wells,  some  private,  some  public,  of  depths  varying  from  10  to 
80  or  100  feet,  almost  universally  built  in  the  same  way,  viz., 
with  open  brick  or  stonework,  and  therefore  exposed  constantly 
“  to  the  risk  of  contamination  from  the  neighbouring  soil.  That 
“  that  risk  is  not  an  imaginary  one  is  proved  by  the  analysis  of 
“  many  of  these  well  waters  during  the  past  year  or  two.  I 
have  only  to  instance  the  situation  of  such  of  our  villages  as 
“  Blisworth,  Gayton,  the  villages  in  the  parish  of  Pattishall, 

“  Litchborough,  Blakesley,  where  either  leaking  drains  and  cess- 
“  pits  or  surface  pollutions  have  fouled  many  of  the  existing 
“  water  supplies.  The  question  has  been  brought  before  the 
“  Authority  and  considered  by  you,  has  been  referred  for  the 
“  consideration  of  the  Local  Sanitary  Committees,  where  much 
‘‘  discussion  has  taken  place,  but  with,  as  yet,  little  practical 
“  result  in  the  way  of  remedy,  owing  sometimes  to  the  expense, 
“  sometimes  to  the  extreme  difficulty  of  providing’  an  extraneous 
supply.  Yet,  as  during  the  past  years  there  has  been  going  on 
‘‘  a  constant  improvement  in  various  parts  of  the  district  with 
“  regard  to  their  water  supply,  so  I  hope  that  difficulties  may  be 
“  in  the  near  future  overcome,  and  that  these  villages  may  soon 
“  be  able  to  obtain  that  most  excellent  of  all  nature’s  gifts  — pure 
“  water.”  In  respect  of  the  town  of  Towcester,  “  The  failure  of 
“  the  upland  source,  owing  to  a  succession  of  dry  seasons,  to  full}!" 
“  supply  the  town,  and  other  springs  not  proving  available  to 
“  augment  it,  has  necessitated  a  boring  through  the  lias  clay  and 
“  the  use  of  a  pumping  engine  when  required.  That  we  hope  to 
“  see  in  operation  this  next  summer.” 

The  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Wellingborough  Rural  District  is  as  follows  : — “  Earls  Barton 
has  now  a  good  supply  of  water.  Wilby  is  still  in  statu  quo. 
“  During  the  dry  weather  the  supply  was  scarce.  The  Parish 
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“  Council  are  still  considering  a  scheme,  and  I  hope  they  will 
“  soon  come  to  a  decision.”  It  also  appears  from  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  report  that,  “  At  Irchester,  Ecton,  Doddington,  and 
“  Wollaston  great  complaints  were  made  during  the  dry  weather 
“  of  the  scarcity  of  water  for  domestic  use.” 

Dwelling-Houses  and  Overcrowding. 

d  he  need  for  increased  and  improved  cottage-accommodation 
IS  plaiDly  indicated  in  more  than  one  Deport  of  the  District 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  it  is  evident  that  early  action  in 
regard  thereto  is  more  than  desirable.  In  Rural  Districts,  how¬ 
ever,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  manner  in  which  increased 
accommodation  should  he  provided  is  open  to  question.  That  it 
is  the  duty  of  a  landlord  to  keep  his  cottages  in  repair  is  plain 
enough,  but  in  some  districts  there  are  other  and  more  complex 
pioblems  to  be  dealt  with.  It  is  at  least  an  open  question  as  to 
the  extent  to  which  Local  Authorities  should  put  into  operation 
the  powers  contained  in  Pai-t  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working- 
Classes  Act  1890 ;  but,  when  it  is  shown  to  be  desirable  or 
necessary  that  such  action  should  be  taken,  I  cannot  but  think 
that  the  period  of  repayment  granted  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  building  loans  should  be  extended,  paibiciilarly  in  the 
case  of  land.  I  think  also  that  the  time  has  fully  arrived  when 
the  Local  Government  Board  should  relax  and  vary  the  restrict¬ 
ions,  according  to  local  requirements,  on  the  building  of  cottages 
in  rural  districts,  for  the  hard  and  fast  rules  at  the  present  time 
simply  operate  to  prevent  the  application  for  Building  Bye-laws 
by  Rural  District  Councils.  Such  relaxation  would  probably 
also^tend  to  relieve  the  pressure  of  want  of  cottnge  accommodation 
in  Urban  as  well  as  Rural  Districts  by  enabling  suitable  cottages 

to  be  provided  at  a  less  onerous  cost  per  room  than  is  now 
frequently  the  case. 

The  Medical  Office:-  of  Health  foi-  the  Borough  of  Brackley 
says,  “Eight  new  cottages  have  been  built,  but  I  do  not  know  of 
“  any  old  ones  haying  been  pulled  down.”  Three  cases  of 
crowding  are  recorded  ns  having  been  dealt  with. 


over- 
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In  the  Desborongh  Urban  District,  “  Thirteen  new  houses 
have  been  erected,  raising  the  total  number  of  inhabited  houses 
“  in  the  district  to  790.” 

In  the  Dinedon  Urban  District,  one  case  of  overcrowding  was 
inquired  into  and  remedied. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Oundle  Urban  District 
^vrites,  “In  March  I  reported  to  the  Council  a  case  of  overcrowding 
“in  North  Street,  and,  upon  a  notice  being  served  upon  the 
“  occupier,  the  nuisance  was  abated.  I  am  afraid  ovei crowding 
“  exists  somewhat  in  Oundle,  and  it  is  difficult  to  deal  with,  as 
house-accommodation,  especially  for  the  lUorking- class  is  far 
“  from  good,  it  being  very  difficult  for  a  man  with  a  family  of 
“  any  size  to  find  a  house  with  more  than  two  bed-rooms  at  a 
■“  moderate  rental.  The  only  remedy  in  most  cases  is  for  some 
members  of  a  family  to  find  sleeping  accommodation  elsewhere. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Haunds  Urban  District 
.says,  “House  accommodation  for  the  working-classes  so  far  as  it 
“  goes  is  very  good.  All  the  new  houses  are  built  in  accordance 
“  with  the  Bye-Laws  and  could  not  be  better ;  also  the  sanitary 
“  conditions  connected  with  the  old  houses  are  much  improved 
“  both  inside  and  out.  At  the  same  time,  on  account  of  the  great 
^‘pressure  of  work  during  the  past  12  months  and  now,  there  is 
“  no  doubt  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  unavoidable  over- 
crowding,  and  a  great  scarcity  of  dwelling-houses,  and  it  is  to 
■“  be  hoped  that  many  more  new  houses  may  be  constructed  soon; 
“  and  although  I  have  calculated  at  the  rate  of  5  persons  to  each 
“  house  for  the  estimated  population,  yet  on  account  of  the  many 
“  lodgers,  married  and  single,  now  in  Raunds,  I  have  no  doubt  I 
“  have  underestimated  the  population,  as  will  probably  be  seen 
“  when  the  real  census  is  taken  this  year.” 

In  the  Rushden  Urban  District,  “  66  new  houses  have  been 
“  erected  during  the  year  1900.” 

In  the  Brixworth  Rural  District,  it  appears  that  “  In  the 
“  villages  of  Pitsford,  Teeton,  Creaton,  and  Brixworth,  cottages 


have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  on  account 
‘‘of  tl.eir  being  structurally  bad,  and  liaving  insufficient  room 
‘‘  accommodation.  House  accommodation  generally  throughout 
the  district  is  inadequate,  many  of  the  cottages  being  structurally 
‘‘  bad  and  deficient  in  room  space;  in  many  cases  there  being  also 
an  insufficiency  of  open  space  behind  the  houses  and  a  want  of 
“  cleanliness  in  the  surroundings,  Pigstyes,  Manure  Heaps  and 

Ashpits  being  frequently  too  close  to  the  dwelling-house  and 
“  the  water  supply.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Haventiy  Rural 
District  reports  as  follows  The  cottages  throughout  the 
“  District  are  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  state,  and  no  case  of  over- 
‘‘  crowding  was  brought  to  my  notice.  Huisances  were  abated  in 
many  of  the  Parishes,  and  two  convictions  were  obtained 
against  owners  for  allowing  new  dwelling-houses  to  he  occupied 
“  without  first  making  application  for  a  certificate.” 


It  IS  said  that  in  the  Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural  District, 
More  attenfion  should  be  given  to  the  spouting  of  eaves  to 
protect  the  foundations  of  cottag’es  from  damp.” 
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It  appears  that  in  the  H  ardingstone  Rural  District,  “  Twm 
new  houses  have  been  built  at  Quinton  and  one  at  Cooknoe 
during  the  year.  One  cottage  at  Quinton  has  been  closed  on 
account  of  its  dilapidated  condition  and  the  Paper  Mill  cottages 
belonging  to  Messrs.  Phipps  &  Co.  have  been  closed  as  they  had 
0  propel  sanitar\  conveniences  and  were  a  dangerous  source 
of  pollution  to  the  river.  Three  cottages  at  Rothersthorpe  and 
one  at  Wootton  have  been  condemned  but  their  owners  have 
since  put  them  in  proper  repair.  Some  cottages  at  Yardley 
have  been  reported  as  being  unhealthy  from  the  presence  of 
numerous  outbuildings  close  to  them  which  effectually  cut  off 
their  light  and  Ventilation,  but  no  steps  have  yet  been  taken  to 
remove  the  said  outbuildiup-s  ” 

O  * 


U 


In  the  Oundle  Rural  district,  at  Ashton,  “  Two  insanitary 
cottages  have  been  pulled  down.”  “Many  of  the  houses  in 
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“  Glaptlioni  are  very  old,  and  in  a  bad  sanitary  condition,  -^ri^ 
illness  is  generally  of  a  worse  type  in  sncli  places.  Attention 
“  was  directed,  several  improvements  liave  been  made,  three  very 
“  old  houses  are  being  pulled  down.”  At  King’s  Cliffe,  “  some 
“  of  the  cottages  in  the  village  are  in  a  wretched  condition,  and 
“  I  am  drawing  your  attention  to  several  of  these.  When  we 
“  provide  drains,  owners  of  property  of  this  description  w  ill,  I 
“  fear,  find  there  is  much  to  do.”  At  Lutton,  I  reported  upon 
“  some  of  the  cottages,  which  are  in  a  dilapidated  condition.  It 
“  is  very  clear  that  agricultural  labourers  are  a  necessity  for 
“  working  farms,  and,  in  the  future,  they  will  be  less  and  less 
“  inclined  to  settle  where  good  cottages  are  not  provided.  Surely 
“  owners  of  property,  in  the  interest  of  their  farmers,  should  see 
“more  into  this  matter.”  “The  Schools  in  Lutton  have  lately 
“  been  altered,  and  I  visited  and  reported  upon  the  sanitary 
“  arrangements.  I  think  it  is  a  great  pity  that  plans  of  new 
“  buildings  erected  in  the  district  are  not  submitted  to  us,  as  is 
“  done  in  Urban  Districts.”  A  house  at  Southwick  where 
Diphtheria  occurred  “  was  found  to  be  overcrowded  and  in  a  bad 
“sanitary  condition”;  the  premises  were  put  into  good  order. 
“A  case  of  overcrowding  was  reported  at  Wood  Lewton,  pro- 
“  ceedings  were  taken  against  the  family,  and  an  abatement 
“  ordered.  The  house  was  in  a  most  miserable  condition,  although 
“  the  man  was  in  regular  employment.  People  of  this  kind 
“  usually  experience  great  difficulty  in  getting  any  one  to  let  them 
a  house  ;  one  need  not  be  surprised  at  this,  as,  in  this  instance, 
“  the  staircase  had  been  used  for  firewood.  I  also  lepoited  this 
“  family  to  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 
((  were  taken  against  the  wonran,  and  a  conviction 

“  obtained.  I  consider  this  Society  a  most  useful  help  to  Sanitary 
“  Authorities,  as  it  does  a  work  quite  out  of  their  province,  yet 
“  most  invaluable  to  them. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Plealth  for  the  Oxendon  Rural 
District  reports  that  “  House  accommodation  for  the  poorer 
“  classes  is  on  the  whole  good,  and  no  matters  of  insanitaiy 
“  dwellings  or  overcrowding  have  been  brought  to  my  knowledge.” 
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The  Report  from  the  Potterspniy  Rural  District  is  as 
follows  :  —  “  Cases  of  overcrowding  occasionally  come  to  light, 
“  but  they  are  extremely  difficult  to  deal  with  in  many  instances, 
“  owing  to  insufficient  alternative  accommodation,  but  the  best  is 
“  done  under  the  circumstances.  An  improved  class  of  cottage, 
“  brick  and  slated,  is  gradnally  replacing  the  old  ones,  but  the 
■“  progress  in  this  direction  must  necessarily  be  slow  in  an 
“  agricultural  district.” 

In  the  Thrapston  Rural  District,  “Proceedings  were  taken 
with  regard  to  one  case  of  overcrowding*.  Another  was  reported, 
“  and  is  still  under  consideration.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Towcester  Rural 
District  says,  “  Owing  to  the  decrease  in  population,  there  is 
“  almost  everywhere  ample  house  accommodation.  There  is  no 
“  other  supervision  of  new  buildings  than  as  regards  the  water 
“  supply,  for  which  a  certificate  must  be  obtained  before  the 
“  house  can  be  inhabited,  and  here,  I  think,  something  of  effect 
“  might  be  done  by  the  Authority.  Rewly  erected  dwellings 
“  should  be  required  to  conform  to  simple  sanitary  regulations 
“  with  regard  not  only  to  water  supply,  but  to  their  drainage  and 
“  closet  and  ashpit  arrangements.  So  might  we  take  a  little  care 
“  for  the  future,  though  we  cannot  always  neutralise  the  effects 
“  of  past  sanitary  errors  in  building.” 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Wellingborough  Rm^al  District 
in  his  report  states  that  “about  50  new  houses  have  been  erected,” 
and  eight  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with. 

Exckement  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

The  matter  of  excrement  and  refuse  disposal  is  one  that 
merits  the  most  careful  attention  in  every  district  of  the  County, 
especially  in  all  those  districts  where  there  is  not  a  water  supply 
independent  of  local  wells.  The  matter  is  nearly  always  an 
ui'gent  one  in  purely  rural  districts,  but  it  is  equally  so  in  the 
case  of  urban  districts  which  have  not  succeeded  in  obtaining* 

,  O 

an  independent  sujiply  of  wholesome  water.  I  am  glad  to  note 
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that  attention  is  being  seriously  given  to  this  matter  in  some  of 
the  districts  of  the  Conntv. 

In  the  Borough  of  Brackley,  “  The  removal  of  refuse  and 
“  scavenging  have  been  dnly  attended  to,  and  speaking  generally 
“  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  borough  is  good.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Higham 
Ferrers  says,  “  I  believe  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  town  has 
“been  maintained,  and  the  vmrk  of  scavenging  has  been  satis- 
“  factorily  carried  out  during  the  past  year.  This  work  must  be 
“  of  ever-increasing  importance  and  difficulty  as  the  town  grows, 
“  until  an  efficient  water  supply  shall  enable  you  to  abolish  it 
“  in  favour  of  a  more  satisfactory  system  of  sewage.  And  until 
“  that  time  arrives  it  will  require  the  most  assiduous  care  on  the 
“  part  of  those  responsible  for  the  work  to  prevent  our  present 
“  system  becoming  not  only  a  source  of  much  discomfort  to  the 
“  inhabitants,  but  a  real  danger  to  the  public  health.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Hesborough  Urban 
District  writes,  “There  are  at  present  in  use: — Water-closets  416 
“  (129  hand-flushed),  pails  175,  and  privies  13.  This  last- 
“  mentioned  circumstance  is  of  much  importance  as  shewing  the 
“  remarkable  progress  which  in  recent  years  the  local  authority 
“  has  made  in  the  domain  of  sanitation.  I  am  very  pleased 
“  to  note  that  the  scavenging  of  the  district  has  been  excel- 
“  lently  carried  out  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  department 
“  concerned.” 

In  the  Finedon  Urban  District,  8  cesspits  were  done  away 
with. 

For  the  Kettering  Urban  District,  it  is  pointed  out  that 
a  Refuse  Destructor  is  one  of  the  sanitary  improvements  most 
required. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Raunds  Urban 
District  writes,  “  Scavenging  has  improved  considerably  under 
“  the  management  of  your  own  scavengers,  and  although  the 
“  pail  system  is  still  in  vogue,  it  is  certainly  carried  out  in  a 
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“  cleanei*  manner  than  it  foianerly  was  under  contractors  ;  at  the 
“  same  time  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  as  soon  as  our  new  water 
“  supply  has  been  accom23lished,  this  system  may  be  abolished 
“and  water-closets  substituted  in  the  whole  town.  For  house- 
“  refuse  zinc  ash-bins  are  being  gradually  introduced  and  ash- 
“  heaps  done  away  with,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  a  very 
“  short  time  now  the  old  system  of  ash-heaps  and  middens  may 
“  entirely  disappeai*.” 

For  the  Wellingborough  Urban  District,  it  is  said  that 
“The  scavenging  of  the  Town  is  thoroughly  conducted;  the  new 
“  refuse  destructor  is  nearly  complete  and  will  soon  be  in  full 
“  work.” 

ITie  Report  for  the  Brixworth  Rural  District  is  as  follows: — 
“  In  the  villages  unsew'ered  imperfectly  connected  cesspit  closets 
“  are  prevalent,  with  here  and  there  an  earth  closet.  In  East 
“  Haddon  the  dry  earth-closets  are  adopted  throughout  the 
“  village,  these  earth-closets  on  inspection  are  found  to  be  dirty 
“  and  without  an  adequate  supply  of  earth  or  ashes.  Ashes  and 
“  other  refuse  in  unsewered  villages  are  fi'equently  deposited  in 
“  holes  dug  in  the  ground,  the  slop-water  sink  empt^dng  itself 
“  into  an  old  stone  drain.” 

In  the  Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural  District,  “  There  are  still 
“  existing  privy- vaults  that  are  a  source  of  danger,  and  ought  to- 
“  be  done  away  with.” 

In  the  Kettering  Rural  District,  a  Sanitary  Cart  has  been 
2:)rovided  for  the  village  of  Pytchley,  and  one  is  recommended  for 
the  village  of  Geddington. 

The  Report  tor  the  Potterspury  Rural  District  is  as  follows: — 
“  This  district  being  an  agricultural  one,  house  refuse,  &c.,  is 
“  generally  disposed  of  in  gardens  or  on  the  land,  but  pail  closets 
“  are  gradually  adopted  in  certain  localities,  more  nihan  in 
“  character,  and  emptied  by  public  scavengei'.  For  the  same 
“  reason,  no  extensi^'e  or  elaborate  system  of  drainage  is  neces- 
“  SUIT,  but  where  improvements  and  extensions  wein  necessary 
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“these  have  been  clone;  notably  at  Yardley,  Cosgrove,  and 
“  Panlerspury.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Thrapston  Rural 
District  writes  thus  in  regard  to  Thi'apston  town: — “I  wish 
“  again  to  express  my  opinion  that  the  scavenging  should  be  done 
“  at  the  public  expense.  Mr.  Lloyd,  in  his  report  to  me,  states 
“  that  ‘night-soil  from  about  a  hundred  houses  is  still  buried  in 
“  gardens  close  to  houses  and  wells.’  If  this  is  correct  the 
“  condition  of  the  Town  will  continue  to  get  worse.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Towcester  Rural 
District  reports,  “  As  regards  the  disposal  of  excrement,  old 
“  methods  still  obtain.  Midden  privies  are  the  rule,  ash,  earth, 
“  or  water-closets  the  exception,  except  in  Towcester  and  Whittle- 
“  bury.  I  have  often  written  against  this  system  of  earth 
“  pollution  as  foul  and  altogether  unseemly,  but  I  prophesy,  lam 
“  afraid,  almost  in  vain.”  “With  regard  to  the  disposal  of  house 
“  refuse,  public  scavenging  is  carried  out  once  a  week  in  Towcester 
“  and  Whittlebury,  not,  I  think,  elsewhere,  and  large,  open,  ill- 
“  constructed  ashpits  are  still  the  rule,  and  small,  covered, 
“  galvanised  refuse  holders  or  well  constructed  ashpits  the 
“  exception.  One  may  see  refuse  of  all  kinds  littered  too  often 
“  about  the  cottage  garden  instead  of  being  burnt  or  dug  in,  and 
“  there  is  still  much  need  of  improvement  here.” 

Seweeage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

A  large  amount  of  attention  has  been  given  during  the  year 
to  necessary  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  but  a  great 
deal  yet  remains  to  be  done  in  those  directions,  particularly  in 
the  rural  districts. 

In  the  Borough  of  Brackley,  “The  drainage  system  has  been 
“  effective,  and  has  given  no  trouble.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Daventry 
says,  “  During  the  Autumn,  with  the  Inspector  of  I7uisances,  I 
“  made  a  house-to-house  visitation  of  Drayton,  and  reported  to 
“  the  Sanitaiy  Committee  all  matters  requiring  attention,  and 
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“  notices  have  been  sent  to  all  owners  of  property  there  to 
“  construct  proper  drains,  and  other  sanitary  accommodation,  and 
“  to  connect  them  with  the  New  Sewer.  Some  of  the  work  has 
“  already  been  done,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  remainder  will  soon 
“  be  completed.  An  adequate  addition  has  been  made  of  bacteria 
“  beds  to  the  works  at  the  Sewage  Farm.” 

Referring  to  certain  cases  of  erysipelas  and  membranous 
croup,  “  as  well  as  several  cases  of  sore  throat  of  a  suspicious 
“  nature,”  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of 
Higham  Ferrers  says,  “  all  occurred  on  the  Duchy  Estate  and 
“  were  dne,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the 
“  sewers  in  that  locality.  I  have  already  brought  under  your 
“  notice,  in  detail,  the  defects  I  allude  to,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
“  when  the  work  you  have  in  contemplation  to  remedy  these 
“  defects  is  thoroughly  carried  out  the  natural  healthiness  of  that 
“  part  of  the  town  will  be  restored.”  Further  on  he  says,  “I  am 
“  pleased  to  report  that  the  sewage  disposal  works,  which  have 
“  now  been  in  operation  more  than  a  year,  continue  to  give  satis- 
“  factory  results,  and  that  the  land  used  for  irrigation  appears  to 
“be  in  every  way  suitable  to  the  purpose.” 

In  regard  to  the  Desborough  Urban  District,  the  following- 
report  is  made ; — “  The  Sewage  Farm  was  visited  by  the  County 
“  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  Summer,  when  he  was 
“  accompanied  by  your  Smweyor  and  myself.  The  state  of  things 
“  then  presented  on  the  farm  was  clearly  indicative  of  the  need 
“  of  more  land  for  irrigation  purposes  and  additional  precipita- 
“  tion  tanks.  This  matter  was  brought  before  the  Council  and  a 
“  scheme  presented  by  your  Surveyor  for  the  construction  of  eight 
“  additional  precipitation  tanks  to  hold  25,600  gallons  of  sewage, 
“making  with  the  existing  tanks  a  total  capacity  of  40,750 
“  gallons,  equal  to  10  gallons  per  head  for  a  population  of  4,000. 
“  Four  acres  of  land  have  already  been  added  to  the  Sewage  Farm, 
“  and  the  under-draining  of  the  same  is  being  carried  out.  I 
“  would  earnestly  im^oress  upon  the  Council  the  great  necessity 
“  there  exists  for  having  the  whole  of  these  works  completed  at 
“  an  early  date.” 
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The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Finedon  Urban 
District  writes,  “  The  stench  from  the  manholes  in  some  parts  of 
“  the  town  is  very  bad,  and  I  think  a  few  more  ventilating  shafts 
“  would  mitigate  it.”  It  also  appears  that  19  defective  drains 
were  made  good. 

In  the  Oundle  Urban  District,  “The  Sewerage  and  Drainage 
“  of  the  town  has  been  working  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year,. 
“  and  so  far  is  adequate  to  requirements.  Hearly  twenty  fresh 
“  connections  with  the  main  sewer  have  been  made,  and  few 
“  remain  unconnected  where  practicable.” 

The  following  is  the  Report  from  the  Raunds  Urban  District, 
“  The  new  sewer  has  now  been  finished  and  the  defects  made  good 
“  so  far  as  they  have  been  discovered.  The  connections  are  being 
“made  with  as  much  speed  as  possible  under  the  circumstances; 
“  labour  being  very  scarce,  the  work  goes  on  slowly.  An  adequate 
“  supply  of  water  for  flushing  the  sewers  is  almost  absolutely 
“  necessary  before  it  can  be  said  to  be  in  as  good  working  order 
“  as  it  ought  to  be,  more  especially  in  Summer,  when  the  smell 
“  from  many  of  the  manholes  is  not  only  very  obnoxious  but  also 
“  very  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  town.  Altogether  proper 
“  drains  have  been  constructed  to  154  houses  and  connected  to 
“  the  sewer.  This  does  not  include  the  new  houses  and  factories, 
“  which  are  connected  as  they  go  on.  The  sewage  is  now  being 
“  dealt  with  at  the  outfall  works  in  a  safisfactory  manner  under 
“  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Yorke,  Sur-veyor.” 

In  the  Roth  well  Urban  District,  “  The  drainage  is  fairly 
“  efficient,”  but  it  is  pointed  out  that  there  are  “no  means  of 
“  flushing  the  sewers,  and  without  occasional  flushing  they  [may, 
“  in  certain  states  of  the  weather,  be  a  source  of  danger  by  engen- 
“  dering  foul  and  noxious  gases.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rushden  Urban 
District  says,  “  The  sewers  are  well  laid,  but  I  do  not  consider 
“  they  are  sufficiently  ventilated.  Many  of  the  man-hole  venti- 
“  lators  have  been  blocked  owing  to  the  stench  emanating  there- 
“from,  which  conclusively  proves  that  more  air-shafts  are 
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“  necessary.  There  ought  to 
“  100  yards.”  An  extension  of 
AVorks  has  been  put  in  hand. 


be  a  ventilating  shaft  in  every 
the  filtering  beds  at  the  Sewage 


The  Report  in  regard  to  the  AAelbngborough  Urban  District 
is  as  follows: — “  There  are  in  several  parts  of  the  Town  improve- 
“  nients  continually  being  made  in  the  Sewers,  so  that  tlie  Sewage 
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is  properly  cariied  off  and  ventilation  thoroughly  provided. 
The  Irrigation  Farm  continues  in  good  working  order,  and  is 
of  sufficient  extent.” 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Brackley  Rural 
District  writes,  “  The  drainage  of  the  village  of  Syresham,  which 
“was  in  hand  at  the  time  of  my  last  report,  is  now  complete,  but 
“  the  discharge  into  the  brook  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory 
“  and  merits  your  attention.  The  main  sew^ers  at  Charlton, 
“  Kings  Sutton,  Moreton  Pinkney,  and  Culworth  have  required 
“and  have  received  attention.”  “I  inquired  into  a  serious 
“nuisance  in  connection  with  a  public  drain  at  Culworth,  and 
“reported  to  you  specially  on  the  subject  that  the  nuisance  was 
“  caused  by  the  overflow  into  the  village  drain  of  the  contents  of 
“  a  cesspool,  the  drain  not  being  adapted  to  the  carriage  of  sewage. 
“  The  nuisance  was  abated,  and  I  advised  you  that  under  existing 
circumstances  it  was  liable  to  recur.” 


With  regard  to  the  Brixworth  Rural  District,  “  Eleven  of  the 
“  villages  throughout  the  District  are  provided  with  a  Sewerage 
System,  more  or  less  complete.  In  villages  recently  sewered, 
“the  sewei's  are  of  glazed  socket  pipes  jointed  with  cement,  those 
done  twenty  years  ago  are  jointed  with  clay.  The  sewered 
■“  villages  are  pi*ovided  with  flushing  tanks,  the  sewers  dis- 
“  charging  upon  filtration  beds.  Flushing  by  means  of  a  water 
“  cart  is  carriUl  on  once  a  fortnight  in  the  winter,  and  more 
“  fi'equently  in  the  summer.  Other  villages  in  the  district  are 
“  ])artially  sewei-ed.” 

The  Aledical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Daventiw  Riiral 
District  reports  as  follows: — “A  liocal  Oovernment  Board 
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inquiry  was  lield  on  October  18tli  regarding  a  loan  of  £5,000 
for  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Woodford- cnnr-Menibris  ; 
this  money  has  been  sanctioned,  and  I  hope  that  before  long  the 
work  will  be  commenced.”  “  In  Byfield,  old  drains  wmre  taken 
np  and  relaid  with  socketted  pipes  for  a  distance  of  nearly 
^‘400  yards;  in  Flore,  for  130  yards;  in  ISTewnham,  for  130 
■“yards;  in  Farthingstone,  for  130  yards;  in  Badby,  65  yards  ; 
in  Hellidon,  22  yards;  and  in  Brannston,  20  yards.” 

The  following  appears  in  the  Beport  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Hardingstone  Bnral  District: — “  The  Harding- 
“  stone  Sewage  Farm  is  now  managed  by  the  Council  with  much 
“better  results.  The  sewage  farm  at  Little  Houghton  is  also 
“  working  wmll.  Very  little  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
■“  Brafield  and  Yardley  Hasting’s  sewage  schemes.  Five  venti- 
“  lating  shafts  have  been  fixed  on  my  recommendation  in  various 
“  parts  of  the  village  of  Boade,  and  I  have  not  heard  any  com- 
“  plaints  lately  of  the  smells  in  that  village.”  In  spite  of  the 
satisfactory  record  wdiich  he  gives  of  the  Hardingstone  and  Little 
Houghton  Farms,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  gives  expression 
in  his  Beport  to  certain  doubts  in  his  mind  as  to  the  desirability 
■of  increasing  the  number  of  sewage  farms  in  the  valley  of  the 
Yene,  which  I  do  not  share.  It  will,  however,  matter  very  little 
what  means  the  District  Council  adopt  for  the  purpose,  but  their 
work  in  respect  of  the  abatement  of  stream  and  river  pollution 
can  hardly  be  allowed  to  be  suspended. 

In  the  Kettering  Bural  District,  “  At  Pytchley  the  open 
“  drain  of  which  complaint  was  made  last  year  has  been  cleaned 
“  out,  and  a  semi-culvert  constructed  so  that  it  can  easily  be  kept 
“  clean.” 

In  the  Middleton  Cheney  Bural  District,  “  During  the  year 
“  main  sewers  have  been  improved  in  the  following  villages  : — ■ 
““viz:  “  Overthorpe,  Middleton  Cheney,  Chalcombe,  and  Lower 
“  Boddington.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Yorthampton  Bural 
District  repoids  thus  : — “  The  Scheme  for  the  drainage  of  Duston 
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“  is  still  in  tlie  hands  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  cannot 
“  he  carried  ont  without  their  sanction.  That  sanction  has  since 
been  obtained,  and  the  scheme  is  now  being  carried  out.  A. 
“  Committee  of  your  Council  visited  the  village  of  Weston  Favell 
“  during  the  year,  and  inspected  the  drainage  arrangements  there. 
“  Small  repairs  were  ordered,  but  it  was  felt  that,  as  a  large  area 
“  of  land  in  that  village  has  been  sold  for  building  purposes,  it 
“  would  be  necessary,  when  building  operations  on  any  scale  were 
“  commenced,  that  a  full  and  proper  drainag'e  system  would  have 
“to  be  inaugurated.” 


In  regard  to  the  Oundle  Rural  District,  the  Medical  Officer 

o 

of  Health  has  the  following  statements :  —  “  A  considerable 
“  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  drainage  of  Cotterstock, 
“  which,  in  the  past,  has  not  been  in  a  very  satisfactory  state.” 
The  question  of  drainage  “at  Kings’  Cliffe  has  been  given  careful 
“  consideration.  Plans  are  being  prepared  by  a  competent 
eng’ineer.”  ^^In  my  last  report  I  told  yei^  of  oiitbieak  of 
“  Typhoid  Fever  at  Wood  Kewton.  This  led  to  a  thorough 
“  inspection  of  the  village,  which  has  now  been  well  drained,  and 
“  communications  have  been  made  with  the  houses.  The  out- 
“  break  of  fever  has,  in  fact,  proved  to  be  a  blessing  to  the  village 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for .  the  Oxendon  Rural 
District  reports  as  follows With  regard  to  the  Drainage  of 
“  the  District  I  may  refer  to  my  remarks  in  my  report  of  last  year. 
“  The  Sewerage  system  at  Wilbarston  has  remained  defective, 
“  but  I  am  glad  to  record  that  action  is  being  taken  to  effect  the 
“  necessary  improvement.  The  general  sanitation  of  Wilbarston 
“  has  long  been  defective,  and  T  anticipate  a  better  record  of  that 
“  ai’ea  in  health  when  this  is  carried  out.  At  eston  a  consider- 
“  able  sewer  extension  has  been  laid,  and  a  large  settling  tank 
“  away  from  tlie  village  added.  Improvements  in  the  general 
“  ventilating  and  trapping  of  sewers  has  been  decided  upon  at 
“  Welford.” 

The  following  are  the  records  in  the  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Thrapston  Rural  District “  The  sewage 
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“  disposal  works  at  Thrapston  are  approaching  completion.”  “  At 
“  yonr  request  I  visited  and  reported  upon  the  disposal  of  sewage 
“  at  Great  Addington.  The  di*ains  from  the  village  are  brought 
“  to  a  field,  owned  by  Mr.  J.  Rennie  Wilkinson,  close  to  the  brook; 
“the  sewage  being  distributed  over  such  portion  of  the  land  as 
“  is  available,  constituting,  in  reality,  a  small  sewage  farm.  I 
“reported  that  the  plan  acted  admirably,  and  recommended  a 
“  further  extension.”  “  The  question  of  providing  drainage  for 
“  the  villages  of  Ringstead  and  Stan  wick  has  been  under  con- 
“  sideration.  Mr.  Fisher  had  two  schemes  for  the  latter  place; 
“  a  minor  scheme,  for  utilising  the  brook,  and  a  larger  and  more 
“  extensive  scheme  for  complete  sewage.  The  larger  one,  though 
“  more  expensive,  would  undoubtedly  prove  the  best  in  the  long 

cc  ?? 

mn. 

The  following  Reports  am  from  the  Towcester  Rural  District,, 
“  The  sewerage  and  drainage  of  the  district  is  being  gradually 
“  but  steadiljAmproved.  A  glance  at  the  Inspector’s  journal  will 
“  show  a  continuous  substitution  of  glazed  and  socketted  pipes 
“  for  the  old  Ruck  and  stone  drains  and  sewers.”  “As  regards 
“the  town  of  Towcester.  it  has  provided  itself  with  a  sewage 
“farm  at  considerable  expense,  not  yet  ended,  nor  is  a  satisfac- 
“  tory  solution  of  the  difficulties  in  connection  therewith  quite 
“  arrived  at,  though  a  second  Local  Government  enquiry  has  been 
“held.  This  present  year  ought,  howev^er,  to  see  this  question 
“finallv  settled.” 

e/ 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Wellingborough 
Rural  District  writes  as  folloAvs ;  —  “Earls  Barton  has  had 
“  new  sewers  laid,  but  there  is  not  sufficient  ventilation.  I  have 
“  suggested  more  A^entilating  shafts  being  erected,  one  at  least  in 
“every  100  yards.  The -gratings  of  the  manholes  ought  to  be 
“kept  open;  the  majority  are  completely  blocked,  thus  prevent- 
“  ing  ventilation.” 

River  Pollution. 

There  are  only  a  feAv  special  references  to  the  subject  of 
River  Pollution  in  the  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers 
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<of  Healtli,  beyond  wliat  are  involved  in  connection  vdtli  scliemes 
for  Sewage  Disposal.  They  are  as  follows: — 

BokouCtH  of  Davpjxtky, — “In  July  last  tlie  Brook  which 
“crosses  Brook  Street  was  found  to  be  polluted  wdth  refuse  from 
“the  Gas  Works,  caused  by  an  overflow  from  the  ‘oxide  beds’ 
“  after  heavy  rain,  and  the  Gas  Company  were  at  once  served 
“  with  a  notice  to  immediately  stop  any  further  contamination 
“  of  the  stream,  which  they  complied  with.  This  matter  also 
“  received  the  attention  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
“andtlie  result  has  been  so  far  satisfactory.  The  brook  has 
“been  cleaned  out,  and  when  the  sewage  of  Drayton  has  been 
“  completed  the  stream  ought  to  be  free  from  pollution  from  any 
“  source.” 

Ketterixg  Ureax. — “  The  effluent  from  the  Sewage  Works 
“has  vastly  improved  under  the  new  system;  even  a  casual 
“  look  at  the  state  of  the  brook  below  the  effluent  wdll  convince 
“  anyone  of  the  change  for  the  better.” 

KetterixCt  Rural. — “  Ho  complaints  have  been  made  as  to 
“  the  state  of  the  Ise  Brook  since  the  great  improvement  made 
“  at  the  Kettering  Sewage  "Works  in  1899.” 

PoTTERSPURY  Rural. — “  The  effluent  from  Cosgrove  village 
“  has  been  purified,  but  the  outfall  at  Old  Stratford  remains  as 
“reported  upon  in  1897.  With  this  exception  pollution  of  a  river 

“  mav  be  said  not  to  exist  in  the  district.” 

«/ 

Lodoixg-Houses. 

The  following  references  to  common  lodging-houses  appear 
in  the  Reports  of  the  District  IRedical  Officers  of  Health. 

In  the  Borough  of  Daventry,  the  two  houses  are  good  and 
are  regularly  inspected. 

Ketterixg  Urbax  District. — “  Thei*e  is  only  one  Licensed 
Ijodging-House  in  Ketteilng,  and  no  fault  can  be  found  wdth  the 
'“  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted,  the  proprietor  being  always 
ready  to  give  any  information  to  the  Sanitary  Authority.” 
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AVellixgborough  Urban  District. — “I  liave  visited  tlie 
common  lodgino'-lioiises  and  found  tliem  to  be  clean  and 
comfortable.” 

Thrapston  Rural  District.  —  “I  drew  attention  to  the 
“common  Lodging  House  at  Thrapston,  the  only  one  in  the 
District,  a.nd  a  resolution  was  passed  that  it  be  periodically 
“  inspected.  Mr.  Lloyd  now  reporls  it  as  fairly  g<)od.” 

Towcester  Rural  District. — “  There  is  only  one  public 
■■“lodging  house  in  Towcester,  which  is  always  clean  and  well 
“  kept.” 

Slaughter-Houses. 

With  regard  to  the  Slaughter-houses  in  the  County,  those  in 
the  Borough  of  Brackley  were  found  in  good  order,  and  those  in 
the  Borough  of  Daventry  are  reported  as  having  been  regularly 
inspected. 

Slanghter-honses  are  recorded  as  having  been  inspected  in 
the  Finedon  Urban  District,  satisfactory  in  the  Desborough 
Urban,  and  “very  good”  in  the  Rannds  Urban  Districts. 

For  the  Kettering  Urban  District,  it  is  pointed  out  that  one 
■of  the  sanitary  improvements  most  required  is  the  establishment 
of  a  public  slaughter-house. 

So  too,  for  the  Oundle  Urban  District  the  following  report 
-appears: — “The  Slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected 
“  during  the  year.  The  Council  have  had  under  their  considera- 
'“  tion  the  provision  of  a  Public  Slaughter-house  for  the  town. 
“  Although  few  towns  of  this  size  have  a  piiiblic  slaughter-house 
“  yet  all  towns  are  not  so  situated,  and  I  consider  that  it  is  far 
“  from  desirable  that  a  slaughter-house  should  be  under  the  same 
■“  roof  and  part  and  parcel  of  the  dwelling-house.  There  is  no 
regulation  in  the  Bye-laws  as  to  the  position  of  a  slaughter- 
“  house.  This  should  be  not  less  than  fifty  feet  from  a  dwelling- 
“  house.” 
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The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Wellingborough 
Urban  District  says,  “  The  slaughter-houses  on  inspection  1  have 
“  found  to  he  in  a  satisfactory  state.” 

Slaughter-houses  are  reported  as  having  been  inspected  from 
time  to  time  in  the  Brackley  Bural  District,  inspected  in  the 
Easton-on-the-Hill  Bural  District,  “regularly  inspected  and 
found,  as  a  rule,  clean  and  in  good  order”  in  the  Gretton  Bural 
District,  well  kept  in  the  Middleton  Cheney  Bural  District, 
inspected  and  found  to  be  fairly  good  in  the  Thrapston  Bural 
District,  and  well  kept  and  clean  in  the  Wellingborough  Bural 
District. 

Daisies,  Cow-Sheds,  and  Milk-Shops. 

The  following  are  the  chief  references  to  this  subject  to  he 
found  in  the  Beports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health; 
but  I  cannot  avoid  expressing  the  hope  that  the  admirable 
example  shown  by  the  Urban  Districts  of  Kettering,  Desborough, 
and  Bothwell,  and  the  Kettering  Bural  District,  in  combining’ 
for  the  purpose  of  employing  a  Veterinary  Inspector  for  the 
supervision  of  Dairies,  Cow-sheds,  and  Milk-shops  may  be 
followed  in  other  parts  of  the  County. 

In  the  Borough  of  Daventry,  “The  Model  B-egulations  issued 
“  by  the  Local  Government  Board  relating  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds, 
“  and  Milkshops  have  been  adopted,  so  that  henceforth  these 
“  places  will  be  subject  to  periodical  and  systematic  inspection.” 

The  following  is  the  Beport  from  the  Desborough  Ui'ban 
District; — “The  Dairies  a.nd  Cowsheds  of  the  town  although  in 
“  a  much  improved  condition  compared  with  that  which  obtained 
“  a  few  years  ago,  as  likewise  with  these  apparently  to  be  found 
“  at  present  in  some  of  the  neighbouring  districts,  Iiave  yet  to 
“  make  considerable  progress  before  they  can  be  said  to  meet  all 
“  modern  requirements.  In  joining  the  neighbouring  Urban  and 
“Bural  District  Councils  in  appointing  a  special  Veteiinary 
“  Officer  for  the  inspection  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  the  Council 
“  is  to  be  much  commended,  such  action  indicating  a  practical 
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‘‘  appreciation  of  tlie  dangers  of  tuberculosis  and  anxiety  to  make 
“  use  of  all  available  means  for  preventing  the  disease.” 

In  the  Jfinedoii  Urban  District,  the  Dairies  are  reported  as 
having  been  inspected. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Ketterino’  Urban 
District  reports  thus  : — “  A  record  has  been  kept  throughout  the 
“  year  of  the  Milk  Sup23ly  of  every  case  of  infectious  disease,  but 
“  no  proof  of  any  case  from  this  cause  has  been  found.  How  that 
“  a  Veterinary  Inspector  has  been  appointed  for  cowsheds,  there 
will  be  even  less  chance  of  the  spread  of  illness  through 
“  polluted  milk  than  before.” 

The  sanitary  condition  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the 
Raunds  Urban  District  is  said  to  be  “  very  good.” 

For  the  Rushden  Urban  District,  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
says,  “I  have  also  visited  cowsheds,  which  I  found  fairly  clean; 
“  but  a  number  of  them  are  very  old  buildings,  certainly  not  fit 
“  to  be  used  as  cowsheds.  In  some  cases  the  drainage  is  bad.  A 
great  alteration  in  this  matter  is  much  needed.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Wellingborough 
Urban  District  says,  “I  have  visited  the  dairies  and  milkshops, 
“  aud  found  them  in  a  sanitary  condition.” 

The  Dairies  are  reported  to  have  been  inspected  in  the 
Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural  District;  but  the  following  is  the 
Report  from  the  Glretton  Rural  District: — “  These  are  not  regis- 
“tered,  nor  have  any  bye-laws  been  adopted.  It  is  extremely 
“important  that  proper  regulations  should  be  made  as  to  the 
“  proper  manner  in  which  milk  should  be  stored.  Your  district 
“  is  one  of  the  few  in  the  County  of  Northampton  which  have  not 
“  adopted  bye-laws  of  some  kind.” 

In  the  Oxendon  Rural  District,  “Two  defective  Cowsheds 
“  and  Dairies  were  ordered  to  be  rectified.” 
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In  tlie  Tlirapston  Rural  District,  “  Tlie  registei'ed  Milksliops 
‘‘  and  Dairies  in  tlie  District  liave  been  inspected ;  they  are- 
“  reported  as  mncli  improved  during  the  year.” 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Wellingborongh  Rural 
District,  in  his  Report  says,  “  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk- 
“  shops  have  been  visited  and  inspected,  and  in  only  three 
“  instances  did  I  find  it  necessary  to  complain.” 


Bake-Houses. 

Bakehonses  are  reported  as  having  been  found  in  good  order- 
in  .the  Borough  of  Brackley,  and  satisfactory  in  the  Desborough 
Urban  District.  They  were  apparently  inspected  from  time  to 
time  in  the  Brackley  and  Easton-on-the-Hill  Rural  Districts, 
“  regularly  inspected  and  found,  as  a  rule,  clean  and  in  good 
“order”  in  the  Gretton  Rural  District,  “well  kept”  in  the 
Middleton  Cheney  Rural  District,  “  duly  inspected,  and  attention 
“drawn  to  certain  sanitai-y  defects  in  a  few  cases”  in  the 
Potterspury  Rural  District,  inspected  and  found  to  be  fairly 
good  in  the  Thrapston  and  well  kept  and  clean  in  the  Welling¬ 
borough  Rui-al  Districts. 


Food  Inspection. 


In  the  Finedon  Urban  District,  “It  has  not  been  necessary  to 
“  condemn  any  article  of  food  exposed  for  sale”;  but  it  appears 
from  the  Report  of  the  Inspector  for  the  Kettering  Urban  District 
that  “  1  Box  of  Mackerel  and  1  Box  of  Lemon  Soles  were  found 
“  to  be  unfit  for  food  and  were  desti'oyed.”  In  the  Welling¬ 
borough  Urban  Districf,  “  There  were  no  prosecutions  for  the 
“  sale  of  unsound  food,”  and  “No  case  of  unsound  food  exposed 
“  for  sale  has  come  under  notice.”  In  the  Wellingborough  Rural 
District,  however,  a  quantity  of  fish  was  seized  from  two  fish 
dealers  at  Irthlingboi'ough  which  was  unfit  for  food ;  it  was 
destroyed,  but  no  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  offenders. 


99 


Cemeteiues  and  Churchyards. 

In  the  Northampton  Rural  District,  “An  enquiry  has  been 
“held  by  Dr.  Hoffman,  the  Home  Office  Inspector,  as  to  over- 

“  crowding'  at  Harpole  Churchyard,  and  an  arrangement  for 
“  increasing  its  area  has  been  sanctioned.” 

At  Glapthorn,  in  the  Oundle  Rural  District,  “  the  Church- 
“  yard  has  been  enlarged.” 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Desboroug-li  Urban 
District  reports  as  follows  : — “The  closet  accommodation  of  some 
“  of  the  factories  having  been  found  to  be  inadequate,  representa- 
“  tions  to  that  effect  were  made  to  those  responsible,  with  the 
“  result  that  six  additional  water-closets  with  jDroper  flushing 
“  apparatus  were  provided.  I  may  here  note  that  printed  bills 
“  supplied  by  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Tubei'- 
“  culosis  were  furnished  to  every  factory  in  the  parish.  It  is  to 
“  be  desired  that  the  invaluable  advice  therein  contained  may  be 
“  ‘marked,  learned,  and  inwardly  digested.’  Twelve  workshops 
“  w^ere  found  to  be  in  need  of  lime-washing,  and  accordingly 
“  instructions  to  this  effect  were  issued,  and  the  work  in  due 
“  course  carried  ont.” 

It  is  reported  that  Factories  were  inspected  in  the  Finedoii 
Urban  District. 

In  the  Kettering  Urban  District,  “  Several  new  Factories 
“  have  been  completed  during  the  past  year,  and  the  marked 
“  improvement  in  the  health  statistics  of  the  town  is  doubtless 
“  owing  to  the  great  improvement  in  the  construction  and  conduct 
“  of  these  buildings.  The  increased  use  of  machinery  on  a  large 
“  scale  has  caused  the  closing  of  many  small  work-rooms,  which 
“  were  often  overcrowded  and  difficult  to  supervise.” 

The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Raunds  Urban  District;  —  “  The  factories  and  workshops 
“  both  new  and  old  seem  to  be  kept  as  clean  as  ever,  and 
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all  sanitary  arrangements  connected  with  them  are  in  order. 

“  Almost  all  the  wmrk  done  by  the  workmen  at  home  is  now  done 
“  in  clean,  well-ventilated  shops  near  the  house,  certainly  a  great 
“improvement  upon  the  old  system  of  stuffy  small  shops  inside 
“  the  house  itself,  where  very  often  the  space  for  two  workers 
“  measured  onl^^  about  6  feet  by  6  feet — room  only  for  themselves 
“  and  their  ‘  kit,’  with  no  breathing  space.  On  May  10th,  I 
“  reported  to  the  Local  Government  Board  (Factory  Department) 
“  a  case  of  Lead  Poisoning  caused  by  using  Lead  Bichromate  for 
“  the  staining  of  soles.  I  visited  most  of  the  factories  and  the 
“  workshops  of  the  finishers,  and  advised  its  discontinuance  at 
“  once.  I  also  stopped  the  sale  of  it  as  far  as  lay  in  my  power, 
“  as  it  is  a  cumulative  poison  and  very  dangerous.  This  I  did  in 
“  my  capacity  of  Certifying  Factory  Surgeon  as  well  as  that  of 
“  Medical  Officer.  1  am  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  shoe  manu- 
“  factnrers  are  much  against  its  use,  and  that  now  its  use  is 
“  almost  discontinued  in  Northampton  and  Leicester.” 

In  the  Rushden  Urban  District,  “  Several  factories  have 
“  been  inspected.  In  one  the  closets  were  not  in  a  satisfactory 
“  state.  They  have,  however,  been  rectified.” 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Wellingborough 
Urban  District  says,  “I  visited  and  examined  the  Boot  and  Shoe 
“  Factories,  and  found  them  in  a  satisfactory  state.  I  gave  certi- 
“  ficates  of  fitness  for  employment  to  325  males  and  females,  as 
“  young  persons.” 

In  the  Gretton  Rural  District,  “The  Factory  at  Gretton  has 
“  been  visited.  The  Factory  Acts  as  far  as  regards  its  sanitary 
“  provisions  are  observed.” 

In  the  Hardingstone  Rural  District,  “  The  smells  from  the 
“  old  Paper  Mills,  now  used  as  a  fellmongeriiig  a^id  fat  boiling 
“  business,  are  often  very  perceptible.  Alterations  are  always 
“  said  to  be  in  progress,  but  at  present  there  is  little  real 
“  improvement.” 
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Byi^-Laws. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Towcester  Rural 
District  writes  as  follows: — “As  regards  slaughterhouses,  bake- 
“  houses,  dairies,  cowsheds,  &c.,  supervision  is  ineffective.  We 
“  have  no  special  bye-laws  specially  dealing  with  them.  I  am 
“  desired  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  County  Council, 
“  through  the  County  Medical  Officer,  to  urge  on  you  the 
“  necessity  of  making  some  regulations,  more  particularly  with 
“  regard  to  the  milk  supply.  It  seems  to  me  advisable  that 
“  there  should  be  uniformity  in  such  regulations  over  large  areas, 
“  such  as  the  County,  and  that  it  would  be  well  if  the  County 
“  Council  would  draw  up  some  simple,  practical,  easily  under- 
“  stood  bye-laws,  not  onerous,  which  should  be  adopted  and 
“  enforced  by  Rural  District  Councils  generally.” 

It  must  not  be  overlooked,  however,  that,  if  this  course  were 
adopted,  it  could  not  be  a  final  one,  as  the  consideration  and 
confirmation  of  proposed  bye-laws  for  each  District  rests  with 
the  Local  Government  Board,  who  have,  moreover,  already  drawn 
up  model  bye-laws  for  these  purposes. 

CHARLES  E.  PAGET, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Northampton, 

May,  1901. 
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mortality  statistics 


Table  I 


BIRTHS. 

Deaths  under  one  year 
of  Age. 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 
Total. 

.2  a 

®  _ 

C.2 

1  -4^ 

0  0 

Xi ’7* 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 
Nett. 

1  At  CeiiBOS  of 

1 

1891. 

SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 

Population 
estimated  to 
middle  of  1900. 

Number. 

Rate.* 

Number. 

Rate  per 
l.nuo  Births 
registered. 

Number. 

Rate* 

Deaths 

Public 

lustitutio 

Deaths  c 

Non-resid< 

registered 

District 

^  Q  'O 

2  ®  0.2 
S.-H  t'Q 

03  f/) 

0)  0  w  ^ 

(5  (3  -51  g 

Number. 

Rate.* 

Area  of 
District  in 
Acres 

1  Tutal 
Popula¬ 
tion  at 
all  Ages. 

Approxi¬ 

mate 

Number  ol 
inhabited 
hou-ses. 

Average 

Number 

of 

Piersons 
per  house 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

II. 

12, 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

URBAN 

BRACKLEY  (Borough) 

2,700 

64 

23-7 

3 

46-8 

28 

10-3 

6 

6 

22 

8-1 

3,849 

2,  .591 

568 

4 -.38 

D.A.VENTRY  (Borough) 

3,939 

81 

20-5 

2 

24-6 

65 

16-5 

30 

21 

44 

11-1 

3,6.33 

3,939 

859 

4-58 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  (Borough) 

2,650 

69 

26-0 

9 

130-4 

31 

11-6 

31 

11-6 

1,945 

1,810 

389 

5-0 

DESBOROUGH 

3,905 

110 

28T 

12 

109-0 

46 

11-7 

1 

1 

46 

11-7 

2,400 

2,872 

624 

4-6 

FINEDOX  . 

4,350 

144 

33T 

13 

90-2 

46 

10-5 

46 

10-5 

3,661 

3,197 

680 

4-7 

KETTERING  ... 

30,000 

940 

31  3 

138 

146-8 

369 

12-3 

48 

6 

363 

12-1 

2,814 

19,454 

3,891 

5-0 

DUNDEE  . 

2,680 

30 

11-1 

3 

100-0 

40 

14-9 

14 

11 

29 

10-8 

.3,144 

2,680 

553 

5-0 

RAUNDS  . 

4,380 

123 

28-1 

10 

81-3 

42 

9-5 

1 

5 

46 

10-5 

4,460 

3,055 

694 

4.4 

ROTHWELL  ... 

4,525 

98 

21-6 

r~  ■  ■ 

14 

142  8 

64 

14-1 

5 

64 

141 

.3,638 

3,  .378 

680 

5-0 

RUSHDEN 

14,359 

434 

30-2 

65 

149-7 

153 

10-6 

153 

10-6 

3,778 

7,443 

WELLINGBOROUGH  ... 

20,000 

489 

24-4 

58 

118-6 

256 

12-8 

33 

13 

243 

12  1 

4,265 

15,068 

.3,100 

5-0 

Totals  and  Means  for  Combined 
URBAN  DISTRICTS  ... 

93,488 

2,582 

27-61 

327 

126-64 

1,140 

12-19 

136 

37,587 

RURAL:— 

BRACKLEY  . 

7,779 

166 

21-3 

17 

102-4 

106 

13-6 

106 

13-6 

42,435 

7,779 

1,990 

4-0 

BRIXWORTH  ... 

12,350 

269 

21-0 

21 

79-1 

179 

14-4 

9 

179 

14-4 

63,608 

12,186 

2,899 

4-2 

CRICK  . 

2,430 

52 

21-4 

3 

57-0 

42 

17-2 

3 

45 

18-5 

18,547 

2,427 

DAYENTRY  ... 

13,709 

357 

26-0 

39 

109-0 

207 

15-1 

207 

15-1 

60,886 

13,709 

.3,235 

4-2 

EASTON-ON-THE-HILL 

1,715 

36 

20-9 

2 

55-5 

19 

11-0 

•  1 

1 

20 

11-6 

6,341 

1,635 

383 

4-2 

GRETTON  . 

1,677 

36 

21-4 

111-1 

28 

16-6 

28 

16-6 

12,299 

— 

1,701 

HARDINGSTONE  . 

8,420 

192 

22-8 

10 

52-0 

93 

11-0 

11 

93 

11-0 

.32,.576 

8,421 

- 1 

KETTERING  ... 

12,000 

316 

25-8 

29 

91-7 

173 

14-4 

6 

179 

14-9 

49,3.38 

10,561 

2,000 

5-28 

MIDDLETON  CHENEY 

2,606 

61 

23-4 

7 

114-7 

33 

12-6 

33 

12-6 

13,888 

2,606 

NORTHAMPTON 

7,007 

159 

oo-y 

15 

94-2 

169 

24-1 

98 

98 

71 

12-0 

16,184 

t5,615 

1,270 

4-4 

DUNDEE  . 

7,876 

155 

19-6 

10 

64-5 

116 

14-7 

7 

123 

15-6 

57,771 

7,906 

OXENDON  . 

4,627 

96 

20-7 

y 

72-9 

r.7 

14-6 

5 

72 

15-5 

34,490 

4,7.34 

POTTERSPURY  . 

5,880 

145 

24  -6 

20 

137  9 

119 

20-2 

11 

5 

114 

19-3 

19,915 

5,9.30 

1 ,323 

4-48 

THRAPSTON . 

10,546 

257 

24-3 

29 

112-8 

160 

15-1 

11 

4 

156 

14-7 

36,8.36 

10,457 

TOWCESTER . 

11,399 

266 

23-3 

21 

78-9 

168 

14-7 

11 

168 

14-7 

42,4.55 

11,960 

2,847 

4-2 

WELLINGBOROUGH . 

17,169 

476 

27-7 

56 

117  6 

259 

15-0 

259 

15-0 

36,836 

15,295 

Totals  and  Means  for  Combined 
RURAL  DISTRICTS  ... 

1 

127,190  1 

3,039 

23-89 

290 

95-42 

1,938 

15-23 

152 

544,405 

Totals  and  Means  for  ADMINIS¬ 
TRATIVE  COUNTY  ... 

220,678 

5,621 

25-47 

617 

109-76 

3,078 

13-94 

288 

581,992 

! 

*  Kates  ciilculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  ^ 

-Tlie  deaths  included  in  Column  7  of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  i  istriet. 


t  Exclusive  of  Berry  Wwid  Asylum. 

The  deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Ooluma  7,  corrected 


have  died  elsewhere. 


MORTALITY  STATISTICS 


Table  II 


URBAN  SANITARY 
DISTRICTS. 

Deaths  at 

Aged 
under  5 
or 

over  5. 

Deaths 

from 

All 

Ages 

ZJ 

1 

and 

under 

5 

5 

and 

under 

15 

15 

and 

under 

25 

25 

and 

under 

65 

65 

and 

up¬ 

wards 

O 

a 

c3 

S 

cc 

VJ 

(/j 

c3 

> 

H) 

ci 

o 

m 

S? 

O 

u 

bp 

*£ 

o 

o 

Diphtheria  and  Jieni- 

branous  Oroup. 

3 

O 

u 

Q 

Fevehs. 

Epidemic  Influenza. 

CS 

'o 

O 

o 

3 

bo 

C3 

P 

cd 

q 

. 

•J. 

’-*3 

‘C 

<D 

U 

O 

> 

OJ 

'a 

S 

a 

a; 

3 

q 

cn 

0) 

.s* 

’cft 

Vj 

c 

y. 

rt 

c 

V; 

s 

& 

O 

a* 

*3o 

5 

U 

p 

E  i 

|S 

Q 

Cancer,  Malignant 

Disease. 

OQ 

'o 

p 

m 

B 

2 

>» 

•/i 

*C 

O 

£ 

1  «  c 

1  p 
§  >- 

--  "5 

^  £ 

1 

1 

' 

*5^  *r 

J. 

7. 

P 

P 

X 

X 

V. 

J 

X 

< 

X 

X 

K 

X 

c5 

p 

p 

X 

JL 

B 

U 

< 

. 

00 

3 

H 

.2 

‘C 

0) 

"3 

CJ 

3 

.3 

‘•3 

O 

O 

u 

2 

O 

u 

£ 

<1 

a- 

P  M 
X 

BRACKLKV  (BOROUCH) 

22 

o 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

9 

p- 

i 

U  nder  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

8 

4 

18 

DAVKNTRY  (BOROUGH) 

ii 

o 

1 

1 

16 

24 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

— 

1 

3 

1 

5 

3 

1 

2 

1 

^.7 

1 

2 

14 

3 

41 

HIGHAMFERRERS(BOROUGH) 

31 

9 

7 

1 

3 

4 

7 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

- r 

1 

4 

— 

— 

3 

1 

2 

6 

16 

15 

DESBOROUGH 

46 

12 

7 

1 

4 

9 

13 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

1 

5 

14 

19 

27 

FINEDON... 

46 

13 

5 

1 

7 

12 

8 

U  nder  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

2 

3 

5 

'  t 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

8 

18 

28 

KETTERING 

363 

138 

43 

9 

17 

88 

68 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

< 

7 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

15 

5 

4 

1 

3 

28 

1 

13 

22 

7 

5 

10 

1 

1 

4 

22 

3 

26 

2 

3 

4 

87 

67 

181 

182 

OUNDLE  .. 

29 

3 

1 

1 

9 

15 

U nder  5 
5  upwds. 

7 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

10 

4 

25 

RAUNDS  ... 

46 

10 

1 

6 

15 

14 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

4 

2 

9 

2 

5 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

7 

1 

2 

1 

14 

11 

35 

ROTH\YELU 

64 

14 

9 

2 

5 

10 

24 

U  nder  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

< 

16 

18 

— 

23 

41 

RUSH DEN 

153 

65 

15 

10 

12 

36 

15 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

7 

3 

4 

5 

5 

11 

1 

1 

2 

17 

1 

1 

6 

14 

8 

r— '  • 

1 

13 

1 

12 

1 

1 

22 

15 

80 

73 

NYELLINGBOROUGH 

243 

58 

26 

14 

10 

75 

60 

Under  5 
5  upw'ds. 

12 

1 

7 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

6 

7 

1 

1 

1 

l 

21 

2 

17 

11 

20 

10 

6 

1 

4 

— 

12 

1 

1 

24 

2 

3 

15 

44 

84 

159 

Tot.aes 

1,087 

327 

116 

40 

66 

283 

255 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

22 

1 

.  3 

3 

27 

1 

8 

4 

1 

1 

8 

3 

29 

31 

20 

4 

5 

1 

3 

1 

3 

6 

93 

13 

11 

50 

59 

48 

18  ^ 

25  1  1 

1 

3 

17 

1 

60 

5 

4 

91 

5 

13 

7 

158 

218 

443 

644 

Note  —  The  deaths  of  residents  occurring  beyond  the  limits  of  the  districts  are  included  in  this  table,  and  deaths  of  non-residents  occurring  in  the  districts  are  excludeil. 

See  note  on  Table  I.  as  to  meaning  of  “  Residents  ”  and  “  Non-residents.” 


MORTALITY  STATISTICS.  Table  II. 


RURAL  SANITARY 
DISTRICTS. 

_ 

Deaths  at 

Aged 
under  5 
or 

over  5. 

Deaths  from 

All 

Ages 

S  ! 

C  ' 

1 

and 

under 

5 

5 

and 

uuder 

15 

15 

and 

iimler 

25 

25 

and 

under 

05 

rr 

Small-pox. 

OQ 

(/; 

ca 

<D 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diphtheria  and  Mem¬ 

branous  Croup. 

CX 

3 

O 

u 

O 

Fevers. 

Epidemic  Influenza. 

CS 

0) 

'o 

O 

0) 

3 

to 

-5 

S 

c8 

8 

ja 

fc 

al 

P 

05 

a 

P 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Other  Septic  Diseases. 

. 

CO 

*C« 

Other  Tubercular 

Diseases. 

Cancer,  Malignant 

Disease. 

Bronchitis. 

Pneumonia. 

r/i 

U 

3 

o 

Other  Diseases  of 

llespiratory  Organs. 

Alcoholism. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

5 

o 

Urn 

•*-1 

B 

o 

u 

r- 

O. 

eS 

|| 
3  -4^ 
as  b 

Vi  V* 

c  ^ 

(A 

as 

X 

X 

X 

P 

o 

1-^ 

Accidents. 

cc 

X 

3 

o 

u 

o 

< 

All  Causes. 

CO 

a 

c, 

bi 

6 

’C 

<D 

a 

m 

Other  continued. 

RRACKLEY 

106 

17 

5 

3 

16 

05 

U nder  5 
5  upwds. 

3 

1 

12 

3 

1 

1 

- 1 - 

'  4 

3  4 

2 

5 

2 

1 

11 

1 

1 

11 

40 

22 

84 

RRIXWORTH 

179 

21 

6 

— 

5 

3 

-19 

95 

I  nder  5 
5  upwds. 

5 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

7 

1 

2 

13 

2 

11 

2 

8 

1 

1 

4 

2 

17 

1 

10 

82 

27 

152 

CRICK 

45 

3 

3 

2 

_ 

2 

14 

21 

L  nder  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

3 

2 

6 

1 

2 

2 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

9 

6 

39 

DAVENTRY 

207 

39 

13 

7 

8 

54 

SO 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

2 

1 

12 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

15 

3 

1 

9 

7 

12 

1 

11 

1 

5 

1 

8 

2 

12 

1 

1 

1 

17 

65 

52 

155 

EASTON-ON-THE-IIILL 

20 

o 

1 

1 

6 

10 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

-  ■  -  -4 

O 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

8 

3 

17 

GRETTON... 

28 

4 

O 

1 

2 

8 

11 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

3 

1 

9 

6 

22 

HARDINGSTONE  ... 

93 

10 

1 

4 

7 

24 

47 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

6 

1 

8 

2 

14 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 

1 

4 

35 

11 

82 

KETTERING 

179 

29 

1- 

16 

8 

14 

39 

73 

Under  5 
oupw  ds. 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

4 

2 

1 

1 

11 

7 

9 

9 

1 

8 

1 

8 

19 

2 

2 

13 

63 

45 

134 

MIDDLETON  CHENEY 

33 

i 

1 

1 

i 

17 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

• 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

/ 

5 

10 

8 

25 

NORTHAMPTON  t  ... 

71 

15 

3 

1 

1 

13 

38 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

2 

4 

1 

6 

4 

7 

3 

3 

1 

4 

1 

11 

1 

3 

19 

18 

53 

OUNDLE  .. 

123 

10 

11 

3 

3 

29 

67 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 

1 

4 

1 

5 

1 

14 

3 

2 

4 

21 

1 

4 

8 

41 

21 

102 

OXENDON 

72 

i 

1 - 

3 

O 

1 

16 

43 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1 

1 

4 

1 

» 

1 

2 

1 

10 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

5 

29 

10 

62 

POTTERSPURY 

114 

20 

6 

1 

2 

40 

45 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

2 

3 

1 

1 

4 

5 

1 

8 

1 

2 

1 

5 

2 

7 

.0 

3 

10 

37 

26 

88 

THRAPSTON 

156 

29 

14 

6 

9 

35 

63 

Under  5 
5  ujnvds. 

1 

1 

1 

> 

1 

2 

7 

1 

11 

1 

4 

2 

10 

6 

6 

6 

1 

6 

— 

9 

- 1 

O 

1 

1 

16 

61 

— 

43 

113 

TOWCE.STER 

163 

21 

8 

J 

7 

6 

32 

94 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 

2 

1 

2 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

13 

6 

9 

2 

4 

o 

1 

1 

23 

o 

O 

12 

65 

i  29 
139 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

259 

50 

25 

16 

10 

R- 

6/ 

85 

Under  5 
5  ui)wds. 

6 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

6 

3 

1 

3 

1 

22 

1 

9 

30 

9 

10 

! 

5 

12 

“7^ 

24  4 

;  1 

32 

09 

1"— — 

81 

178 

Totals 

1,853 

290 

1 

118 

64 

72 

449 

860 

Under  5. 
5  upwds 

10 

1 

6 

4 

17 

1 

14 

12 

3 

1 

1 

10 

3 

81 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15 

6 

15 

2 

2 

2 

5 

101 

11 

11 

1 

91 

60 

135 

29 

70 

2 

4 

6 

'  25 

1 

1 

56 

5 

4 

194 

'  4 
29 

1  11 

149 

642 

408 

1445 

Note  —  The  fleaths  of  re.‘iident8  oocurrin^f  beyond  tlie  limits  of  the  districts  are  included  in  this  table,  and  deaths  of  non-residents  occurrinf;  in  the  districts  are  excluded. 

Sec  note  on  Table  I.  as  to  rneanin;^  of  “  Residents”  and  “  Non-residents.” 


t  Deaths  in  Berry  Wood  Asylum  iiimihered  98. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1900.  Table  III. 


URBAN  SANITARY 
DISTRICTS. 

Ages  of  cases  notified. 

Number  and  class  of  cases  notified. 

Number  and  class  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital. 

At  all. 
Ages. 

U  nder 

1 

1 

to 

5 

• 

5 

to 

15. 

1 

15 

to 

25. 

25 

to 

65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Small-pox. 

Cholera. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Plague. 

Anthrax  (Cattle). 

Totals. 

Small-pox. 

j 

d 

o 

o 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

S 

X 

** 

5 

x 

< 

u, 

O 

*BR ACKLEY  (BOROUGH) 

39 

1 

38 

Yd 

1 

”T- 

- - 

— 

DAYENTRY  (BOROUGH) 

6 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

6 

- 1 

HIGHA^IFERRERS( BORO  UGH) 

16 

1 

12 

3 

1 

3 

12 

16 

— 

- 1 

—  ; 

DESBOROUGH 

15 

2 

9 

4 

3 

3 

9 

15 

FINEDON  ... 

16 

10 

5 

1 

1 

1 

14 

16 

— 

KETTERING 

305 

7 

83 

144 

31 

39 

1 

6 

35 

250 

9 

5 

305 

1 

141 

- 

— 

— 

1 

142 

OUNDLE  ... 

6 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

~37' 

RAUNDS  ... 

37 

9 

19 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

34 

— 

— 

i 

• 

ROTH  WELL 

48 

2 

28 

14 

3 

1 

47 

1 

48 

1 

— 

1 

RUSHDEN 

69 

2 

17 

33 

14 

3 

2 

3 

4 

51 

9 

69 

1 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

60 

8 

23 

11 

18 

10 

16 

27 

7 

• 

60 

1 - 

i 

Totals  ...  ..,| 

617 

13 

158 

259 

77 

68 

3 

20 

5 

69 

447 

70 

6 

j 

617 

1 

1 

1 

141 

1 

i 

i 

142 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1900 


Table  III 


RURAL  SANITARY 
DISTRICTS. 

Ages  of  cases  notified. 

Number  and  class  of  cases  notified. 

Number  and  class  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital. 

■  At  all 
Ages. 

D  uder 

1 

1 

to 

5 

5 

to 

15. 

15 

to 

25. 

25 

to 

65, 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Small-pox. 

I - 

Cholera. 

Diphtheria. 

1 

Membranous  Croup, 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Plague. 

Anthrax  (Cattle). 

Totals. 

Small-pox. 

Cholera. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Plague. 

Measles. 

5 

Eh 

BRaCK.LR\ 

14 

2 

0 

6 

1 

4 

7 

2 

14 

1 

— 

BRIXWORTH 

54 

2 

17 

16 

18 

1 

14 

15 

17 

6 

2 

54 

2 

2 

CRICK 

15 

3 

10 

1 

1 

9 

1 

4 

1 

15 

DAVE N TRY 

82 

1 

19 

39 

8 

15 

14 

1 

13 

45 

9 

82 

1 

1 

EASTON-ON-THE-HILL 

6 

— 

1 

4 

- - 

1 

6 

6 

5 

5 

•GRETTON 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

■ 

*HARDINGSTONE  ... 

31 

1 

1 

4 

20 

1 

2 

2 

31 

12 

6 

18 

ketteriny; 

128 

23 

70 

15 

20 

20 

2 

18 

73 

9 

128 

1 

31 

6 

38 

MIDDLETON  CHENEY 

4 

2 

2 

4 

4 

•NORTHAMPTON  ... 

13 

2 

10 

1 

13 

OUNDLE... 

48 

_ 

4 

32 

3 

9 

12 

1 

6 

26 

1 

2 

48 

— 

OXENDON 

8 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

3 

2 

8 

— 

- f 

•POTTERSPURY  .. 

61 

2 

4 

53 

2 

61 

THRAPSTON 

43 

2 

35 

2 

4 

2 

1 

2 

31 

/ 

43 

- 

— 

— 

•TOWCESTER 

54 

^ 

11 

1 

3 

36 

3 

54 

— 

WELLINGBOROUGH 

131 

i 

1 

32 

50  1 

14 

33 

2 

44 

1 

23 

32 

31 

131 

Totals 

696  j 

1 

1 

90 

261 

70 

108 

3 

139 

8 

96 

369 

74 

7 

3 

696 

1 

50 

7 

1 

6 

64 

9 


Aees  not  grivon 
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SUMM4KY  ()F  liKlM^irrS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH. 


Name  ok  J)istiiict. 

Brackley  Borough. 


PkOM  JA  ['XT  F  KATUH  I'S  ( )F  R  K  I^OiriA 

(a)  Lowest  general  mortality-rate 
on  record  for  the  boroiio-h. 

(h)  Epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  of 
mild  type. 

(c)  A  ater  supply  plentiful  and  of 
good  quality. 

{(1)  Eight  new  cottages  built,  but 
no  old  ones  known  to  have 
been  pulled  down. 

(e)  No  Isolation  Hospital,  and  one 
required. 


Daventry  Borough.  («)  Low  general  and  infantile 

mortality -rates. 

(h)  PiX'valence  of  Influenza. 

(c)  Connections  l)eing  made  from 

properties  in  Drayton  to 
New  Sewer. 

(d)  A^dditional  filtration  beds  made 

at  Sewao-e  Works. 

Co 

(  e)  Regulations  relating  to  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
adopted. 


Higham  Ferrers  (^0  Low  general  mortality-rate. 
Borough.  (h)  Warning  as  to  artificial  feed¬ 

ing  of  infants. 

(c)  Prevalence  of  Measles  during 

March  and  April. 

(d)  Unsafisfactoiy  condition  of 

sewers  on  Duchy  Estate, 
giving  rise  to  cases  of 
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Name  of  District.  Prominent  Feati:i!ES  of  Report. 

suspicious  sore-throat,  since 
remedied. 

(e)  Great  need  of  satisfactory 
public  Water  Supply. 

Desborough  Urban,  {a)  Low  general  mortality-rate. 

(6)  Low  infantile  mortality-rate. 

(  c)  Some  recrudescence  of  Enteric 
Fever. 

(d)  Prevalence  of  Whooping  Cough 

in  early  part  of  year,  with 
six  deaths. 

(e)  Large  number  of  houses  now 

with  town-water  laid  on  to 
them. 

(f)  Appointment  of  Veterinary 

Inspector  in  conjunction 
with  neighbouring  districts. 
{g)  Extension  of  the  Sewage  Farm 
in  hand,  and  great  diminu¬ 
tion  in  the  number  of 
Privies. 

Finedon  Urban.  {cl)  Low  general  mortality-rate. 

(h)  Low  infantile  mortality-rate. 

(c)  Small  amount  of  fresh  zymotic 

sickness. 

(d)  Great  need  of  a  good  public 

water-supply. 

(e)  More  ventilating  shafts  re¬ 

quired  to  the  sewerage 
system. 

(/)  No  Isolation  Hospital. 

Kettering  Urban.  {a)  Low  general  mortality-rate. 

(5)  Veterinary  Inspector  appoint¬ 
ed,  and  Disinfection  of 
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Name  of  District.  Prominent  Features  op  Report. 


(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

if) 

Oundle  Urban.  (a) 

W 

(<■) 

(d) 

Raunds  Urban.  (a) 

(ft) 

(c) 

id) 

(e) 

if) 


premises  where  persons  have 
died  of  Phthisis  is  now 
offered. 

Considerable  prevalence  of 
Scarlet  Fever  of  a  mild 
type. 

Prevalence  of  Measles,  also  of 
a  mild  type. 

Effluent  from  Sewage  Works 
greatly  improved. 

Joint  Isolation  Hospitals  of 
much  nse  during  the  year. 

Prevalence  of  Influenza  during 
first  quarter  of  the  year. 

Want  of  cottage  accommoda¬ 
tion. 

Public  Slaughter-house 
strongly  recommended. 

Erection  of  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  with  Oundle  Rural 
District  under  considera¬ 
tion. 

Very  low  general  mortality- 
rate. 

Influenza  of  severe  type. 

Epidemic  of  Enteric  Fever 
lasting  2|  months  from  the 
end  of  April. 

Case  of  poisoning  from  the  use 
of  Lead  Bichromate  by  a 
boot  finisher. 

New  Sewer  completed. 

Efforts  being  made  to  procure  a 
good  public  Water  Supply. 


1C6 


Name  of  District. 


Rothwell  Urban. 


Rushden  Urban. 


Wellingborough 

Urban. 


Prominent  Features  of  Report. 
{g')  More  cottages  required  in 
district. 

ill)  No  Isolation  Hospital  as  yet, 
but  inattei'  receiviug  atten¬ 
tion. 

(u)  Epidemic-  of  Scarlet  Fever  of 
a  mild  type. 

(h)  Public  watei’  supply  required. 

(а)  High  infantile  mortality  : 

proper  attention  and  feeding 
of  infants  necessary. 

(б)  Water  supply  insufficient,  and 

efforts  to  increase  supply 
unsuccessful  at  present. 

(c)  Ventilation  of  sewers  con¬ 

sidered  inefficient:  develop¬ 
ment  of  sewage  farm  in 
hand. 

(d)  Man}"  Cowsheds  are  old  build¬ 

ings,  and  attention  to  this 
matter  is  much  needed. 

(a)  Low  genei-al  mortality- rate. 

(h)  Prevalence  of  Measles  during 
June  and  July. 

(c)  Prevalence  of  Whooping 
Cough  throughout  the  year. 
{d)  General  decrease  in  Notifiable 
Zymotic  Sickness  compared 
with  preceding  years. 

(c)  Refuse-destructor  nearly  com¬ 
pleted. 

(а)  Low  infantile  death-rate. 

(б)  Small  amount  of  zymotic 

disease. 


Brackley  Rural. 
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Xame  op  District.  Promintent  Features  of  Report. 

(c)  Isolation  Hospital  urged  for 
the  district. 

(tZ)  Nuisance  from  a  public  drain 
at  Cul worth  likely  to  recur. 
(e)  Public  well  at  Hehndon  en¬ 
closed. 

(/)  Sewerage  at  Sy resham  com¬ 
pleted,  but  sewage  dis¬ 
charged  into  brook. 

B  fix  worth  Rural.  (a)  Lower  mortality-rates,  but  a 

record  that  some  of  the 
infantile  mortality  is  due 
to  want  of  maternal  care. 

(b)  Diphtheria  and  cases  of  sus¬ 

picious  throat  -  illness  at 
Moulton. 

( c)  Measles  prevalent  in  the 

villa  ges  of  Hannington, 
Harleston,  Old,  and  Maid- 
well. 

(d)  Insufficiency  of  good  cottage 

accommodation . 

(e)  Liability  of  water  from  surface 

springs  to  pollution  from 
insufficient  sewerage. 

'Orick  Rurnl.  (a)  Exceptionally  low  infantile 

mortality-rate. 

(t>)  Outbreak  of  diphtheria  at 
Crick  due  to  importation 
of  the  disease  from  South 
Wales. 

(c)  Need  of  Isolation  Hospital 
accommodation,  and  recom¬ 
mendation  to  try  for  inclu¬ 
sion  in  Joint  Hospital  Board 
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Name  of  District.  Prominent  Features  of  Report. 

with  the  Rugby  Urban  and 
Rural  District  Councils. 

(d)  Slight  improvement  of  water 
supply  at  Lil bourne, 

VO rrhry  RlJir3,l.  (^)  Considerable  reduction  in  pre¬ 

valence  of  zymotic  disease 
as  compared  with  previous 
year. 

(h)  Scarlet  Fever  prevalence  of  a 
mild  type  at  Welton,  causing 
closure  of  schools. 

(  c)  Measles  prevalence  at  W atford. 

(c?)  Water  supply  to  Long  Buckby 
awaiting  purchase  of  land 
for  reservoir. 

(e)  Water  supply  to  Badby  found 
unsatisfactory. 

(/)  Sewerage  scheme  for  Wood- 
ford-cum-Membris  to  be  put 
in  hand. 


Easton-on-the-Hill 

Rural. 


(а)  Whooping  Cough  at  Colly- 

weston  village. 

(б)  Some  privy-vaults  requiring 

abolition. 

(  c)  More  attention  required  to  the 
spouting  of  eaves  of  cottages 
to  protect  the  foundations 
from  damp. 


Gretton  Rural.  («)  Rather  high  general  moi-tality- 

rate, 

(6)  Prevalence  of  Influenza,  but 
small  amount  of  zymotic 
sickness. 


Name  of  District. 


Prominent  Features  of  Report. 


( 

(d) 

Hardingstone  O) 

Rural.  (i) 

(c) 

(d) 

(0 

(/) 

((f) 

Kettering  Rural.  (a) 

(0 

(<■) 

(d) 


Water  supply  chiefly  from 
shallow  wells,  liable  to 
contamination. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  not 
registered,  nor  any  Regula¬ 
tions  adopted. 

Low  infantile  mortality -rate. 

Lowest  general  mortality -rate- 
for  ten  years. 

Small  amount  of  zymotic  sick-^ 
ness. 

Water  supplies  for  Denton 
and  Wootton  required. 

Further  progress  necessary  in 
connection  with  the  sewage 
schemes  for  Brafield  and 
Yardley  Hastings. 

Offensive  smells  from  the  old 
Paper  Mills,  now  used  as  a 
fellmongering  and  fat  boil¬ 
ing  business. 

Doubt  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  as  to  the  desirability 
of  increasing  the  number  of 
sewage  farms. 

Appointment  of  Veterinary 
Inspector  in  conjunction 
with  neighbouring  districts. 

Outbreak  of  Diphtheria  at 
Pytchley. 

Schemes  of  Water  Supply  in 
hand  for  Burton  Latimer 
and  Pytchley. 

Sanitary  cart  required  for 
Geddington. 
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Name  of  District.  Prominent  Features  op  Report. 

(e)  Measles  preA’alent  at  Burton 
Latimer. 


Middleton  Cheney 
Rural. 


Northampton 

Rural. 


Oundle  Rural. 


(rt)  Small  amount  of  zymotic  sick¬ 
ness. 

(5)  Water  supply  from  pumps, 

springs,  draw-wells,  &c., 
said  to  be  satisfactory. 

(c)  Some  impi'ovemeiit  of  main 
sewers  in  a  few  villages. 

(a)  Low  infantile  death-rate. 

(h)  Small  amount  of  zymotic  sick¬ 
ness. 

(c)  Water  supplies  at  Kisling- 

bury  and  Heyford  been 
working  well. 

(d)  Duston  Sewerage  Scheme  in 

hand. 

( e)  Drainage  Scheme  for  W  eston 

Pavel  1  appears  to  be  neces¬ 
sary. 

(f)  Area  of  Churchyard  at  Har- 

pole  to  be  increased  owing 
to  overcrowding. 

(a)  Provisional  arrangement  come 
to  with  Oundle  Urban 
District  for  erection  of  an 
Isolation  Hospital. 

(6)  Plans  being  got  out  for  the 

drainage  and  water  supply 
of  Kings’  Cliffe. 

(r)  Drainage  works  at  Cotterstock 
and  Wood  Newton. 

(d)  Efforts  made  to  find  good  water 
for  the  public  supply  of 
Lutton. 


PllOMINliNT  FkATURKS  OF  RkPORT. 
(e)  Outbreak  of  Diphtheria  at 
SoLithwick. 

(/)  Prevalence  of  Measles  at 
Blather  wick. 

(а)  Low  infantile  mortality-rate. 
(?;)  Small  amount  of  zymotic  sick¬ 
ness. 

(c)  Action  being  taken  to  renied}^ 
defective  sewerage  system 
at  Wilbarstoii,  and  improve¬ 
ments  made  at  Weston. 

(d)  Need  of  an  Isolation  Hospital. 

Potterspury  Rural.  (^)  Rather  high  general  mortality- 

rate. 

(h)  Special  prevalence  of  Scarlet 
Fever  at  Cosgrove. 

(r)  School  closed  at  Wicken  in 
October  on  account  of 
Measles. 

(d)  Public  water  supplies  at 

Wicken,  Deansh anger,  and 
Passenham,  shallow  wells 
in  rest  of  district. 

(e)  Effluent  at  Cosgrove  purified, 

that  at  Old  Stratford  un¬ 
altered. 

Thrapston  Rural,  (<0  Influenza  ])re valent  during 

early  months  of  the  year. 

(б)  Scarlet  Fever  of  a  mild  type 

in  several  villages,  notably 
at  Woodford  in  March. 

(r)  Outbreak  of  Measles  at  Den- 
ford,  necessitating  closure 
of  the  Infant  School. 


Na]\je  of  District. 


Oxendon  Rural. 
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Name  of  District.  Prominent  Features  oe  Report.. 

(d)  Sewage  scheme  at  Thrapston 

nearing  completion,  tliat  at 
Great  Addington  repoided 
satisfactory,  and  schemes 
for  Ringstead  and  Stanwick 
under  consideration. 

(e)  Water  supply  seriously  re¬ 

quired  at  Thi-apston,  Brig- 
stock,  aud  Woodford. 

(/)  Pablic  scavenging  at  Thrap¬ 
ston  most  desirable. 

ToWC6St6r  Rura.1.  («)  Continuation  of  Scarlet  Fever 

prevalence  at  Pattishall. 

(6)  Extensive  pi'evalence  of 
Measles  and  Influenza. 

(c)  Want  of  good  public  water 

supplies  to  several  villages. 

(d)  Want  of  Building  and  other 

Bye-Laws. 

(e)  Improved  methods  of  excre¬ 

ment  disposal  required  in 
most  parts  of  the  district. 

(f)  Disinfection  Station  required 

for  the  district. 

Wsl  ling’borOUg'h  («)  Public  water  supplies  required 

Rural.  Irthlingborough  and 

Wilby,  scarcity  of  water 
recorded  in  other  places. 

(?))  Prevalence  of  Enteric  Fever  at 
Earls  Barton. 

(c)  Outbreak  of  Diphtheria  at 

Little  Harrowden. 

(d)  Some  prevalence  of  Measles  in 

several  villages. 

(c)  Freer  ventilation  of  sewers  at 
Earls  Barton  required. 
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Appendix  I. 

XOTICE  AS  TO  SPITTIXO  AXD  COXSUMPTIOX. 

Issued  by  the  Northampton  Branch  of  the  National  Association 
for  the  Prevention  of  Consumption. 

Spitting  on  the  floor  or  walls  of  a  workshop  is  highly 
dangerous  to  the  health  of  fellow-workers,  as  well  as  to  the 
person  who  does  it.  It  is  often  dangerons  also  to  the  users 
of  goods  made  therein.  Consumption,  Diphtheria,  and  other 
fatal  diseases  are  often  thus  communicated. 

Those  obliged  to  spit  should  use  a  piece  of  paper,  which 
should  be  at  once  burned,  or,  if  it  cannot  be  burned  at  once, 
it  should  be  folded  up  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  soil  the  pocket, 
and  burned  as  soon  as  possible.  Xo  paper  should  be  used 
twice.  Ordinary  pocket-handkerchiefs  should  not  be  used, 
since  they  are  liable  to  scatter  infection. 


Hon.  Sec.:  H.  HODGSOX, 

Blisworth,  R.S.O. 


-June  25th,  1900. 
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Ai'pkndix  11. 

XORTHAIMPTON  KURA  1.  1  )IST  RICT  COUNCl  L. 

Precant  ions  for  Persons  suffering  from  Consumption. 

Consumption  is  an  infections  disease.  It  is  most  commonly 
canglit  by  inlialing  infected  spittle  wliicli  lias  become  dry  and 
tlien  floats  about  tbe  room  as  dust. 

Do  not  spit,  therefore,  except  into  the  tire  or  into  special 
vessels,  and  let  tbe  spittle  be  burnt  before  it  becomes  dry. 

Do  not  spit  into  j)Ocket  bandkerclnefs.  but  into  pieces  of 
rag  or  paper,  which  should  be  immediately  burned. 

I 

AVb  en  there  is  no  tire,  the  vessel  should  contain  dilute 
carbolic  acid  (two  tablespoonfnls  to  a  pint  of  water),  and  its 
contents  shonld  be  then  washed  into  the  drain  or  bni'ied  in 
the  earth. 

The  vessel  shonld  be  frecpiently  cleaned,  first  keeping  it 
however  for  ten  minutes  in  boiling  water;  the  same  should  he- 
done  to  any  clothing  wdiicli  may  have  become  soiled. 

Wet  cleansing  of  rooms  occupied  by  sick  persons  is  betten 
than  dusting  or  sweeping. 

Plenty  of  fresh  air  is  the  best  remedy  for  the  disease;  the 
bedroom  window  shonld  always  be  open,  and  a,  screen  arranged 
to  prevent  draught. 

A  Consumptive  person  should  always  occupy  a  separate  bed. 

Consumptive  persons  must  not  swallow  their  phlegm,  as  by 
so  doing  the  disease  may  be  conveyed  to  other  parts  of  the  body. 

Roil  all  milk  before  drinking  it,  as  cows  frc(juently  snlfen 
from  Consumption. 
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Ill  the  event  of  a  death  fi'oiii  Consumption,  the  i-oom 
occupied  bj  the  patient  should  not  lie  used  again  till  it  has  been 
thoroughly  disinfected.  This  \^■ill  be  done  at  once,  free  of  charge, 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  if  an  application  is  made  to  him. 

G.  H.  PEKClVAL, 

Medical  Officer, 

August  8th,  1900.  66,  Abington  Street,  Xorthampton. 

Address  of  Sanitary  Inspectoi* : 

Mu.  WOODS,  Kisliiiglniry.,, 


.(OS.  'rKiii!r'i"i’,  I'liiNTioii,  i\!.\(;-s'i'.  and  sii,\'R!i-st..  aou  riiAM!''i'o.\. 
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